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TH E next day Mr. Fiteolborne, who thought 
proper to difpel from his brow fome of the 
>^ gloom which had hovered on it the preceding day> 
k relumed with Rofma the difagreeable fubjeft of 
^ Mr. Nettleby's addreffes. He urged to her, 
sj that Mrs. Fitzofborne, in the declaration of yef- 
i terday, had been inftigated by a fudden glow of 
C trknfient refentment, not influenced by the un- 
1 prejudiced dictates of ^lifpaffionate confideration ; 
^ that no rational perfon could fuppofe that a wo- 
1^ " Vol. II. B man 
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man of her underftanding could be guilty of fo 
unnatural an a^ion as that of difinheriting her 
only child in favour of a ftranger : and that, for 
his own part, he greatly doubted whether the law 
would ratify fo unjuft and unprecedented an alie- 
nation of property : that he was not lefs matter of 
his fortune than Mrs. Fltzofborne was miftrefs of 
her's ; and that he was as poiitively determined 
as {he could be, not to give or leave to his fon 
one fingle fhilling, if he married contrary to his 
inclinations. " You fee (continued he) in what 
perplexity and diftrefs you are likely td involve 
this family; what divifions and diflfenfions you 
will probably occafion between a father, a mo« 
ther, and a fon. No one can condemn me for 
wifliing for your abfence, and will not my fon, 
on his return, coniider you ^s the bane of 
his domeftio tranquillity, the dcftroyer of his fu- 
ture profpe<^s, and the ufurper of his natural 
rights ? Or let us even fuppofe that he (hould be 
fo infenfete as to unite himfelf to you, in compli- 
aKce with the whim of a filly and infatuated wo- 
man, what jwould be the inevitable confequence ? 
The entire Ipfs pf my favour and total forfeiture 
of my eftate. Which ever way you turn your eyes, 
fcenes of contention, uneafinefs, and ftrife, arife to 
your view, and yourfelf thi fource they proceed 

from.". 

« I fee 
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^« I fee it, I fee it but too plainly f ({aid Roft« 
my deeply z&iStei ;) would to heaven- / * 

•* Yet there is a medium, (refumed Fitzofbome) 
which, if you were generous enough to embracd 
it, would give peace to this affli£led and diftraft-- 
cd houfheld, reftore a hufband and wife to mutual 
harmony, and enfure to a fon the aiFe^on of both 
bis parents/' 

« What medium ?"' faid Rofina. 

« Marry Nettleby, (returned Fittofbornc. ) 
You, Who can expatiate with fuch pathos on the 
loveiineis of virtue, the beauty of difinterefted 
generoiity, you are now brought td the teft i Xf6 
fliall now fee whether you can obey the infpirationt 
of that virtue, of which you are fo ilrenuoufly 
the advocate, or whether, like other pretended 
phildbphers, ydu content yourfelf with uttering 
heroic maxima, and leave to thofe who choofe it^ 
the more troublefome office of pradifing them*'* 

Rofina he&tated: ihe almoft began to fancy that 
(he ought to marry Nettleby ; (he felt that therd 
was no facrifice which (he was not capable of ma- 
king to the happineis of her friend, tQ the irefto- 
B z nation 
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ration of the peace of a family to which (he owed 
fo mtich} — that peace thus interrupted on her own 
account j but would her union with a man fhe de- 
tefted reftore to ferenity the friend to whom her 
happinefs was fo dear i The' idea was rejecled al<- 
nioil as inftantaneoufly as conceived. 

They were in the garden. Nettlehy had ob- 
ferved them from the windows, and, judging that 
he had a (hare in their confultation, thought there ' 
could be no impropriety in joining them* • 

• <* Well, (faid he, hobbling along, and laughing 
is be approached them,) well, have you fettled 
that point at laft ? Why, you chicken, what 
could have put that nonfenfe into that little filly 
pate of thine, with your prefentiments and your 
prognoftications V 

" Sir, (fai4 Rofina,) I fancy we mifconceive 
each other. I underftand not what you allude to," 

« I allude to the filly conceit thou haft got into 
thy head, that thou and I are never to be mar- 
ried." . . ^ ' ^ 

. "Sir!" faid Rofina, in great aftonilhnicnt. 

« Ha ! 
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^ Ha ! ha ! how (he ftares at me ! One would 
think I was triple-headed, like the Cerberus of the 
ancients. But to reCme the ferioufiicrs fuituble 
to the occafion. Since our laft converfation, I 
have reco]le6ted many other points, in relation 
to which it may be necefTary that I ilate and ex« 
plain to you my future expedations ; and, in par- 
ticular, in regard to the nurture and education of 
the children which may probably be the ifluc of 
this marriage.** 

" Good heaven, S'r ! (exclaimed Rofma, har- 
ralTed on all iides, and irritated pad patience,) have 
I not already told you, in the moft explicit terms, 
Aat I will never be your wife V* 

« How, child I do I underftand you aright ?" 

" One would imagine that it required no pecu- 
liar fagacity to comprehend a meaning fo diredly 
cxpreffed." 

** Beware, Mifs Mortimer 1" faid Fitzoftorne, 
with a menacing frown. 

" Of what, Sir ? (returned Rofina with fpi* 
rit :) what meafures have I to keep ?** 

B 3 "All 
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«* All dus IS very odd, very flrange f (cried 
Nettleby;) the moft extraordinary thing in the 
world ! When I thought I had nothing to do but 
to prepare fetdements, and fend for the clergyman, 
now it comes out plump that the young lady will 
not have mc, forfooth !" 

" I fhould yet hope, (faid Mr. Fltzofborne,) 
tfa.it Mifs Mortimer would alter a refolution that 
evinces no Icfs folly than obftinacy.*' 



♦ 



« Never V faid Rofina. 

" That is more than you can tell, child, (r^^^ 
turned the old gendemanj) never is a long day. 
But I fee how it is with your prognoftications and 
your prefentiments. Some infamous jade of a 
fortune-teller has been fetting you agog with her 
lying predi^ions, promifing you fome great, rich, 
^loble, handfom..e, young, hufband, ftore of fine 
children, and all the honours and prbfperity of 
this . world. Aye, fine talk ! it is eafy for them 
to difpenfe fuch.airy commodities with a liberal 
hand ', they coft them nothing. The abominable 
vermin ! it is a crying fin that our legiilature has 
not provided Ipmp adequate meafure to fweep f^ch 
deftruSive rubb^fc pffetSlvially out of fociety ? — . 

Wicked 
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Wicked wretches and prcrfane ! to pretend to a 
prefcience which many theological writers dcrty 
even to the Divinity himfelf. I tell you, child, that 
all pretences to fore-knowledge (except that fpc- 
cies of it which is deducihle from the conclufions 
^f reafon and the evidences of experience,) are 
equally fiivolous and wicked, invented to facili- 
, tate the purpofes of fraud, by impofing on the 
weaknefs of credulity : and even judicial aftrolo- 
gy, which was formerly had in fuch high venera- 
tion, and that not many centuries fince, is now 
Offered to fink into the total and contemptuous 
oblivion it merits,*' 

*< There needed not all this rhejoric. Sir, (faid 
'Rofinas) on this one point, at leaft, our fenti- 
meats are pcrfe£l:ly agreed." 

" Well, I am glad to find that you are not an 
ideot in all relpefts. But, as to your faying you 
will never marry me, I am too well acquainted 
with the inconftancy and ficklenefs of womankind, 
illufhated by fo many hiftorical events, and pro« 
ved to a certainty by daily experience, to place the 
leaft reliance on fuch nonfenfical afleverations.— - 
The wifeftof men knows that he cannot, at any 
given period of life, be anfwerable for the anions 
B 4 of 
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of z future ; hoiir then can womani a crfcattrre 
compounded of \vbim> caprice, and frivolity, pre- 
fume to prfefcribe a boundary to her own roving 
inclinations ! For my own part, I (hall not be in 
the ieaft furprifed to find you as eager for the coo- 
fuinmation of this marriage to-morrow, as to-day 
jou appear averfe to it." 

** Very probably (he may," faid Mr. Fitz- 
ofborne, who would have encouraged the old gen- 
tleman to perfevere in his fuit, were it only for 
the plea(ure of feeing Roiina tormented and mor* 
tified. 

*< You fee (continued Nettleby) that Mr. Fitz- 
ofborne is entirely in my favour : now, if you had 
one fingle grain of underftanding in your compo- 
fition> you muft necei&rily be fenflble that, as 
Mr. Fitzoiborne has more than twice your years^ 
and I more than three times, we muft confequent- 
ly poiTefs more than ten times your wifdom, 
experience, and knowledge of the world. You 
fee I would argue the matter with you coolly and 
>4(paffionately. I do not Wame you for your folly 
in not feeing clearly what is for your real advan- 
tage; for that, being a natural defe£b, you are 
perhaps more to be pitied than cenfured for it. 

What 
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What I condemn you for is your obftinacy in not 
oonfcnting to be governed by thofe, who are in- 
finitely better judges of the means calculated ta 
cnfure and promote your happinefs and p?ofperity 
than you can yourfelf poffiWy be/' 

« Folly and obftrnacy (faid Mr. FitzofborneJ 
are twin-fifters, and generally walk hand in hand 
along the patb of life." 

** They are fb, (replied the old gentleman,) 
and, forry I am to fay it, this young creature 
fbems to have abandoned herfelf entirely to their 
pernicious guidance* But it is a common error, 
an ttniverfal calamity !— like my Ropeful nephews. 
Oh ! what a blefled reformation fhould we behold 
in life and manners, would the young be but per* 
fuaded to renounce all reliance on their own weak 
judgments, and with a truly filial reverence and 
fimplicity, iubmit to be implicidy governed by the 
drSates of age and experience ! Then, literally 
fpeaking, we fliould fee Paradife regained, then 
the golden age would flouriih once more upon 
earth r 

« When the blind lead the blind, (faid Rod- 

na^) we know the event. If the reafon of the 

B S young 
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yotmg Is obfqured by paffion, ibsit pf tfao pH it 
no lefs overQiadQwed by prejudice > and whick 
is the moil dai)gexous eclipfe I leave to deeper 
cafiiifts'to detcrmtne,. But» in refpedt to this 
inarriage> wife as you may think yourfeli^ Sir^ 
you have yet, perhaps, to learn, that a woman 
inay have fte^dinefs to form a decided reibIu|tion> 
imd CQnftancy to adhere to it* To yoH> Sir> 
(turning to Fitzofborne,) I have but twp word^ 
to fky. Though this wiflied alliance never can 
ta*ke place> 1 ag^in repeat it, you (hall be ridded 
of your burden,, and without beii^ iavolved in 
any one of thofe inconvenicncies you have (o mi-^ 
nutely enumerated and fo ingenioufly aggravated* 
Xour fevourite ctid accompliihed, the means-will 
l^e indifferent*" 

Rofma quitted the room as ihe fpokew 

" A njere little tygrefe F (exclakned Nettleby, 
^bferving the indignation that flaihed from, hev 
eyes, when ihe addreiTed Fitzofborne,) by thi9> 
l^ght^ a mere little tygrefs ! I begin to think I 
have had a moil providential e&ape. Is thi$ th^ 
gentle docile animal you promifed me V* 

Such 
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^ Such (replied Fitzolborne) until this hour 
I ever found her ; but ifae only verifies the very 
feoilble obfervations you favoured us with on the 
inconftancy of the fex/' 

<* Aye, aye, my friend, (returned Nettleby,) 
Acy are all of a piece ! all of the fame texture, 
wanton as the winds, uncertain as the feafons ! 
and to truft the honour and happinefs of a man's 
houfe, in the keeping of one of them, is no 
lefs abfurd than to lay its foundation on a Tandy 
beach, nay, on a quaking quagmire* Now I 
make no doubt but the filly wretch would have 
been better fatisfied if I had propofed one of my 
nephews to her/' 

** Indeed, (replied Fit2ofborne>] confidering 
her extreme folly and infatuation, it is not at all 
impoffible/^ 

" Well, (replied Nettleby,) Harry Hume pro- 
mifed you to be here againft dinner time to day, 
and (he will then have an opportunity of remarking 
tfie diflFerence between us/' 

" Which I dare fay Ihc will not fail to do,'* re- 
turned Fitzofborne. 

B 6 *^No, 
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^* No» my friend, no,. The filly chit will n 
probably give the preference to that ignorant c 
ceited youog puppy, who, as I have already i 
tij^ough he has the impudence to put on a goi 
and ornament his brazen face with a three>taj 
v^jg, knows no more of the law Aan of hi& ca 
chifm.. Well, it cannot be helped i I have I 
a bleffed elcape, and to-morrow, or next day, 
{he ihould take it into her head to come jum 
ing down my throat, I (ball repulfe her with, t 
fcoai flic dcfe rvcs*!' 
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THE NARRATIVE CONTINUE©* 



Where there is fhame, there may he virtue. 

J0HN80N» 

ROSIN A retired to tier apartment. Mrs^ 
Fitzofborne, finding berfelf diat day well 
•nough* to leave her room,- went to the chamber 
of her young friend,, and furprifed her in tearsw 
foiaginingy however, that her diftrefs entirely re^ 
fiilted from the conver&tion of the preceding even* 
ingj^ (he foothed hev with^new profeffions of ten* 
dernefs and alTurances of prote6lion. RojGna re- 
peated the con^rfation which bad pafled- between 
her and her antiquated lover, but entirely fupprd** 
fed that which (he had had with Mr. Fitzoiborae. 
Mrs^ Fitsofborne^ who was exceedingly amufed 

witb 



v)| a O S I N JL 

with the fingularity of Nettleby's chara£ler> deter- 
mined to go down to dinner, to witnels the efFe£t 
which a difappointment in love would produce on 
a mind of fo very peculiar a ftamp. On being 
fummoned to dinner, they found with the gentle- 
men that Mr. Hume of whom Mr. Nettleby has 
already favoured the reader with fo many defcrip- 
tions. He was a fafhionable-looking young man> 
in whofe appearance Mrs. Fitzofborne or Rorina> 
to both of whom he was an utter ftranger, Qlw 
nothbg extraordinary, 

Mr. Nettleby had in his countenance all the 
fullennefs of a rejedled lover, though his ill temper 
manifefted itfelf not in the ufual tender languifli- 
saent of love-lorn fwains, but in {happing at hi& 
nephew every time he ^attempted to fpeak, ia ex-^ 
ecrating modern cookery> and grumbling at every 
morfel he tafted, (as the reader has doubtlefs ob» 
ierved fome old grim grimalkin, or fudy maftiiF^ 
to lie growling over its food,] which liberty Mrs* 
£itzoiborne bore with the utmoft good bumouif« 

The young gentlemait, who, diuring the time 
of dinner, had appeared more occupied in admiring 
Roiina, than in attending] to his uncle, as ibon as 
Ae defei:t. was removed and the fervants with- 
^ dirawn^ 
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drawn} turned to the Uttep, and a(ke(i| \kim% whe- 
ther he had heard that hl» pU frieAd, ^, Cravenji 
was at length married to the young lady whom he 
had fo long purfiie^ ^.d by. itrhpipEi tie h%4 been fo 
f^equeatly £^je<^ed. 

<* Aye, ay^— rl t;bpiight what it WPidd come to 
at laft, ((aid Nettleby.) If 4 man h9» but pa-. 
tience, (continued he, caftiog « fpitefol gls^ACe at. 
Rofina,) he may have the beft of them : but it is 
paying too good a price for fo bad a commodi^; 
and I give him joy of hi^ bargain. I ibaU greatly^ 
marvel if bis piece of bouf^Id t^uS ^oes not make 
him rue ijie day he ever purchafed b^f • Sibe was 
no chicken; and when the blopm fades off the 
plumb, there's non^ of them that wo^i't be glad tOt 
jump at a cruft/* 

<' But fuch an old mouldy cru(l a^ Craven I 
(faid Mn Hume*) Faith* I think the lady muft 
have a danmed (harp nuttrimonial appetilQ that; 
could digeft him/ ^ 

^ You were not feed for ycmr opinion on the^ 
eafe, Mr. Malapert, and there was no neceiSty for 
your giving it. Not 6> mouldy^ neither. Diglq 

Craye^f 
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Craven and I were at college together : he \% not 
above four or five years my fenior*" 

«< YouT fcnior, Mr. Nettleby, (faid Mrs. Fitz- 
ofborne, determined to irritate* him ftill more,)' 
you fufprife me \ I always imagined Mr. Craven 
had .been at leaft eight or ten years younger than 
you* What could have driven it into his head to 
marry at fuch a time of life I" 

•< The hope of getting an heir to his large for-' 
tune, I fuppofe, (replied Nettleby (harply.) I 
don't know what elfe could put it into any man'» 
head to marry at any time of life, for my part ? 
They muft be biockheads, indeed, if they can pro-i^ 
mifc themfelves any comfort in female fociety;^ 
The Jewiih Rabbies had a curious tradition inre-^ 
fpefk to the fex, which plainly evidenced what 
eflimatfon they held them in. They mafntained, 
that when God created Adam, he gave him a tail 
like the brute creatures around himr but that, af-« 
terwardd obferviilg that this appendage had an in-^ 
congruity in its appearance^ by no means orna- 
mentat to the human figure, he took it oS^ and 
formed Eve therewith > thereby denoting to their 
fefbries, that woman ought tcv be regarded as the 
very fag-end of the creation^ or rather a fpecies of 

ex.-* 
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t&rttccnct bn it— What a blcffing would it bc^ 
if a man could but contrive to raife up an offspring 
to himfelf, without having recourfe to them in any 
ihape. I have read fome where of our modern 
philofophers having difcovered the fecret of making 
. eeh with flour and vinegar. I wi/b they would 
carry their refearches a little farther, and exco* 
gitate a method of making children out of foma 
iubflantial materials/' 

'^ At Ieaft9 (faid Mr. Hume, laughing moft 
immoderately at this curious fcheme,) at Jeaft you 
will allow your philofophers to keep their flour 
and vinegar for the convenience of elderly gen- 
tlemen like yourfelf. For my own part, I am no 
enemy to the old-&(hioned matrimonial fcheme; 
and would give no man any thanks for manu* 
fa£turing my children for me. And (hould a bit 
of this unfocial nature be brought into the Houfe 
after I get a feat in it ." 

" You get a feat in the Houfe ! No wonder 
poor Ireland (hould go to the devil, when fuch are 
the precious ienators who ena6i her laws ! A fet 
of little infignificant xurs, that ke^p barking and 
yelping at the heels of adminiftration, which, in 
its own defence, is obliged to eftablifh a brokerage 

of 
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of penfionS) places, and titles, in order to get fops 
to ftop their noiff throats withal ! Out upon it ! 
When I was in parliament -~-%" 

<< When you were, ((aid Mr. Hume,) you 
made it a point of confcience to oppofe admini- 
ftration, right or wrong." 

<< A man, (returned the old gentleman,} cannqt 
always difcern the right from the wrong ; and to 
join the oppofition is ceFtaialy the CaAik courfe." 

M And what did you get by it I ^r%^^rtifid his 
Dephevf.) If I give three thoufand pounds for a 
.borough, or tbat it coi^s me as mw^ to I^ay the 
\ votes and intereft of a fetpf rapacious rafcals of 
ireeholders, I think I have a right to expcfS^ tp be 
re-paid. What the devil did my country ever dp 
for |x)e, A^ I ihould w^tj^e my tfme, and bawl out 
my lungs in her fervice, withp^t any expe£i:atipn 
of adequate reward ? When fhe thinks proper to 
recompenfe my zeal, ^nd buy my (ervices with 
fifty or fixty thoufand pounds, ihe (b^ find nfke as 
fiamich a patriot as ^v^r flung dirt in the fepe 
^ of the mimftry, TiU tboo, lam her moft obc^ 

-« You 
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<< You are very candidj Sir/' (aid Mrs. Fit2« 
pflx>rne« 

c< Why, yes. Faith, Madam, whatever may 
be my faults, hypocrify is not in the catalogue." 

<' Perhaps, Sir, (faid Mrs. Fitzofborne,) it it 
fo much the worfe. Roch^ucault defines hypo- 
crify to be an exterior homage which vice renders 
to virtue. But it is the misfortune of the prefeiit 
age to have too little reverence for virtue, to wiOi 
even to aflume the appearance of it. Notwith- 
ftanding the odium with which hypocrify has been 
branded, I acknowledge I feel more reipe£l for the 
young man who wilhes to fcreen his faults an4 
follies fn^ the world, and entertain more hope of 
his one day renouncii?g the vices he'hasfenfibility 
enough to be albamed of,'than for him who blazons 
them in the face of day, and wears them printed 
en his brow in chara£lers of unblu(hing impu- 
dence. You may think me fevere, Mr. Hume j 
but my refledlions ^re g^eral, not particular« 
The levity of youth is entitled to many allowances; 
but nothing is fo fatal to morality a$ fbe prcfie^fity 
to level every diftindtion betv^een good and eyil, 
a^prefent fo predpminan^/' 

<* Thefii 
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« Thefe barriers, (exclaimed the old gcnife^ 
man,) have been long fince demoliflicd, and are 
at prefent in fo ruinous a condition, as to be pad 
reparation. The prefent age! it may juftly be 
ftyled the brazen age ; and pofterity will probably 
reprefcnt it under the fymbol of a monfter with a 
/ace of brais, a heart of flone, and a hand of iron. 
There is no danger, now-a-days, of feeing hypo- 
crites making broad their phyladerics, and praying 
at the corners of the ilreets, when a man who is 
iufpe£bd of praymg even in his clofet, is as much 
laughed at and derided as if he bowed the knee^ 
In a ridiculous and finful idolatry, before fom6 
graven image. In the prefent age, the greateft 
proof a young man of fafbion can give of his fpirlt, 
is that of flying in the face of his Creator, mock* 
tng at his inftltutions, and fetdng his vengeance 
at defiance*** 

«* If we were to confidcr the matter candidly^ 
((aid Mr. Fitzofborne,) I believe it would appear, 
Aat the prefent race of men arc not much worfe 
than their progenitors. Opinions and principles 
are governed, as well as other things, by prevail- 
ing modes. It is the nature of the human mind 
to afpire at diftindion : and the fame fpirit which, 
in an age of bigotry and enthufiafm, manifefted 

itfelf 
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Jtfelf in pfalm-finging and long prayers, now breaks 
out in profanenefs and impiety, and launches the 
dart of irreligious wit." 

** Your argument defeats its own purpofe, (re« 
plied Nettleby,) and proves the very reverfe of the 
propofition it was intended to eftablifli, viz. That 
the prefent generation is no more corrupt than the 
preceding. If a man, to conciliate my efteem and 
good opinion, afTumes an appearance of peculiar 
(a^n&ity and virtue, does not fuch hypocrify pre- 
fuppofe me to be poflelFed of a high regard and re- 
verence for the virtues of which he puts on the 
femblance, to fecure my approbation; and who, 
being himfelf devoid of virtue, will efteem it in 
others. No, no-— argue all you can. Many ages 
have been bad, but we have lived to fee the worft 
of them, to witnefs every duty of religion, every 
moral obligation, every fentiment of patriotic be- 
^'Ibevolence, ingulphed in ene univerfal fink of pro* 
fanenefs, depravity, and corruption." 

Mrs. FItzoiborne left the gentlemen to finiOi 
the argument) and retired with Roiina. 
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CHAP. m. 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



K9f«t compiicatei how wonderful Is Man. 

YOtTNC, 

« T T THAT a ftrangc creature is man !'* (feld 
W Mrs. Fitzoftomc to Rofiha,) and how^ 
difficult is the ta(k to feparate the good .and bad 
partidcs of which he feems to be compounded. What 
a-ftngular combinaticm does the character of this 
old man exhibit to our obfervation ! Hoir much 
fhrewdnefs and fagacity appear to be blended with 
bis follies and abfurdities ! < Madneft and perti- 
nency mixed/ as Glo^fter fays of Lear. Nature 
gave him an underftanding penetrating and com« 
prehenfive, and a capacity to give ftriking repre- 
fentations of life and mannerst You trace in his 
5 portraits 
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poitrsit& a ftrong, general refemblance of their 
originals I but prejudice darkens every ihade, and 
diftorts every feature/' 

The ladies were joined by the gentlemen at tea. 
Mr. Hume was very pointed in his gallantries to 
Rofina ; and Mrs. Fitzofborne would not have been 
difpleafed to have feen her increafe the old gentle- 
man's mortification, by flirting a little with his 
nephew. ) But Rofina was no coquette ; her mind 
was beildes) too much engrofled by its own kd^ 
ings, to be amufed by any thing. She received 
Mr. Hume's affiduities with the utmofl coldnefs 
and inattention; and, as foon as ihe could difen^ 
gage herfelf, went alone into the garden, and from 
thenxre rambling into the park, fhe entered a little 
Gothic temple, built by Mrs. Fitasolborne, and by 
her devoted to Solitude. As this place was at 
leaft a mile from the houfe, fhe thought herfelf 
fecure from every interruption. She threw herfelf 
on^a feat, oppofite the arched door of the temple; 
and, cafling her eyes over the lake that fronted it, 
wfaofe banks, rifing perpendicularly to a confi- 
deraUe height, were covered with large trees, that 
htti^ waving over the water with a gloomy fo- 
lemnity, fhe experienced for an interval that torpid 
fuipenfion of thought which often fuccecds to the 

per- 
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perturbation of an agonized fpirit But ibon ftarN 
ing as from a dream, her promife to Fittofbome 
darted acrofs her imagination ; and burfting into a 
violent flood of tears, exclaimed aloud,— 

«« Yes, I muft go ! But whither ? widiout 
friends, without money." 

She put her handkerchief to her eyes. Hearing 
a little noife, (he looked up, and beheld a man at 
her feet; but it was Auftin, the poor old Auftin, 
who for the laft two days )iad kept a watchful eye 
on her; and this evening, when (he pafled through 
the garden, his heart was torn by the unufual dif- 
quietude and dejedion he obferved in her air, and 
he determined to follow her, to entreat her con« 
fidcnce, and, if necefTary, offer her affiftance. 

^« Oh, my dear young lady ! (cried he, dropping 
on his knees, whilftthe tears ftreamed down his 
white beard as he fpoke,) forgive the boldnefs of 
your old faithful fervant. But how could I help 
it ! Have 1 not feen you thefe two days with 
your heart a breaking ; and juft now, as I ftood 
at the door, I heard you fayfomething about going 
fome where, and that you had neither friends nor 
money. To be fure, (continued he, fobbing,) 

I know 
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I know tbe likes of me is not fit to be the friend 
of fach a fine young lady as you. But in regard 
to money, I have a matter of two hundred pound; 
and if that will do you any good, and thkt you will 
take it from your poor old man, why.fure, if I 
come to want it hereafter, you may pay me when 
you are married to fome great gendeman or other. 
And, for matter of that, it is only taking your own 
a little before the time; for, having neither chick 
nor child of my own, and having fo often dandled 
you on my knees, and-flept with you in my bofom, 
I thought I had a kind of a fort of right, fomehow, 
to feel for you as if you were my own flefli and 
blood ; and fo I made bold to make my will, and 
leave my little rakings and fcrapings to you ; and 
here if is, (continued he,) rummaging in his poc- 
kets, and pulling out a piece of greaiy folded paper,} 
I got Juftice Dowdle's clerk to draw it out for 
me. And if it be a thing that you muft go away 
out of this, there's no part of the world I won't 
follow you to, if you will but let me," 

O, ye, who can venerate the (acred form of 
virtue, even when unadorned by any artificial em- 
bellifhments ; when, with the wild fweetnefs of the 
mountain flower, fhe appears in her native fim- 
plicity, her uncultivated lovelinefs; conceive, for 

Vol. IL ^ C 7e 
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ye only can conceive, the efFedl: wliich this ge- 
nerous and pathetic addrefs produced on the grate* 
ful and fympathetic bofom of Rofin^ ! It forcibly 
expreflTed the emotions of a noble, afFeftionate, 
and delicate mind j and all the graces of oratory 
could have added nothing to its pathos. Accuf- 
tomed from her infancy to Behold the world ftrip- 
ped of that veil of prejudice which few are taught 
to penetrate, Rofina's reafon refufed to confider in 
the light of an inferior the man who had evinced 
himfelf capable of fuch exalted generofity, fuch 
heroic attachment ! The cold didates of pru- 
dence were forgotten in that moment of grateful 
fenfibility; (lie flung her arms round him in a 
paffion of tenderncfs. 

" And you are, you are my father ! (cried 
Rofina,) and my friend ! My foul reveres you, 
my heart acknowledges you ! Away, then, with 
thofc narrow diftindtions, firft invented by pride, 
and perpetuated by folly ! Yes, Auftin, you fhall 
be my friend and my protestor; and if I want 
your money, I will apply it as my own." 

The old man fobbed with joy, whllft fhe leaned 
with one arm fondly thrown over him, and with 
Jl^er other hand fhe v/iped away with her own hand- 
kerchief 
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kerchief the tears that flowed from his eyes. At 
this moment her little dog, which had followed 
her from the houfe, and who, during this tender 
fcene, had (lept quietly at the foot of his midrefs, 
ftarting from its flumber, flew, barking, towards 
the door, vAiere Rofma, railing her eyes, beheld 
with inexpreffible confternation Mr. Nettleby and 
Mr. Hume, who on their part appeared no I^fs 
petrified with amazement with the fpeSacIe which 
prefented itfelf to their view ; nor was their afto- 
nifliment in the leaft diminiQied when Auftin, 
turning fuddcnly towards them, difplayed his hoary 
locks, white beard, and furrowed face ; for Auftin 
was feventy-three, and had a mien, a perfon, and 
a fweet complacency of countenance, that might 
have done honour to the cell of a faintpd anchorite. 
He arofe in great conf^fion ; and, wiping his eyes 
with his blue apron, fneaked away in as great dif* 
may as if he had been detefted in the commiflion 
of fome fmful action. 

As Auftin quitted the temple^ Mr. Fitzoft)orne^ 
who had happened to be a little behind his. com- : 
panions, entered it, and obferving the furprife of 
the gentlemen, and Rofina's embarraflTment, de- 
manded an explanation by the looks he caft around 
him. <> 

C a *' O, 
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^< O, nothing ! (faid the old gentleman, reply- 
ing to this filent interrogation,} nothing at all but 
a very curious difcovery we have made. O, woman, 
woman ! he who wrote the tale of the Ephefian 
Matroi}, pourtrayed thee to a tittle ! Yet, what pen 
can tracithee through the involutions and labyrinths 
of thy pride, thy folly, thy wantonnefs, and thy 
hypocrify! Behold this creature before us. Were 
a painter dcfirous of reprefenting the lovely . graces 
of innocence, modefty, and fenfibility, might he 
not catch his colours from the bluflies that man- 
tle on her cheeks at this inftant; and yet my 
own glow, whilft I yet fpeak, at the rccolleaion 
of the fcene I have been witncfs to !" 

<« What fcene ! (cried Fitzofborne eageriy, ex- 
ulting in the hope, that the opportunity he has fo 
long vainly wiflaed for, of blading the reputation 
of the perfon he hated, was at length arrived,} 
what fcene were you witnefs to?" 

<^ Faith, a very curious one," (aid Mr. Hume* 

<< A fcene of a moil atrocious nature, (replied 
Nettleby-} We abfolutely beheld her with her 
arms encircling the neck of her paramour !" 

« Thou 
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« Thou wretched girH" faid Fitzolborne. 

« And fuch a paramour! (continued Nettlcby,) 
a menial wretch, a vile deipicable hireling ! Ah, 
now, and not till now, was I thoroughly fenfible 
of the fignal and notable deliverance I have had. 
Had I married the wanton^ what would have been 
my difgrace and ignominy I For vice, as Shake- 
fpeare fays, 

«< For vice^ though to a radiant angel linkM, 
«« Will fale itfelf in a ccleftkl bed, 
«* And prey on garbage." 

^ Vou aftoniih me, (faid Fitzolborne.) Pray 
explain this horrible myftery." 

** Did you fee thd man that pafled you as you 
entered ?" 

** No, (faid Fitzofborne, never recollefting fo 
common a circumftance as meeting old Auftin,) 
I met no man/' 

« You met no manf This is very ftrange; 
it appears like witchcraft. An aged, hoary dotard. 
As I am a living man, I faw her arms about bis 
heck," 

C J « I could 
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(^ I could have wiihed it bad been a. halter/* 
faid Mr. Hume. • 



" What man ? (repjjited Fitaofborne eagerlyw) 
Who was it?*' 

« Old Auftin/' faid Rofina, lifting her eyeti 
inrlth a contemptuous fmile. 

*« Old Auftin ! (repeated Ncttleby,) aye, he it 
was : the villarnous grey-beard thar works in your 
garden. There muft have been fome flrange arts 
of fedudtion praflifed, fome fafcinating drugs or 
philters exhibited.'* 

« Old Auftin ! (faid Fitzofborne la a tone of 
diiappointnicnt,.for he»was well'aware.that it^wcwld 
be utterly itppofTible to fix a ftigma of fo KtdiculjQUS, 
a nature on the conduftjof Rofina.) Old Auftin, 
abfurdP* 

<< You may fay what you pleafe; but peoplq 
cannot difcredit the evidence of their own eye- 
fight,*' returned Nettlcby* , . > 

« Our laws, however, (faid Mr. Uume,) dp 
not condemn unheard. Itisjuft, that we liftei^ 

to 
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to what our fair defendant may have to alledge ia 
her vindication;" advancing towards her as Tic 
fpoke^ith an air of greater confidence than he 
had till then afllimed, and attempting to take her 
hand. 

Rofina turning difdainfully from him, arofe and 
quitted tfte temple, v/ithout uttering a fentence: 
but there was a dignity in her filence which plainly 
evinced that Ihe thought the acciifation brought 
againft Tier of a nature too "ridiculous to merit 're- 
futation ;fo, at lea'ft, Fitzofbofne and Hume in- 
terpreted it ; 'but the old gentleman gave it a' dif- 
ferent conftrudion. 

" See, (cried he,) the creature has • not one 
word to alledge in her own behalf." 

« It IS very extraordinary, I muft acknowledge, 
(faid Hume;) but I confefs I- can never believe 
that the old fellow received thole tender careffes on 
his own account. I fhould rather fufpeift him to 
be the Mercury of fome younger and more fa- 
voured lover." 

« A very probable conjeQure," &id Fitzofborne. 
C 4 •* I think 
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*♦ I think it is a very abfurd one, (cried Nct- 
tleby.J If the girl has ihewn judgment in any 
thingy it is in fixing her affe&ions on a perfon 
who is arrived at a time of life when men begin 
to be fteady and know- their own minds.'' 

*^ But, my dear uncle> C&L4 Hume>) from what 
you have juft now dropped, I find you were your- 
ielf the rival of this captivating old gardener. 
I ^m amazed you did not make me the confidante 
of your tender paffion ', a pafEon which muft meet 
the approbation of every perfon of common ua- 
derftanding." 

** Your raillery is extremely impertinent. Sir, 
(returned the old gendeman.) I defpife from my 
foul the approbation, as well as the cenfure,, of all 
thoie whom you call men of underftanding ; a 
difiin^ion which, I fuppofe, you allow to none 
but £aicyy impertinent cubs like yourfelf." 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED* 



n ne iuffit pas a une femme vertueui^ ds ne rien fiure que 
«lu bien } il faut encore c^u^eUe ne fafle rien qui ne (hit 
approuve* 

ROUSS£AV» 

ROSINA> at her return to the hoiire» had for* 
borne to fpeak to Mrs. FitiK^bome a^ this 
YexatKHis adventure, as the repetition of her con.* 
veiiation with Auftin nuift haive led to expla- 
nations utterly inconfiftent with the plan £he began 
to meditate* 

«* Mr. Fitzolborne, at his return, xpropofed a 

party of piquet» in the view of amufing the old 

gcntleaian> and diiSpating his chagrin* Mr. Hume 

C 5 had 
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had cut out, and Mrs. Fitzofborne was featcd 
with the other gentlemen at the card-table, when 
Rofina, who judged that ber abfentin^ herfelf from 
the company, might be imputed to a confcioufnef^ 
of the impropriety of her conduft^ returned to the 
drawing-room. Her refentment had rarfed her 
fpirits from the dejeftion by which they had been 
depreffed the preceding part of the day. She en- 
tere4 the room with more thaa ufual dignity of 
carriage, and animation of countenance. She 
feated herfelf at her netting, when Hume, to whom 
fhe appeared more beautiful and elegant thaa ever, 
approached her with an air of gay familiarity ^ and 
throwing himfelF on a chair beCde her,^— 

** I have been prajpihg all the evening for age 
and wrinkles, Mifs Mortimer, (faid he;) and, 
wth Ro(alind in As You Like It,, have been en* 
treating Jupiter to And i»e a-comoaodity &f hair, 
(ftroking his chia as he i^jce;) hut it muft bfi 
iong and white to oender. me amiable in- your eyes; 
A motive which xvcHild. induce. lae vix> ^uodes^o a$ 
Miany transformations as Jove himfdt :I jvouhl 
be impetuous as a bull, fierce, as the thunderbolt,, 
and woo. my lovely Danas^ in a fliawer of goldj," 
leizing her hand and ki^rtg it as he fpol^e. 

*^ You 



R O S I N A- 35 

f« You muft, indeed, Mr» Hume, (feid Rofina, 
angrily withdrawing' her hind,) ycu muft 'indfecd> 
undergo a total trafisformation before you can ap* 
pear'fb advantage in my eyes. But white hairs 
iind wrinkles, when found connected with im* 
pertinence and prefumption, do but expbfe their 
pofTeflbr to greater ridicule and contempt.'* 

« Ha ! fevere enough, faith. You have learn* 
ed that of Mrs. Fitzofborne. But, for mercy's 
'fake, for though I know you will think the quef- 
tibn impertinent,' r cannot forbear enquiring; do 
tell me what* motive could induce you to laviiti 
Ifiich tender' careffes oh that old grey- beard of a 
gardener ? I never felt (6 violent a tranfport of 
^nvy in my life. ' I could fcarcely refrain from 
cutting the dog*s throat.'* 

«< I am not accountable to you,' Sir, for my 
motives, ^returned Rofina;) motives, which, per- 
haps, were I to attempt to explain them to you, 
you might not underftand. Whilft my conduA 
appears blamelefs in my own eyes, I fhall not 
greatly concern myfelf about the mifmterpretations 
of millaken and misjudging people.'* ^ 

C fr «* You 
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<< You are of opinion then, (faki Mr. Hume 
with more gravity,) diat when a young lady is 
confctous of the propriety of her own a£tions, Ihe 
may view with contempt the cenfures of the 
world.'* 

^ Indeed I am not, ((aid Roflna.) Every wo* 
man wha has any feeling will wiOi to preferve a 
fair and unblemished reputation. It was perhaps 
a blameable pride that prevented me from entering 
into> any vindication of my conduct, at the moment 
when I am conictous it might have merited repre- 
lieniion ^ for there, are pertain limits prefcribed by 
decorum,, which we fhould never fuiFer our feelings 
to lead us ta exceed.*— That dd man was the 
faufband of my nurfe, and has beea from my in- 
fancy ftrongly attached to me.. At the moment 
when you furprifed usy he gave me an. inftanee of 
• the fondeft paternaJ^ffeftipn.. I have never known 
any ether father, (eontinuedRoflna,; wiping away 
a tear that ftartedlfirom her eye,) and forgot for 
X moment that he w^ notfuch ia reality." 

She arofe as (he (poke, and left the yomig. geii« 
tteman fully imprefled with a convidlioa which her 
fride wiflied him to ftel, that her bavii)g con- 
de£ceaded ta this ^uftiiicatioa of her condu<S)^ was^ 
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a fiicrifice to propriety, not made with any vievr 
to retrieve his good opinion, or conciliate his 
efteem* 

Mrs. Fitzofbome retired fbon afterwards ; and 
the ladies faw the gentlemen no more for the re* 
mainder of the evening. 

After fupper, Mr. Hume refumed the fubjc6l of 
his uncle's courtfbip, and made him many ironical 
compliments on the goodnefs of his tafte, which 
the old gentleman returned in his ulual ftyle of 
acrimonious recrimination. 

« I have a great fency, Counfellor, (faid Fitz- 
ofborne,} that your nephew has an inclination tt> 
become your rival. You fee he can fpeak or think 
of nothing but Rofina Mortimer*" 

« With aD my heart, f cried Nettleby,) I wo'n't 
difpute the prize with him. It is a pity fo well 
matched a pair ihould be feparated" 

Thefe expreBons, inadvertent anJ unmeaning 
on both fides, inftantly fuggeffed a new plan to 
the fertile imagination of FitzoAorne. To get 
Rofina oflF his hands, by any means, before the 

retura 
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return of his fon, was a point on which he had 
fixed his heart; but now utterly defpairing of teing 
rid of his burden by the uncle, his views inftantfy 
direfted themfelves towards the nephew. ITvery 
pne who attends ever (b little to what pafles in his 
own mind, muft have remarked the amazing ra- 
pidity of the operations" of thought,** with* what 
aftonifliing velocity this bufy principle examines, 
compares, rejefts, and decides. Before the old 
gentleman had time to finifli his fpeech, the pro- 
pable coi^fequences of a whole train of arguments 
had been weighed and confidered in the train of 
Fitzolborne. 

4 

y They arc a well-matched pair, indeed, (re-- 
peate4 Nettleby.J I was aftbnifhed at her ef- 
frontery juft now, when I faw her enter the room 
with as much calmnefs and felf-pofleffion as if 
nothing had happened 1" 

*• Dear Sir, (cried Fitzofbornc, who on a fud- 
den was become as zealous to vindicate the con- 
duct of Rofina, as, three hours before, he had been 
folicitous to afperfe' and ftigmatize it,) my dear 
Sir, how can you fufFer yourfelf to be influenced 
by fo lilly a conceit ? Rofina has from childhood 
b@en accuftomcd to the carefles and endearments 
Qf 



^f^ faim in my f^n^ly zperejy pa accqun^ of hi| 
u|i^9RiriiiQi» ^t^^q»£j:if ^q hef • I top}^ bcr pretty 
Jfey^rdy P9 ^^ ^o-dfy for ^er treatment o^ you. 
You m't^ht ha^ <M^^y^i ^ ftc yva? qfpecdiflgly 
df9«<%?il* I f^dP9fe 4|^ ojLd i»ap fuund-her i/^ 
tearsi 4A|1 ^hj^s 9fjigi92^d die fiUy (fxfitxo ^hic^ 
^u Brece lyitQefs. Xhe a^^^ P'^ ^uJ is a^np^ 
doating; eyery ooe treats him .vuth iioipiliadty^ 
^0 Yrbich he is 4Qult>Iy ^tit)p4> i^^^fSHfF} though 
latterly greatly i^educeil, l^is birth f^ e4ucati€^ 
were very refpedlable/' 

Tbefe laft circ|imflar\<;£* yenc ingcnioufly in- 
.yenteji by Fitoofbprue, to ,mitigate Rofiiia's ap- 
parent culpability; for Auftin haji ri^ither e;c- 
perienced any reverfe of fortune, nor enjoyed any 
advan^ige of educa.Uon. 

•s 

« Well, may be fo, (fkid Nettleby,) may be (o. 
Appearances, I allow, may deceive : we are not 
always to rely on tbemimplicitly> without attending 
to the teftimony of other evidence. But, however 
the matter may ftand, I am heartily rejoiced that 
.1 havie ^ept my throttle out of, the matrimonial 
flioufe; for, all cafualti^ and contingencies well 
■a;eflie£led on and confidered^ it is much fafer and 
5 wiier 
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wifer to fteer our little bark through the hazardoui 
and tempeftuous ocean of human life, without 
being burdened with fo precarious and trouble- 
ibme a lading as a wife. So, my good friend 
though the girl may be a very innocent girl, foi 
much reliance I acknowlec^e is to be had on ypiu 
teftimony, yet if ihe Ihould chance to repent of hei 
folly in refufing me, as may very probably happer 
one of thefe days, don't fufFer her to flatter herfeli 
with the hope of being able to (hake my refoive& 
for they are abfolutely and irrevocably fixed*" 

« Alas! (faid Hume,) how my heart bleeds 
for the beautiful Rofina! Dear Sir, you will 
drive the ill-ftarred feir-one to the dreadful re- 
folution of having recourfe to her garters !'^ 

•« None of your humbugging. Sir,) returned 
the old gendemans) ihe would be much more 
likely to be driven to fuch an expedient, if fhe 
was married to fome impertinent, worthlefs, hair- 
brained, gpod-for-nothing fcape-grace, like your- 
felfc" 

" Suppofe we try the experiment, Mr. Hume, 
(&id Fitzoiborne.) I think the nephew ought to 

cndeavout 
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tncleavour to conible the lady for the cruelty of 
the uncle/* 

» Why iaith, Sir, (faid Hume,) I did hazard 
a few gallantries ; but they were received with the 
moil frigifying indifference." 

<< I begin to think better of the girl,'' Aid 
Ncttleby. 

<< Then fuppofe, (faid Fitzofl>orne>) you come 
into my plan, and transfer your preteniions to your 
pephcw." 

<< With all my heart. If he doe$ -not do this, 
he will probably play fome other prank in the 
matrimonial way every whit as abfurd^ nay, it 
great deal more fo.". 

^ YOu faid juft now, Sir, (refumed Fitz- 
olborne,) that Mr. Hume and Rofina were well 
matched : but you were not aware how very high 
a compliment you paid the gentleman.'' And he 
launched out into a florid panegyric on Rofina'a 
charaAer and manners* 

Hume^ 
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Hume, who was not deficient in dilcemment^ 
now perceived that Fitzofborne was more ferjous 
in this converfation than he had at firft imagined 
him to be, and inftantly conceived that he was 
fpreading a fnare for him, which he determined to 
keep clear of. He ha4J||ieard in general terms 
that Rofina had no fortune, and inftantly con- 
jeilured that Fitzofborne wanted to infpire him 
witd fuch an attachment to her as might induce 
him to take her off his hands, and thus fave himfelf 
ih& ejcgeflce of.hcr future, n\aint?n^ncc^ and pro- 
v^fipn,^ Suck a. fchf oxc was perfeftly confiftent 
with the idea he had formed of Fitzofborne's cha- 
ra£ler; but he was rather furprifed and piqued^ 
that he. (hould fupppfe him fo ftupid a gull as to 
^, caugljt in a^ trap concealed with fo little at- 
^ntjop. H,e anifwered, looking down and twirling 
the feals which hung to his watch-chain as he" 
fpoke, ** That he doubted not the young lady me- 
rite^d all the encoiDiums Mr. Fitzofborne had la« 
\ifhed. on herj that no n^an felt a flronger admi* 
jpition to^ l?eauty. tharj himfelf j but. that all for love 
was not hi6. motto : that be was one of thofe un« 
fortunate njen who are conflrained^, by the nar- 
rownefs of their circumflances, to put a force on 
the wifbes of their hearts ; and that really at five« 
aad-twcnty it was early enough to think of ma- 
trimonial 
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trimonld conneAioiiF, which might* ufually be 
formed to much greater advantage after.a^man ba<} 
arrived at fome degree of eminence iu his pro* 
feilk>n. If I; were, in^ my uncle's, predicament^ 
(cootinued'hcy) ai>d could afFord«t04narry without 
a foftuijc — — ," 

«' Your uncle, noarry without^ a fortune-! (ex- 
id4i9)e4; ^fi%t^^yi) ; Qoft, taj^;thy . upclq fof, a^ 
W*ft*l . If eyejr I, ^imySiUfs i^op^. of the.girlt 
it was her fortune that put them iru^^ Q>y 2 bead* 
Marry without a fortune, quotha I" 

<c What, (faid Hume, dropping the^f^ifi^fn)|]| 
his fingers, and looking up with great earneftnefs 
ofeattpniionO/h^J^fcRferi4«qftf :t!?m5^ %lHn©?** 

Mrf.FIt»><b<Mm%tJtelue:|plMnfid:^l^ T^in^^ 
fituatiioai in.reipeifttto.hsi? lftJWrf^itfi, tQr \^ifjh th<f 
young gentleman, ai&w lUteoioft wit^ gr^^l^tft 
tention to all the circumftances, replied, That his 
UDole: viRft io. % fUM^tiOA; Wh tf^ ri^VP^ of; th%t oa- 
ture: but for ht9 OWO. I«iri,. b^iViU&.toq vki^, ^^ 
quainted with the precarioufnefs of the law, to 
build tifs: hppfi& ot ftxluoe on (9 flippe^y a Ibunda- 
tbn ; and added, that a l&\K-^it wa^. a. dBam^4 bacl 
l^oirtioa for a maataget with a.\^fei" . 

« As 
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<« As bad as you may think it, (replied Net- 
tieby,) it would have amply contented me; and I 
think I may without vanity fet up my judgment 
in competition with that of your worfhip, who 
knows no more of the law than your horfe does. 
But fuch is the folly» ignorance, and conceit of 
the prefent generation ! It is a ftrange thing * 
diat young people wo*n*t fuflFcr themfelves to be 
guided by thofe who are qualified by their years 
and experience for the difficult office of advifers 
and dire^ors/' 

<< It would be much ftranger if they would/' 
fiud Hume. 

« Why can't you take example by me ? (con- 
tinued Nettleby.) I never was arrogant, or fclf- 
opinionated, but always willing to yield my own 
judgment, when it oppofed that of a perfon whom 
I knew to be wifer than myfdf." 

<< And when or where did you encounter fuch 
a phoenix V faid Hume ironically. 

^< I tell you, puppy, (refumed the. old gentl&« 
man,) that I am fo well (atisfied of the event of 
the law'fuit in queftion, that I would willingly 

ftake: 
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ftake one half of my property on the fuccrfs of it. 
And if you marry the girl, I will give you three 
thoufand pounds, on condition that you bind your- 
felf in articles to give me four on the recovery of 
the caufe. Nay, I will, moreover, be conducting 
lawyer; and in cafe we are non-fuited, will demand 
no payment for my trouble." 

Mr. Hume, who knew his uncle was no jefter* 
and who, beiides, entertained great refpedl for his 
judgment and abilities when confined within the 
limits of his profeffion, began to waver in his 
opinion. 

«« And pray, ((aid he,) what may be the value 
oftheeftate?" 

^< It was originally three hundred a-year^" Cud 
Fitzofborne. 

^< Aye, (faid the old gentleman;) but as fure 
as I have a head upon my (boulders, I will make 
them refund every penny of the iffucs and profits 
arifing from faid lands and hereditaments during 
the fifty- three years of which the defendant has 
kept unlawful pofTeffion of them, beiides cofts. 
Do you think, blockhead, that if I meant to run 

my 
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my neck Into the' matrirfidfiial halter, it vras for 
nothing.'' Siftce I cannot venture to' give myfelf 

• a legal title to thefe lands and monies, it will be 
fomc confolation to me, to think 'that they are not 
to go 'ouf of my family; and that I fhall ftand, as 
it v^ere, in a fort of relationfliip td them. But I 
pi-oteft, pulling out his watch, it is almoft twelve 
o'clock. This is another of the vile perverfions of 
theprefent generation. - But they arc in the right to 
conceal their debaucheries from the fair fat:e of 
day: the darkeft hours of midnight are not black 
enough for the orgies they celebrate ; and I be- 
lieve in my foul, the prefent atrocious cuftom of 
turning night into day, firft originated from that 

/principle of Ihame which Providence implanted in 
the human mind for purpofes far better* Luft and 
rapine, fraud and murder, (continued he, rifing 
"and taking a light as he fpoke,) afFefl: the dreadful 
gloom of midnight, and prowl amidft the fhades, 
when fleeping nature (walking towards the door 
and opening it) feems dark and horrible as- the in- 
fernal purpofes that brood — — -." He went out, 
and (hut the door, but not his lips, which conti- 
nued to pour forth the effufions of his oratory as 
he walked up ftairs to his own chamber; nor were 
his harangues quite fihifhcd when his fervant had 
drkwn the curtain, and tucked in the cloaths at his 

•back, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



If fordid motives rule the heart. 
In vain poor Love may launch his dart ; 
When AvVice fpreads her fev'nfold fhield. 
The vanquifh'd god muft quit the field. 



THE gentlemen, after having laughed a little 
at Nettleby's oddities, returned to the more 
interefting fubjeft that had before engaged their 
attention: and Hume, how beginning to behold 
the matter in a more ferious light, thanked Fitz- 
ofborne for having fuggefted this plan to him, and 
earneilly entreated his rfiediatioa with RoHna. 
Fitzofborne advifed him to be flow and cautious 
fn his approaches; but above all things, to conceal 
his operations from the obfervation of Mrs. Fitz- 
ofborne, 
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ofborne, who, he hinted, had different views for 
Mifs Mortimer, to whom (he was partial, even to 
weakness. But as he conceived the plans (he had 
formed could never be realized, he faid, he thought 
he {hpuld amply fulfil his duty to Rofina, by pro- 
moting her marriage with a gentleman whofe 
profeffion fo peculiarly adapted him to retrieve the 
rights of her birth ; and whofe perfonal qualities 
enfured her an agreeable and eligible union. 

Mr. Hume made many profefSons of gratitude ; 
and now very warmly expatiated on the charms 
of Rofina, with whofe perfon he had in reality been 
exceedingly captivated. After having converfed 
near two hours, the gentlemen feparated, very 
much fatisfied with each other, and with the fuc- 
cefs that feemed likely to attend their refpe£tive 
plans : for, coldly as Rofina had treated Mr. Hume, 
he had too good an opinion of himfelf to doubt of 
engaging heraffe£lion, when he fhould convince 
her that fbe was the objeft of his ferious purfuit: 
and it had been prevloufly agreed between him and 
Mr. Fitzofborne, that, in order to give greater 
weight to the paflion he was from the next morn- 
ing to begin to manifeft, not one word (hould be 
dropped that could lead her to fufped): him of any 
interefted view, or even to imagine he had ever 

heard 



i^td a fyllable of the fortune to which (he was 
entitled. It was alTo agreed, that Hume fliould 
accept the -thre^ thoufand pounds on the terms 
offered by his uncle ; who, on bis part, had gone 
to deep, indulging bimfelf in the agreeable r^ 
fle£bion, that he fiiould not ofily pocket a neat 
thoufand pounds, but alfo have the pleafure of 
conducing a fucceTsful fuit ; for, by ^he force of 
Jong habit, he' had contraded a confiderablc fond« 
:aeis for his profeilion, and found the fame keea 
4elight in circumventing the manoeuvres, and 
tracing the windings of chicane, which is expe* 
zienced by aa old iagacious hound when he un- 
earths a fox, or traces a hare through its turnings 
and doublings, 

Mr. Hume retired to hts apartment, with his 
head, and he fancied his heart too, full of Rofina. 
He flept not one wink, and, before morning, bad 
almoft perfuaded himfelf that it was his growing 
paflion for that young lady which had kept him 
wakings though it is nu^e th:yi probable, that, 
had no ambitious plan been (uggefted to his ima- 
gination, Rofina, with all her charms, would not 
have been able to deprive him of oqc moment*s 
repofc 

Vol. II. D Mr. 
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Mr. Fitzofl>orne was not Ie(s fatisfied with tbe 
meditated alliance than either of his guefts. To 
Rofina, abftra&ed from her interference with bis: 
favourite pUns, he had no violent averfion; Md 
would have been rather better fatisfied to procure 
her abfence from his family by decent, and feem- 
ingly honourable means, than to eiFe£l the fame 
point by illicit artifice. He knew that her heart 
was inexperienced, fufceptible, full of ideas of ro- 
mantic generofity and tendernefs;^and he fancied 
it could fcarcely efcape the fnare which the ap- 
parently difmterefted attachment of a man, young 
and agreeable as Hume, was to fpread for its 
affe&ion. 

Far different were the midnight reveries of the 
poor Rofina, who fteeped her pillow, meantime, 
in the tears of uncertainty and anguifh. Deter- 
mined to leave the houfe of the perfon by whom fbe . 
was perfecuted and hated, and equally determined 
not to involve in any difagreeable confequence that 
prote£lrefs to wljom ihe owed more than filial 
obligation, and for whoie happinefs (he felt more 
than filial folicitude,' Ihe refolved to wit{idraw her* 
felf privately, with the iififtancc of old Auftin, 
whom ihe determined to make, not only the con- 
fidante, but the companion of her flight ; and with 

him 
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hhn to feclude herfelf in fome fdlitude, where fkc 
might pafs her time in privacy and retirement, 
until the marriage of young Fitzofborne, or fome 
other favourable circumftance, might enable her 
to leave it with propriety. There was fomething 
heroic in this meditated facriiice to friendihip and 
generoHty that was flattering to the ambition of a 
young mind ; and flie exulted with a fond entbu- 
fiafm in the idea of proving to Mrs. Fitzofbornf, 
diat (he had not lavifhed her tendernefs on an un- 
grateful and unworthy obje(%^ But, for the exe* 
cation of this plan, money was abfdutely necef- 
fary; aild Roflna, ^< open as Heaven to melting 
charity,'* had (o liberally diftributed the money 
with which (he had been as liberally fupplied by 
her friend, that fhe was not poiTeiTed of five guineas 
in the worlds It is true, (be had many valuable 
-toys and trinkets ; but fhe knew, that when things 
of this kind are difpofed of at iecond hand, diey 
proiuce^ very inconfiderable price, and flie tlo- 
termined that, notwsthftanding what ihe had ut* 
tered in the. fir ft emotion of her furprife and ten- 
dernefs, no :neceflity fhould oblige her to hsLve - 
recourfe to Aufttn's purfe, or fuiFer him to rifque^ 
on her account, the little 49ittance he had faved for 
the fupport of his age. She knew that ihe was 
entitled to a few hundred pounds, the'v^eck of 
D 2 her 
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her father's fortune; but fhe alfo knew, that^ with--' 
out Mrs. Fitzofborne*s knowledge, ihe could not 
command one (htlling of it; and to fufFer that 
lady to conceive the lead fufpicion of her plan, 
vould utterly defeat it. One, and only one ex« 
pedient remained; but that was of a nature fo 
difagreeable, that (he could not determine to em^ 
brace it. She knew Mr. Fitzofborne would mofi: 
readily fupply her with any money flie might want 
to effeft a purpofe fo very near his heart, as her 
removal from his family before the return of his 
fon; but her pride refufed to folicit what even 
wore the appearance of an obligation from him 
who was the objed of her deepeft refentment. 
The moining found her bewilde^ in thefe re- 
flections, and ftill undecided and embarrafied. 

Mr. Hume, in purfuance of the plaui of the pre- 
ceding evening, began his operations the very next 
•morning. He entirely laid afide the forward levi^ 
-of manners which had fo greatly difgufied Rofina 
on the day before, and approached her with all th^ 
refpe£lful affiduity of a ferious lover : but whether 
it was, that this afiumed charader fat awkwardly 
on him, or that Rofina was too much engrofled 
by her own painful feelings, to pay much attention 
to his gullantries, certain it is, they made fo little 

Impreffioa 
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iitiprcffion on her mind, that ihe took not even 
the trouble of exainining what fource they, might 
proceed from. Mr. Hume, though (umewhat dif-- 
gufted with her coldnefs, ilill flattered himfelf it 
was the refult of mifapprehenflon, and fancied, that 
when (be (hould be convinced of behig the objedl 
of his ferious attachment, his addrefles would meet 
a very different reception -, and, confidently with 
this idea, after having fighed and ogled about eight 
days, a preparation he thought very fafEcicnt, he 
determined to hazard a more unequivocal avowal 
of bis tendernefs ; and, in this intention, he one ' 
morning traced her to that very temple where he 
and his uncle had before furprifed her» 

Rofina had wandered out with a bo6k; but her 
thoughts were too much occupied by the diftrelTcs 
of her own (ituation, to attend to any foreign fub-» 
jedl; and though her eyes ftrayed over the lines, 
her ideas were too wild and unconneiSed to be 
fixed by their import. The book dropped from 
her handte 

*^ You are fo much the votory of folitudr^ 
Mifs Mortimer, (faid 'Hume, as he entered the 
temple,) that I fear you will not be cafjy per-» 
fittdcd to pardon this intrufion.**' 

Dj « Moffi 
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** Mdl readily, (Cud Rofina, finilmg;) though 
J profefs myfelf the Prieftefs of this Divinity, I 
have no exclufive right to offer incenfe in this 
temple, devoted to her worfliip, and will therefore 
leave you to your devotions/* She arofc as (he 
(poke. 

<* Hold, (faid Hume, catching her hand with 
an air of gaiety,) as the Prieftefs of the Goddefs, 
you muft officiate at her altar, prefent our fa- 
crifices, and inftru6l us how to make them. I 
confefs lam but a novice in the bufinefs, and re- 
quire yonr good offices as a mediatrix to reconcile 
me to this deity, whom, notwithftanding all the 
fine things that have been faid of her, both by 
ancients and moderns, I have hitherto very much 
defpifed and negledled* But if you, Mifs Mor- 
timer, will condefcend to affift my devotions, I 
will promife to become the moft zealous of her 
votaries, and worfhip.the goddefs in.fpirit and in 
truth/' 

« As the Prieftefs of the Deity, (faid Rofina,) 
I muft again inform you, you muft offer your in- 
cenfe, and await her infpirations, in folitary lone- 
linefs.— So, adieu.*** 

« Solitary 
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** Solitary lonelinefs ! (repeated Hume:) thero 
is fom^thing frigifymg in the idea ! No, ^aith^ 
nature never formed me for the cell of a hermit. 
I have too much philanthropy, and I love mankind 
too well, to vfifh to bani(h myfelf from their 
thvellings, and exchange their intercourfe for thUC 
6f the fentimental owls and bats which compofe 
the train of this fombre Divinity. Or if 1 was 
deftined to fix my refidence in a defert, I would 
take at leaft fome fair and focfable companion to 
animate its glooms: and if my withes might be 
accompliflied, that companion /hould be— -— ^-. 
Shall I dare to name her V* 

« You may poffibly have fome reafon, Sir, 
(find Rofina coldly,) for wifliing to conceal the 
name of your &vourite ; and I caa certainly have 
none for dedring to be acquainted with it. We 
wQl therefore feparate, if you pleafe.'^ 

" Mifs Mortimer, (faid Hume with more fe- 
rioufiiefs,) I doubt you miftake my chara&er. 
You may think. me, like too many other young 
men, light, volatile, and incapable of real attach-^ 
ments but——." 

D 4 " Indeed^ 
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^ Indeei}, Mr. Hume, (interrupted Rofina,)c 
thefe are fubjcfts on which I have never reftc£l- 
cd, as the turn oS your chara£br was never likely 
to be of any confequence to me* Yeu cannot 
wonder that I (hould have never taktn anjr paiii» 
to develope it" 

*^ Bat, (replied Hunae,)' will you ftill eontitiu« 
to. think it a fubje<£t fo very infignificant, whei^ 
jou find it no lefs ilrongly marked by liberality^ 
of fentiment, than'- by? conftancy of attaehments; 
when, yau arc afluredy. that die heart which offers, 
ittfelf to your ^aqCeptance^ thfsvct harboured anjr 
views but the pfioi); (brbus and honourable!" 

«> Honourable vtews, MnHume!- WEo-cvor 
«fpeSed you of conceiving any other V* 

^ And ho? kfft dintereAedr than bonourablt^ 
^pupfeied' Hume.) It is true, my fortune is at 
prefentfmall; but £ have good^ expe£bitions : fiich. 
. as it:i&,, I haa^e no ambition b»t to fhare it with 
you. L have roafon to flatter nryfelf, that Mr^ 
Fitzofborne efteems me,, and will give a fan^ioa 
ta my Bretenlions^'* 

lLoiIi% 
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. Rofina, exceedingly furprifed at this very un- 
cxpeded declaration,^ continued iUent and ea^ 
barrafled*. 

^ It IS true, (contmued Humcy wiihmg to giVe 
&is paffion^ ftiU greater merit in the eyes of Ro- 
fina,) it is true, I have reafon to apprehend Azt 
mj uncle's moft ferious difpleafure will be the 
confequence of this attachment *^ but wheamy af-^ 
fedions are fixed on an. obje& fo lovely ; when the 
whole happinefs of my future life is at ftakc— — •'* 

" Mn Hiimey (interrupted RoCha^ recovering, 
from her firft furprife and embarrailment,} no man. 
ihall evec fuflFer from a generous prepofTeflion in 
my favour.- I will never- render myXblf liable V> 
the paihfuL confciouihefs of having, repaid, attach* 
ment witlt injury* The disad of the con&quence» 
ef your'uncIe!s difpleafurey. would be a fufficient 
motive to deter me. from entering into any eof^ 
gagements with you,^ had I ncKOtherJ^ 

" It is true, (faid Huniie,, fearing he haf ovcr^- 
.fiiot his mark,} my uncle. has great oddities: buty. 
notwithftanding his contemptuous manner of treat* 
ing me,. I have rea&n to believe that be is greatly 
intereHed in my. happinefs ;, and when he is coi>- 
D S viiw:eA^ 
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vlnccd that it is abfolutely dependent on this union^ 
his avarice will yield to his zffeQion for me*— On 
condition that be fhould be brought to confent to 
my wilhes, will you promifc rate that you will not 
bppofe them ?" 

Rofina hefitated in doubt and confudon; and 
Hume imagined he had prevailed. All the dif- 
ficulties and diftrefles of her fituation prefented 
tiiemfeFves at one vi^w to her imagination* Could 
flie doubt the reality of an attachment fo apparently 
difinterefted ? Slie had never heard any thing to- 
the disadvantage of Mr. Hume's eharadtei:^ his 
perfon was agreeable, and his manners genteel;, 
bis expe63tationS). if his uncle confented to this 
marriage, were undoubtedly very good ;• every rea- 
fonablc confideration feefmcd to weighi n favour ofi 
this unions— if (he rejected it, what was the al** 
ternative ? A clandeiHne elopement, which, muft: 
Hecefikrily fubjedt her to ■ numberlefs inconveni- 
ences and difedvantag.es, and from which, confe* 
c[uences the moft difagreeable mtght refuk. Yet,» 
fpite of every motive which might incline heV- to* 
encourage Mr. Hume's addrefles, the more povv- 
erful impulfes of her heart fiill over ^ruled. the fog- 
geftions of her reafon. She felt that fhe'did not,. 
- itfid fhe^ ftM^cied that (he never fl&ould,, love htm«- 
* 5- ^ Uume^ 



X O S I N A. g^ 

Hume> meantime, interpreting her filence in his 
favour, uttered the nioft flattering profeffions: of 
tendernefs and admiration, interfperfed with as: 
many vows of unabating affedion and unfhakea 
conftancy as he thought neceilary to the occaHon, 
and prefled with much ardour, to know her decifion. 

** On a point of Co great confequence, (faid 
Rofina,) you cannot be furprifed if I fhould refufe 
to decide until I fhall have had leifure for re«. 
fle£iion« To-morrow you fhall know my de« 
termination/' 

** Meantime, ffaid Hume with great eagerncfs,) 
I muft make one condition : Will you promife me 
.not to mention our converfation to Mrs, Fit*- 
ofborne l*^ 

•« Be aflured I meant It not, ((aid Rofina, who 
&ncied Hume had received fome hint of her friend's 
intentions in refped to her ioti',) and now, adieu/' 

Hume followed her;, and, with the aflurance of 
a lover who fancies himfelf favoured,, took her 
hand| and would have put it through, his arm as 
,they walked ;. but (he coldly withdrew ir, and in^ 
flfted on his leaving her ; to whichy after many 
comjplaints and remonftrances, he confented« 

J) & CHAP^ 
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paths of innocence, lovelinefi, and goodnefs, fucb 
as your's !— But to my tale. Can you guefs the 
motive which influenced the addrefles of your aiw 
cient lover ?** 

«^ I know no particular motive to attribute them 
to,'* faid Rofina* 

•* Some time fince, without your knowledge, 
(refumed Mrs. FitzofbCrne,) I put into his hands 
the papers relative to that unfortunate law-fuit, 
in which the interefls of your £imi)y have been 
lb long involved.*' 

*^ Indeed^ (faid Roflna,} I think you are toa 
implicitly the votary of hope, if you ftill fuffcr 
^ her to flatter you with sui illufion that has been (o 
fetal to my family. When I confider her as the ori- 
gin of all thofe unfortunate fuits which defblate 
the fortunes and deftroy the peace of fo great a 
number of mankind, I am almofl tempted to wifli 
" that (he had never left her old refidence in Pan- 
' dora's calket y for, without hope, there would be 
no law-faits, and, were 1 nowpoflefled of the mo- 
ney that has been lavifhed on that unlucky eauie, 
lihbuld beopulent»'t 
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•«No matter^ (faid Mrs. Fitzoftbrne ;) for- 
tune is in your debt, and fooner or later will fettle 
her account with you. On Ncttleb)r's arrival 
Here, I enquired his opinion of the cafe, but he 
gave me evafive anfwers, and told me I was too 
111, and my nerves too wealc .to be talked to on 
bufinefs at that period; and, knowing the whim<^ 
ileal obftinacy of his humour, I was obliged to 
give way to it. This morning, however, I again 
prefTed to know his opinion $ and, though he ex* 
prefled it in terms the moft equivocal, and invoU 
ved it in abundance of law phrafes, to me inex* 
plicable, I could eafily difcover that it was very 
favourable. ** If 1 had married the girl myfetf,'* 
(aid he, **^ with much expence and difficulty^ I 
fntght have been enabled, by my own knowledge 
and unremitting afiiduity, to make fomething cSf 
it ; but I am too far advanced in life to purchafe in* 
to lotteries of this nature. However, if you 
will be advifed by me, you will try to get the 
child married taibme young man bred to the law,, 
who, having but a fmj^i dependence of his own,, 
may find it worth his while to engage in the bu^ 
finefs. There is my nephew, Harry Hume, for 
inflance ; but the misfortune of it is, that the fel:* 
low has fi> good an opinion of himfel^ that he 
VfM exped to get as good a fortune any hour o£ 

the 
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the day without the trouble of going, to lamr for 
k> and, indeed, now-a-daj^s, there are fo mdinj 
^ich old fpinfters and jointured widows ready to^ 
ihap up every young feliow of a tolerable ap<^ 
pearaiice, that it makes them all as conceited a& 
the devik'* Indeed, Rofma, ^continued Mrs. 
Fitzofborne,,} if I am not very deficient in pene-«* 
tration, this fly old Renard has a defign on you^. 
€S rather on your fortune,, for his nephew, and I 
think the young* gientkman has been rather parti- 
cular to you of late^. foe I have perceived fome of 
hiS ]angui(bing glances when he thought himfeir 
luiobferved. It ftrongly occurs to me that they 
are of Intelligence in the plan, and that Nettleby's 
diffidence of the fuccefs of the fuit is afllimed, to 
enhance his nephew'smeritin being willing to exit-- 
gage ia it"' 

A fiiddenilalfr of light. feemed t»» burft on the: 
mind of Rofina,. and left, her not a doubt that: 
Mrs. Fitzofborne!s fagacity had hit the right 
points Her breafl feemed relieved from a heavy 
iveight of Jorrow and anxiety,, and, in the firft 
emotion of her furprife,, ihe was going, to reveal 
to her friend ail that had pafled between. Hume 
and: hcrfelf,^ u*uil the recolleftion of herpromiib: 
aeAj;ain6dher>, and ihe continued fdent». 
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"If I find my conjeftures to be juff, (conti- 
nued Mrs. Fitzoftornc,) I fhall be tempted t^ 
entertain the raoft fenguine expe€iatioM8 in fefpe<!t 
to the eycnt of the fiiit, as I am convinced no- 
thing bat the faireft profpe6t of ftjcceis could in** 
duce Netdeby ciiAier to embark in it hnnfelf, or 
to entarl it on his nephews I am therefore deter- 
mined ta Aiffer your c^im to lie ierm^nt no lon- 
ger. If I have wealth, to what more noWepup- 
• pofe can I confecratc rt, than to that of eftablifli- 
ing tbe juf! clarms, and rcfforing the rights of an 
injured orphan, too long ufurped- b^ rapine and 
oppreifion f Notwitbftanding the oppofition wbicb 
I know Mr. Fitzoftornc will offer to^thie new 
proof of my blind inf^ituation,, as I am certain b» 
will term tt, I have refolvedto devote the.fum of 
five thoufand pounds to the profecution of thi» 
bttfineis, and, whiM that money iaRsy I anr de-» 
termined that it (hall be eanpried oft with. fgiBtJ^ 

Roiiiu*l5 heart was too fiilt to permit her to C3«- 
prefs her feelings ; (he preiSsd the bands of her be- 
ixb&rck to ker lips, and bathed them ia the af» 
fcaing tears of filent gratitude.. 

^* Confider,. Rofina, (reftmed Mrs. Fitzof- 
tornc, J it is the rights of my (on I liipport ;- for 

XwiM 
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I will ftill flatter myfelf that your Intcrefts will one 
day be the fame. But, Rofina^ before we difmirs 
this Aibjed, think not I «ver meant to {hackle 
the freedom of your affieSions with the fetters of 
obligation. I love you as my daughter, and wi(b 
on my fon's account, no lefs than on my own, to 
make you fuch in reality ; but, if your heart 
&ouId form an attachoient inconfiftent with this 
view, let no falfe enthufiafm of gratitude and 
friendfhip influence you to reftrain its emotions. 
You fball be abfolutely miftrefs o£ your fate, and 
of yoiir fortune. The mai^ whom your heart ag- 
proves, for I am convinced it will make a worthy 
^cledion, fliall be to me as a fons for fuch ig vtiy 
teodemefs for my Roiina> that it diffuses i^f 
over every thing that (he loves." 

<< O my beft friend ! my deareft benefadlrefs I 
(eT^daimed RoAna,) in accents interrupted by fobs 
and tears,} you fpeak to me of freedom at the mo- 
ment when you bind me by indiflbluble obligations. 
But how fruitlefs are profeffions 1 My a£tioAS 
fhdil foon prove to you whether I deferve this ge- 
nerous tendernefs.'* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. vn. 

THJI NARRATZV8 CONTINUED* 



DUPLICITY DETECTED* 

THE family had fcarcely done dinner^ and 
were yet at tablei, when a' fervant brought 
-Mrs* Fitzoiborne two letters from Dublin. One 
of them was directed in her fon's hand : fhe haftily 
opened it. 

«* Congratulate me, (cried (he, whilft her eydi 
iparkled with joy,} my fon is at Florence, and 
will be with us in Ax weeks/' 

Fitzofborne*s countenance changed at this in* 
tellfgence. He caft a gloomy and fufpicious glance 
M Rofina. 

Mrs* 
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Mrs. Fitzofborne, after having read alou^ fo 
tbe company fucb pafiages of her Ton's lettter as 
were calculated for public exbibkion> recollected 
file bad received a fecond. 

^ Ro(ina> (cried flie> whea (he had jread it,) 
my dear Rofiiia, fortune begins to £nlie on us. — * 
See what we have here : the ticket in which we 
were partners is drawn a priae of three hundred 
pounds t*' 

The profpe£k of young Fitzoiborne's imBiediate 
return had ftruck Rofina with a terror which had 
been confiderabiy heightened by the ferocious glan* 
ces of bis father. Her tboctghts, whilft Mr9» 
Fitzo£borrfe read the letter, had been bufdy em* 
ployed in meditadi^'fdans for berv efeape, but the 
want of money feemed to defeat them a)l. It wa» 
BO wonder then» that» at fuch a moment^ the gift 
of chance ibould affume the s^^eau-ance c^ an in-i^ 
terpolltioit of Providence* Alt her difficukies 
feemed to vanifli inr a moment; her ibare of the 
prize, ike imaginedy would be amply (lifficient to 
enable her to execute her projeft ; but, fuddenly 
recollefbing that the fcheme (he planned was to 
feparate her from her friend^ (he arofe and left the 

£Qoa^ 
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rconi) to conceal the tears ^ich ihe could not 
reft rain. 

That very evening, having packed up feme of 
the plaineft of her cloaths, (he delivered them* to 
Auftin, v^ho proniifed to get them carefuJly con- 
veyed to town, and eommitted to the care of a 
friend, on whofe integrity he could depend j and 
thus, by fending away fmail parcels at a time, (he 
knew (he could eafily fupply herfelf, without in- 
curring any fufpicion, with as much of her cloaths 
as might be neceflary for her in the folitude to 
ivbicb (he meant to retire. 

The next morning Mr. Hume, who was impa* 
tiettt to hear from Rodna's lips the confirmation 
of the hanpinefs which he imagined awaited him, 
appeared impatient for an opportunity of fpeaking 
to her in private ; and, as (he had no wilh to de- 
cline giving him one, he feon found her aloney 
and eameflily entreated to know her decifion, not 
in the lei^ doubting that at would be favourable to 
his wiflies. 

^ But ixtt^ Mr. Home, ((aid RoHna,) permit 
me to a(k you one queftions have you never, 
(continued (he, fixing her eyes earneftly on his,) 

have 
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have you never heard of a law-fait that has long 
depended in my family ?" ^ 

Hume viras exceedingly embarrailed by this qnef- 
tion. If he anfwered pofitively in the negativei 
he dreaded left his uncle had dropped fome hints 
which might prove the contrary of fuch an zfkr* 
tios}': He replied with hefitation, that he had in« 
deed heard fome incoherent hints relative to fuch 
a matter ; but that fhe could not fuppofe diat the 
profpe£l of any very uncertain advantage of that 
nature could have influenced the addrefles he had 
done himfelf the honoui: to make her. 

. ** But (faid Rofina) you and your uncle hav^ 
conferred about this matter, and he did not difap^ 
prove youraddrefTes." 

Hume, now certain that his uncle had betrayed 
his fecret, acknowledged that; he did not ; but at 
the fame time pofitively difdaimed all interefted 
views on his own part, aad affe£ted to fpeak very 
lightly of her right to a fortune fo long, the obje6l 
of contention,— -a right by this time, as he pro- 
fefled to believe, entangled in infurmountable dif- 
ficulty. 

"^ "But, 
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^^ But, (faid Roilna, determined to probe him 
flill deeper,) before you beard of this difputed 
eighty you never entertained one ferious thought 
of me." 

Hume, ftill more embarrafled and confdunded, 
protefted that, from the firft hour he beheld her, 
he admired her mod: paiSonately. It was true, in« 
deed, that his paternal fortune was very fmall,««« 
and he heiitated in confufion. 

** But an inftant ago, Mr. Hume, (faid Rofi- 
ria,) you difclaimed all views of intereft, and now 
you tacitly acknowledge them. Ycfterday yoii 
exprefied great appreheniion of youi" uncle's op- 
pofition to your wiihes, and to-day you confefs he 
was acquainted with your addreflfes to me, and appro^ 
ved them. When the heart ipeaks its own fimple lan-^ 
guage, contradictions of this nature can never oc-^ 
cur. I am not fo childifhly romantic as to rejeft 
the fuit of a lover, becaufe his circumftancesf 
would not permit him, or that his inclinations 
might not lead him to marry me without a for- 
tune I but fincerity has ever been the firft of hu-* 
man virtues in my^ eftimation, ahd I cannot cbn- 
fcnt to unite myfelf to a man, whofc experienced 
duplicity would excite continual diftruft j' a man,- 

who 
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who bars artfully ftudied to deceiire mehj afiuming; 
the appearance of a generofity foreign to his hearts 
I was unbiafied by partiality for any other perfon^ 
and, bad I been treated with candour, an union 
might poffibly have taken {dace between us i for, 
be afTured, you will find it much eafier to reach 
the heart of a woman, whofe affedion is worth 
wiihing for» by a manly fincerity, than by difm* 
genuous concealment and fballow artifice." 

Rofina withdrew as {he (poke, and the det^rmi- ' 
ned fieadinefs of her manner convinced Hume 
that it would be in vain to folicit a repeal of the 
fenteuQe (he bad paflfed. He fought Mr* Fitzo£- 
borne, and, in a transport of rage and vexation, 
bitterly complained of the imprudent loquacity of 
his uncle, who, as he had every reafon to believe, 
had betrayed their intelligence either to Mrs. 
Fitzolborne or Rofina, and by that means utterly 
firuftrated their projeAed plan. Fitzofborne, at 
this information, was (carcely le(s irritated than 
Hume. He bad indulged himfelf with the hope 
of getting Rofina married before the return of his 
fon, and to fin^ his views thus traverfed by the 
folly of the perfon whofe intereft it was to pro- 
mote them, extremely difconcerted and provoked 
him. V/hilft both gentlemen were venting the 

folecn 



^oeji of . vexatipus ^^^ppdnifxient^ in .«xecmtioos 
x>n thexabfurdayi which bad thus xQUS^fdiSteAtbfir 
fchemes, Mr. ^ Neuleby very .csdmly.jn^Iked into 
^e to^ttij xitterJy uncoo&ious of ; the ftormithjit 
Orwaitedhtm. 

** So, counfcllor, (cried Fitzofbornc,) you have 
•ttade a fine .piece, of .work bf it; here ! ^ Aftef hav* 
ifi^!<beenac \hc trouble ,of carrying on our tna* 
chinations fbnxiear a fortnight, juft . at the tnop:i^nt 
when wc thought ourfelves fecure of fuccefS| to 
blow up our whole defign in this manner !'' 

<« 1 do «obki«w,whatithe.>d^vil t(qrie4, Hty^^e, 
4n a.'jr|ge).X4wld«have pat it.kito..ypur.,h/cad,.to 
-aae|ldieiin;iheiaiffair.)at:all ! A £or (pecAmei) you 
have given. ius of .the wifdom. and.Jagacity ypxi 
JceepXiicb anqiicMaboiit !'' 

<< As I am a living man, (cried- Nccdeby,) I 
know no more what you mean than a blackmoor ! 
'-Eo^m](p9rt, I believe ;you are both.. goneout of 
your fenfes; but is there any thing marvellous. in 
that, in a country which is one univerfd Bedlam^ 
and'of which- alt tte-inhabitiints^are- maniacs?" 

<« Not all, (fiiid FitEofbome iharply,} for there 
Y6h.lh E are 
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are ftill ideots enough amongft us } and fools, the^ 
fay, never go mad. What bufinefs bad you, in the 
devil's name, to acquaint Mrs. Fitzofborne or 
Rofma, that Harry Hume courted the latter with 
your approbation, and on account of the property 
which he hadreafon to hope would devolve to her r*' 

« Bedlam, Bedlam ! (exclaimed the old geiv- 
deman, drawing up his eye-brows, and (baking 
his head and both hands,) mad, mad as March 
hares !" 

«« Juft at the moment (Cried Hume) when I 
had wound her up to a proper pitch of gratitude 
for nfiy difinterefted attachment, and thought my« 
felffecute of carrying my point without the flight- 
eft oppofltion, to have her turn on me like a little 
tygrefs, reproach me with diiingenuoufnefs and 
want of candour, and infult me with my uncle's 
conTent and approbation P' 



<« Go on, gentlemen, (cried Nettleby,) pray go 



on 



i»> 



^ I had the moft particular jreafons (faid Fitz* 
ofborne,) for wifliing this connexion to take 
place.", 

«Aye> 
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•* Aye, now it is your turn," Cud Nctdcby, 

«« And it is extremely fcvere that my plans 
fliould be thus rendered abortive/^ purfucd Fitz- 
olborne, *^ by the very perfon too whofe intereft, 
as well as duty, it was to uphold and promote 
them." 

[ ^' It is indeed very fevere," (aid Hume. 

« And now, gendemen, (faid Nettleby,) if you 
wiU^low me leifure to put the queAion, how, in 
the name of Wonder, have I disjointed and cir- 
cumvented all thefe fine plots, plans, fchemes, 
proje^s, and machinanons of your^s !'* 

** By revealing them to Mrs. Fitzofbome or 
Mlfs Mortimer,'' faid Hume. 

<< And pray, who has informed your lagacious 
worfhips that I difclofed them to Mrs. Fitzofborne 
or Mifs Mortimer ? So hr was I from dropping 
a hint of this nature, that, no later than yeftcrday, 
before dinner, on being very clofely queftioned by 
Mrs. Fitzofborne, in refpcdl to my opinion of the 
law-fuit, I profeiTed myfelf quite dubious of the 
fucccfs of it, (Lord pardon me for the falfliood !) 
£ 2 and 
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and'fald that the beft tKingfhe coiild^db For the 
girl would be to get her married to fome young 
'lawyer. I mentioned Harr/ Hume indeed, but 
faid that hcf was fuch a damned concerted'puppy, 
that I fuppofed he wouM think himfelf entitled to' a 
finer girl and a better fortune/ without taking the 
trouble of going to law for them/' 

** I am greatly indebbd to you for your favour- 
able reprefentation of my charafter, (eried Hume.) 
It is no wonder the young lady fhould not be great- 
ly enamoured of fuch a portrait/' 

«< So, (laid Fitzofborne,) Here is the IbTiition of 
our enigma ! Give a woman the flightefl item of 
a plot, and (he traces it through all its myfteries, 
however intricate/* 

«« She muft be a devil, inftead of a woman, 
(cried Nettleby,) who could trace you tbrough 
your windings and intricacies ! Your cbnver- 
'fation is all mazes and Tabyrihths, enigmas and 
problems, riddles and rebufleSy to me ; but I be- 
lieve in my confcience you are both mad, and 
that fettles the point at once. — Here, Robert, 
(ringing the bell until the fervant appeared,) put 
my faddle on the dun mare^ and get me my boots. 

Some 
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Some cpjdemical in&tfity feems tq prevail in this 
plaf^i an3 I will getbeyon^ the fphere of its in- 
fluence as (opa as t. can, I (hall be rejoiced to 
find jnyfcjf jonce mpr^ atpongft the habitations, of 
tamCf apirnalSf, if f^cb are tQ be fo|ind." 

A^ Mn Fit?&ofbornejW^s^ too mjich difpleafed. 
to^offijr any violent,oppo$tio|i to this meafure, it * 
was impig jiatcly cxQCutpd^ a^d the. old gentleman 
depa^ci^l in greadre. 



C I| A P. VIII. 

THE NARRA.TIYB C0NTJKV]U>. 

KO$J]S[A'^f^c;6^Ioip,Qf Mf. Hume produceji^ 
I a? % i'P?gi'?si i^ . w^ulcj, more fif ry per- 
%P^R?\ 9fti, ^^ P?5.t ^j ^l^^fiftlPfPS. ^^ % 
Ijf^ tijjjt^pji iElflS9ynt^T^^, Tp.^H^; c?poft*^!*^i9f^.i 
remdnftrances, and even threats^ fl^e, mUdly an- 
fwered, as ihe had done before, that {he had no 
if^^fij9i\of, fiprtyUng her Pfomife, fo repeatedly 
tffff^ ^J}^ ^^ ^ i^o^ld very foon have reafon to 
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be fttrsfied. Thus, urged by every motive (• 
haften her departure, fhe determined not to defer 
it one unrreceiTary moment ; and> as the bewildered 
mariner, fbuddering at the horrors of the tem- 
peftuous ocean, darts forward the glance of keen 
anticipation towards fome fecure and tranquil 
^ven, where he may reft from his labours and re* 
trieve his peace, Rofina^s wiflies were ardently 
directed to that fcene of humble ferenity which fancy 
fondly pidured to her imagination ; that folitary 
cottage whofe quietnefs and filence might footh her 
agitated (p'lrits to repofe, and the internal cheerful- 
pefs, infptred by the confcioufnefs of reditude^ 
illuminate her lowly dwelling. But many diffi- 
culties flill impeded the execution of her defign : 
to effe£t it, it was necefTary that fhe fhould con^ 
trive to get into her poffeffion her (hare of the 
money aridng from the prize; but, totally un- 
verfed in ev^ry fpecies of artifice, (he knew not 
on what pretence to expreis to her friend a wtik 
for the poiTeffion of fo much money, and irtsded^ 
hft the confufion which muft accompany the in- 
timation of fuch a defire, ibould betray the motive 
it proceeded from. 

Her mind remained for two days in this ftate of 
anxious uncertainty. Mr. Hume ftill continued 

at 
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at Bdlc-vue ; he was by this time (o greatly cap- 
tivated with Roiina) that he would have married 
her with lefs fortune than any other woman ; and 
. he could not without extreme relu6^ance relinquifli 
the prorpe(^of an alliance which would at once 
have highly gratified the feelings of his heart, and 
opened the faireft prof^e<a to his ambition. He 
determined to perfcvcre, in fpite of difcourage- 
ment, and hoped, by afluming the love-lorn airs 
of a defpairing fhepherd, to intcreft Rofma's 
compaffioni and bend her refolution to his wifhes. 

Mrs. Fitzofborne perceived Rofina's augmented 
melancholy with extreme difquietude ; and, im- 
puting it entirely to the unkind and contemptuous 
treatment Ihe received from Mr. Fitzofborrie, (he 
fancied that exercife and change of fcene might 
contribute to diiSpate her gloom« In this idea 
ihe propofed to her to maice an excurfion to town 
for a few days. 

** I do not think (continued j(he) that I am yet 
quite well enough to leave home, but you ihall go 
to Lady Franklin, who has fo often folicited your 
company, and, if you can find any amiifement, I 
entreat you will not be in a hurry to return. As 
I muft make fome preparations for the return o£ 
£ 4 my 
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myfon, Ihzremzhy comfiiiffienS'Which I muft 
employ you to eliccutes Ddnot kt ine forgiBt to 
give you our ticket, that you^ may « receive our 
money/' 

Rofina's heart palpitated at this propo(al$ which 
feemed to obviate alh her difficulties ; but this firft> 
fenfe of ratisFaftion was inftaiitly fucceeded- by a 
chiHtng horror, that feemed to creep* through her 
veins at the idea of the feparation that wa^* fo foon 
to take place. The plan, which, atadiftance, had 
appeared eafy to be executed, now, on its nearer 
approach, feemed to be attended with dangers un- 
Wttghed,' and- dtffleuliies unfeenf before.' Her 
iftrndwasnataraHyfirm, b\it its fcrfltu^ bad n©* 
irer been flrengtheWed by exertiiwi: iti determi- 
nations leemed i«e!>)e, and itS' flights weak^ aud^ 
i^averingj like thofe of the young bifdwhecvfirfto 
A^ivcn by maternal presence f*Dto^ the parental, 
neft. On recalling the infults Ihe. had icceived 
from Fitzofbprne, her oiFended pride inftigated 
her to irhmediat^ a^ttort^ On- nJO^UeAing the 
tSmferiieft of her beloved bencAdteeft^ that^ ptider 
v^ts extinguiflied in the foftneft of* aifiwftioii^^— <«c 
affeftion which nb motive but be* reiterate*- pR^' 
mifes to Fitzoibbrne could have ftipplied^hef widt- 
refoKi tion to combat^ even- f^ ah inftian^ 

The 



The rnHis^^ ef tfe?5 exs^nft wf^^^. M^? 

Fitzolborne from reading in Rpfina't cou^ttenanf;^. 
theie sJternate fenfations of her heart. ** Yam 

*l?fl» qft "Jftt % a, fgy ^s; but I (sudd 
heltfiw'* tot Qot ift-^wrsf' I'* 

*« Well, when you pleafe,'' Gad Mrs. Fits* 
•ibfWBS* feriff Mat; bf r exc^v? effi^% 

** Ti?e.(tex #6r, ^m> (^ Rjfifife) ¥ »> H 
•' Igfesfi* «fflr. %git ^'i"^ (H¥i?' Fit?- 

i ft9f jfp», will dffe^ # "7 K95^! » *^ ^S"^ 

my Hedor at hts return find y<}n isb^ gal^, de> 

3e£led> and weak fpirited,, I doubt he will accuie 

£ 5 vuf 



me of having drawn a faitblefs and flattering poir^ 
trait of you.*' 

*' O madiam ! (faURofina,)' why wilFyoaftitf 
perfift in a proje<£l, of which Mr. Fitzofborne has 
fo openly avowed his utter dbteftation f UoyOni 
not perceive ibat his averfion to me is implacable ? 
Confent then ; on my kneer I would (uppllcate 
yeu to confent, thati may leave a hovfe in which* 
I can no bnger continue confiftently with pro-^ 
priety« Place me for a time beneath the protec«- 
tion oif" fome of your friends.^. Lady Bell Beau- 
champ's benevolence, abftra£ted flPom her friend « 
{bip for you) and the- regard, with which flie har 
favoured myfelf, would induce her to afford mcr 
Sot an interval, the protedion of her roof.!' 

«« But fcr one reafbn (rcpHed^Mrs. FitzoAorne^^ 
after a paufe j I might perhaps yield to your fo-^ 
}ieitati'ons ; but I have a motive whurh, for tfie- 
jprefent, prevents me from configning you to the*- 
guardianfliip of Lady Bell : it may not, how- 
ever, very fong exiflT, and" a ftw months hence, if* 
your rcfidence in this houie IhaUftill continue to* 
be equally disagreeable, I wiB: no longer oppoft^ 
jeuc-neoa^al* from Lu" 

^ MeaQ 
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^ Mean time, (raid Roflna,) whilft that ob* 
jcaion,^>f^wbich I own I cannot penetrate the mo- 
tive, Continues to prevail^ let me remove to fome 
other place. Why may I not board for a kw 
months in a private family ? I care not how re- 
tired the fituation. I entreat, I beieecb you not 
to refufe me this requeft ! You know not how 
much may depend on it/' 

«* No^ Rofina. Lady Bell is the only perfon to^ 
Vfhofe guardianihip I could venture to entruft you 
for more than a few days i huty if, as 1 ftrongly 
fufpe^l, Mr. Fitzofborne has treated you with 
indignity and infult, of which in tendernefs to me 
you forbear to complain,— with indignity and in- 
fult which you neither can nor ought to endure^ 
I repeat to you the propolal I made to you in his 
prefence, that of quitting with you the houfc 
from which he drives you by ill treatment/^ 

« Ob, no ! never (faid Rofina) (hall it be faid 
by others, — (hall I undergo the mortificatioa of 
repeating to myfelf that 1 have been the unhappy 
caufe of the divtfton of a family to which I have 
been P) deeply indebted ;— a family, in which my 
iinprote(^ed childhood found a fanduary from 
K 6 every 
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evdy intonfirensenee of itAif/toce^ aaA^n^jt iam^ 

g«r of tem^tiofu" 

^ Vo^ nby Rofiaa, (reterocd Mw. Fi»- 
oiborne^). whatercf future divi(i€>n» may enJM«iIv 
thnfamUy) tkqr (fan never with juftice be attFH* 
btttcd to 3iou« Their- canfe i» deep and fidical^ 
originating in the eternal opfitofitioRof irrdooooilable 
fentimcnts, and of views perpetually at variance. 
We may, Kowewr> cootrrre to eliido die cfUifuro 
of wbidi you a^ypear appieheniure. An exxmc* 
fion^ for ioflance) ta ibme watering plmee tn£ng^ 
hrtid* My pliyftcia% I am certain^ would approve 
fdch a meafure, and^ as the re^^iHtbli&inctit of 
my health would naturaUy appear Uy demaad4c> it- 
wouVd o&F no iubje<ft of inveftigatioA to idle cu«^ 
ii<^it^. Supped to BMi&isir 

<« Wfia«F (bid Rofiria,> t(^ pwveiiC yon. S^tm 
witneflti^ the arrival of your fon, from whoi» 
you ba^e folong been feparated ? — afim fbtetKlep- 
if the ol;|e£fc of your a^K^ioit ^'^ 

^ Long and awfem]^ as I have vvUtmd for bi» 
arnval> (returned Mcs^ Fitao&ome,}; Iftiifi finc^ 
jM>diffie4dty m making (b-friiffiag a &crf£4it9 wb6i» 
coacorfls more momentous are at ibke." 

s4Sa 



:« Stt triiinc^a feosifi^ t" M9§mt$i 1^9^ , 

trim to Ircfan^ wk^9 1; Itnpw 4i» wtmeft im^ 
pMifestaf UihoartwiUlMdlftioitopiiffiut cutting 

<< But, if He£tor Fitzofborne and I are to meetf 
((aid Rofina,) ami tohfleooM im^Mi ^f tbei fwie 
houfe, will not Mr. Fitzofborne's objeftions^ 
wUch it 19 fd fefvcntljf mf ^<b tf oV>iil9» JUH 
continue to fubfift in fuU force i Najr, would not 
fuch a Bieafure en^^^aite bim tp ftill i^o^f wpk^ 
caUeav^Hton?'' 

«< Welly Rofina, and where can he throw die 
ceafure thsit will not seooti on himielf ? «wpt bis 
09WA d^Q^otio iMride wi wgpverned SMnbiftiaa» 
wbicb drive frpm banegtb his roof the j^crfms tq ' 
whom i( wgtU jpamralljr to afford protedm^^ ^ 
cwnfort*^ 

«< But, niAdsKti, I {i^Fe ^erlajoly OQ Jigtj(|[( fgi 
that proteAion, and from me alone he^wUhes to 
withhold it» Hkf. FttMQ^ojrn^ WQfdfl out, I jma- 
gW9»wiib to fte que totfdly .d«fef>tftl, tatally tn 
llBpAmsd to diArfft ¥id poi^i?^ \ hut, if, ftMt 
5 motives 
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motives which I have no right either to ceofurs: 
or repine at> he defires me to quit his houfe^ 
where my prefence might interfere with his de* 
ftgns, I have furely no title to murmur, and ftilt 
lefs to difobey. Indeed, my own feelings ftrong* 
ly reprefent to me the impropriety of ilwaitin^- 
here the arrival of your fon*'* 

" Well> then, we will go to BriftoL** 

w What I to be followed thither by Hcaor ?** 

M WeU, my love, and what then ? (faid Mrs* 
Fitzofbome, fmilmg ;) I hope you w>U find hiia 
a very agreeable companion J* 

•« I cannot, I muft not encounter fo dangeroar 
9 trial. O madam, would to heaven you could 
be perfiiaded to relinquiflx a projed that makes me- 
mJferable 1 Has not Mr. Fitzofboine an equah 
right with yourfelf in the difpofal of your fon ?— - 
Why, then, ftiould you wi(h him to receive into 
his family a perfen he diilikes and defpifes I*** 

" Roftna^ (faid Mrs. Fitzofborne, with more* 
ferioufnefs,) you miftake the point: neither Miw 
Fitzoiborne nor myfdf have any right to ditpofe ot 

thft 
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the hand or of the heait of our fen ; but a good : 
parent will endeavour to influence thofe lentiinent» 
vrhich he may have no authority to control — ' 
Yet, RoHna, if He£tor on his return (hould view 
jrou with indtfFercnce, be aftiircd nothing is morr > 
remote from my intention than to aHure him intc' 
an attachment which muft excite his father's dif«» 
approbation, — at kaft, bis temporary difapproba* 
tion ; for, if this fortune of your's ihould' be re«^ 
covered, and that we could contrive to get this 
IkAc fociifh Lady Flora out of the way,^ i fhoutd 
not wonder to fee him as felicitous to promote this 
union, as he is at pvtftnt earneft to difcourage it* 
But, though her fortune, title, but above all^ her 
long line of anceftry, render her at prefent a very^ 
formidable obftacle to. my wifhes^ I fancy^ I (ball- 
not long have this inconvenience to lament. If 
I am not mtftaken in ber hdyfbip, (he will fooa 
fpare her guardian the trouble of providing a fuit-^ 
able eftablifluncnt lor bec«'^ 

« How ?" fiiid Rofina* 

« So rich, fo young, lb fitty, but above al?, (b 
vain, (he can kztcidy efcape the fnares which 
the fubtlety of interefted artifice will extend to 
Cfttiap her ^ for the muid^ ia which a pai&on for 

grols 
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o( QVATjr i0Y«kr, uuk wt4iPttt judgm^^t tQ dtfr 
cnmiiuitt bftween r«al »tUtf HPi^nt ajsrii RKft^qods^ 
a4ioiiatlQii» it iMtmces itftf ibf fpk^ oj^ 4wi9aU9qi 
t« frvrttll th^st (hQ i«ill be^9t^ ^ PP^. «f • ^S^VCr 
i«digeat adYenniser, vl|(V ¥^& IV? 8^ Y$4 

pfrfwd i ro bor.tbat her ki^t if the phj^^^^f ^ 

m^y fm^ ^ «fiip^iQii and evftry pcjip«fi)e. 9$ 

«f I liifDk if ca^iMtf, fr^rflfid Wh Filar 
oftoim s) but H> l^a^x ^lof^* wi)0 i$ |n i^esOiQir 

capable of loving nothing bPt b«|rfclf> libat diftpf- 
pointment will not be felt in half its bkternefs* -^ 
But, however low fbe Qanfte in my eft«eoi> I 
would endeavour to refcue her from future dif- 
tFfffs, if ^ sUtfi«pJ-W^re|>rgftii:»^le > bjrf dw in^ 
cpfcigJbl^.^jiHficf Qf bix tSTB^WP QQ)intet:a<2& eiferf 
f^ftorj: of ben9K9^9f^, ^4i i^ i» impoftW^ tot tmth 
H kVXm tq^iftyw my ilfi^idajit Av^r a ^pii»t 

tha( 
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thatisonly vttlnenAleto ar^cesr to which ch«y. 
never can -defceniL Am I to blame, tbeny foc: 
vf'Aing he^ to preoipifiatea fl»p, vHikh^TcMiicr* 
or later^ I fore<ee. fhc will takei and &om defirisg: 
to derive advaotage^from an imprudence which 1 
cannot prevent?" 

<^ TVfter zlly (faid Rafina^} whatwould it avail ? 
Mr. Fitzofbornefs averfiontta me is iqced^ hie. re* 
fohitioit. is. irrevocable^ If yoiur foa once felt 
fiMoe partiality far me, itas^mofln probably long' 
iuice forgotten^s whythenlhonld'you wifli^tore* 
wve air attachment i^faic'i w«idd necd&udfy eOf 
tangle himin diAref&aiid.peip]wdt]ibi'' 

^< Becaufe I wifli to fee him virtuous, and re« 
Wtrdttdb for hisi virtue; becauT^ I* think the pefKf* 
ikwv* of n^ Rbfin» » prize -worfeh ibme-ftnigglee^ 
9 fgt Anfb delpetao atttbojrit]^ Honourable- love- is^ 
the moft efFedual antidote againft vice, the*moft 
£uthful guardian of virtue ; it exalts the bofom it 
liriiatliit^ into* a^ (< pamdife- of fainted fpirits," ibr 
e^ery k^od affb&ton^ of the heart, and every noUo* 
iaeulty of- the foui^ derives luftre ftom its prefeace^- 
and energy fi^om its influence. Shall I then drive- 
dlie angel^ from thebolbm of my- ion, to* make> 
reoA^ for « tke< adatiifllto' of tholir deeions^ whofe^ 

dominion 



go ROSIN A* 

dominion his father would eftablifli, thofe unclean 
and unquiet fpirits of avarice and ambition, which 
domineer over his own with a tyranny fo un- 
bounded ! You, my Rofina, were bequeathed 
to my protection by the friend moft dear to me; , 
fo facred a devolution feemed alone fufiicient to 
incite me to watch over your young hetu-t, and 
form it to virtue ; but I had other confideratrons^ 
which .gave additional vigour to my exertions. — » 
Whatever obligations you might owe to my ten-^ 
dernefs, I flattered myfelf with a fond perfuafioa 
that you would one day repay it in afFedion to 
my fon ; and now, when he is on the point of re* 
turning to claim the debt, will you ungratefully* 
difavow it V\ 

« Never, never ! (faid Rofina,) never can I,, 
never will I ungratefully difavow the obligatiot^ 
I have no means of repaying 1— -but I cannot meet 
your fon." 

« Well, well, (replied Mrs. Fitzolborne, fmi- 
ling,) we muftleave him to plead his own caufe* 
iJut, my dear Rofina, you confider Mr. Fitz* 
olborne's difpleafure in a light too ferious. I 
know his character : fondnefs for his fon is his 
predocoinant principlci and it governs io his breaft 

witk 



R O S 1 N A. SI 

With a fway the more defpotic, becaufc it is not 
counteradled by any other afFe(Stion. If we have 
fortitude for the conflid, his prejudices will at 
length yield to his paternal tendernefs. — But I 
muil leave you. I have protnifed the gentlemen 
a party at picquet. If He6lor and you (coniinucd 
(he, rifing as (he fpoke) (bould prefer each other 
when you meet, I Ihall not be eafily perfuaded to 
relinquifli a fcheme I have fo long and fo fondly 
cherilhed j if you (houldliot, as may pofEbly be 
the cafe, there is an end at once of all our diffi* 
culties/' 



C H A ?•« IX. 



THE NARRATIVI CONTINUEH^ 



• AN end to our difficulties !" repeated Ro- 

±jL fina, when flie found herfelf alone, •— 

<* Gracious heaven ! where are mine to end, when 

every hour incrcafes and renders them more cona» 

plicated 
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p}icated ? Can L then, determine to.* go. to dif^ypK. 
ppintthe wUheS} and wpupjl.by.n^y ^igbt the hqojrt 
tbat , fo , tenderly loves mej^Hthiit , wjU ,d^p]prc^ti)y ^ 
a^rence with, fuf^h food, regfet,^ .an4«.trf a^l^je^wilb 
fijLQh. an)fc.iQiiv folicittJid^ for. myfafj^tyl. Yetto^ 
fey>T-to incur th?. too^uft rcprq^9X«a t9,.ii5bi^« 
iny breach of proqi^fe to.Mr. Fit^qiI)Qi:i)^^'wiU. 
render n\e liahl^, — to fubjeia myfel(, to,Jbg,treH^^. 
with new. fcorn^ wit^ infi^fFf rable infult, anjIJi).*^ 
dijjnity:npt to. bs endu/cd ! Ycs^. tb^di.e is. caiU^ 
nc^alternative remains ! O tpp. fcu'V entf . bj^. m^'-?^ . 
taken friend! w(iy, by fuiFeringthe generpyji^a^f ^ 
dour of your heart to triumph over the cooler 
dictates of your reafon, why will you drive me 
to fo^ dangerous^an^ gfpiSdJiSfttJ— -Y 
to meet Hedor Fitzofborne, perhaps to become 
the obje£t of his attachmentj—^perhaps to return 
iti'^-to Iofe> perhaps, in the foftnefs of a weak 
partiality, this fenfeof oiFended virtue that glows 
at this inftant in my bofom i— to become mean e- 
nough to wi(h for a connexion with the fon of the 
man who hates me ; — to learn the fervility of 
ftooping to conciliate the good opinion of him 
wbQin,ia.iQyjbul X d^felfcit— npv ntvy I . ^,fec^ 
an utt.e.r r^gugii^nq^ tp tl^ 14$^ of a^ a^iafice 
Wb.tbq {qtk of Fit%QJ[bj?.snc,. qiy bitt^reft^ enenyri^ 
njjj, ortWQlcjjlt perfccuto*! Isf^j!, \(iW^ njft . tb^n 

(on^ 
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'fbn,*af his MtQ)*n,' be' Taught toconfider me as a 

wretch who meanly endeavours to enfnare'him by 

artful allurement ? May he not learn to laygh at 

'the'faChttftic •f)lan'foraied iii the fond imagination 

'of &lr too' partial mother, and join with his father 

'in ndiculing and deriding the ' chimerical and pre- 

'(umptti6u$ eirt)e£tations of' the orphan, fupporti^d 

through charity in his family ?'' 

An agonizing pang darted through her bofbm 

at the idea. The laft argument was decifive : the 

^ pride of delicacy can ovi;rcome its foftnefs, and 

the excefs of fenfibility animate to the exertion of 

fortitude. 

<^ Yet Aill (fald fhe, wiping off her tears as 
Ihe haftily traverfed the room,) yet ftill, forlorn, 
defpifed, orphan as lam, it is fiill in my power 

^^6) mknifeft a fpirit fuperior to my circumftances, 
and evidence by my flight my contempt of the 
views that are attributed to me. And wherefore 
fhould I hedtate ? what have I to apprehend ? In 

^ the peaceful folitude td which I ihall retire, no 
op[io{ltion of interefts will excite animoflty, and 
the arrows of malevolence will difdain a mark fo 
obfcurc." 

Her 
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Her reflexions were interrupted by a fummons 
to fupper. 

Mr. Hume looked very forrowful during the 

repafti When the fupper was removed, and the 

*ftri^ants withdrawn, <^ lam told, Mifs Mortimer^ 

(faid he, in a very plaintive tone,) that you are 

going to Dublin." 

« I intend it, Sir," laid Rofina. 

« Mifs Mortimer (faid Mrs. Fitzolborne) is 
(b good as to undertake to execute fome com- 
miffions for me, as I am not yet well enough to 
leave home. It is time to begin to think of ma- 
king fome preparations for the return of my foil." 

<* And Mifs Mortimer (faid Fitzofborne, with 
an air of farcaftic chagrin) will alfo have prepa« 
ratiohs to make on her own account againft this 
important event." 

«« Poflibly flie may, (faid Mrs. Fitzolborne.) 
I intend to celebrate it with two or three balls, and 
Ihall hope, Mr. Hume, for the pleafure of your 
company." 

«<And 
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«Anclfo (faid F'itzofborne, with an air df ftill 
greater ill humour) there is a large importation of 
frippery to be made in honour of HedlorV ex- 
pelled arrival; but, however fuch paltry female 
arts may entrap the hearts of fome filly coxcombs, 
his is greatly fuperior to them, and the nets that 
are fpread to enfnare his admiration will only ex- 
cite his contempt." 

This obfervation, too pointed to efcape unfelt, 
fuiFufed Rolina's cheeks with a blufh of indigna- 
tion. / 

^< I have often (continued Fitzofboroc) pidedt 
whilft I defpifed the infatuation of a filly girl, 
when r have feen herfpreading her gaudy plumes, 
and fluttering, like a butterfly, unconicious of dan- 
ger which every one could perceive, around the 
flame that was deftined to confiime her honour. 
Our ears are aflailed on all fides with loud excla- 
mations and female clamours, raifed againft perfi- 
dious, inconftant, and perjured lovers ; but what 
light have the fex to complain of attacks which 
were firft invited, and afterwards encouraged by 
their own coquetry ? A man may have a fenfe of 
honour fufficiently prevalent, but honour can 
neither metamorphofe her votary into an abfolute 
6 marble 



tomrU^^fhitAe, ' nor eblige htm ^a unite bimTelf for 
Iffeto a 'wmnaxi^vAk^ccwafia€t kas taught him - to i 

'Mrs.* Fit^Bofbome 'immediatdy ^percciv-cd diat 
•this harangue had not -been^ delivered •without fome 
partictdap'aihn j^bttti^ai^Rofina had neVer inform- 
ed her of the infulting conveifation&4}e4iad'be« 
fore addreft to her, fhe was at fome lofs to deyelope 
at94neaning. 

<^ Your reflexions (faid (he coldly) may periiapa 
have fome jufiicei but I think them rather fo« 
^reign tothe -fubjisa off ^H^Aor/'s f>etHrd;" 

'- <' I,, madam, ^^fiiid-he,'iftei»nly,)-am-of a eon- 
^trary -opinion J -and' if you^had- a- ^true-vaiuefer 
'the "r cribn « in- 'whofe^ ad^^antage t;lnd^honour you 
*pretendto hcinoft deeply hitcrefted, -you wotild 
-^confidcrthemaspoints^^fno little- momentyand 
"'cndoavoury-by ar -prudential' regard for* the - fafcty 
'cf'that^orfoni to-prcuerrt thofe<evil"C6nfe<)ttenee8 
•♦which'yotrmay^ bitterlyfement-whcn it is tooJate 
' to 'i^odreft ' them," 

^* Gracious- heaven ! (feid Mrs.' Fitzofbome, 
•'thrown tjff'-her guard by her 'aftottJflmient,) how 

am 
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am I to interpret thefe doubtful and mean iniinua- 
tions !" 

*«* Perhaps (faid Tie, with a malignant frrcer) 
Mifs Mortimer may fupply you with lights to aflift 
you in the developement>'' 

"MHs Mortimer (returned flie) can ftipply me^ 
with no lights but thofe of fimple ingenuoufnefs and 
native underftanding^ — lights wholly inadequate 
to the talk of clearing the dark windings of un- 
merited malice •and unprovoked revenge. Come, 
Rofina, (continued ihe, rifmg and taking her 
trembling hand, whilfl Hume looked aghaft at 
the fcene,) come, my RoAna, and fear nothing. 
Malice and calumny may fhoot their fiery bolts, 
but they will play, like harndefs lightnings, round 
the breaft that is armed with the intrepid fortitude 
of confcious honour !" 

She fapportod Roiina's tottering fteps towards 
the door, 

" Since you have got on your ftilts, (faid Mr. 
Fitzolborne, with another of his farcaftic fncers,) 
I am heartily glad to fee you ftalking away on 

Vol. II, F them; 
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them. CoBie, Harry Hume, fill your glafs; what 
arc you dreaming of?" 

<< My {Hits (faid Mrs. Fitzofborne, inftantly 
adopting his ftyle, and changing her countenance 
to an air, and her voice to a tone of ironical arch- 
nefs,) my ftilts may perhaps be fhortly converted 
into feven-league boots, and bear me, with my 
amiable charge, to fome region far remote from 
the empire of the domineermg fpirit, who finds a 
cruel pleafure in torturing the innocent, and would 
bind the freedom of the will in the flxackles of 
defpotifm." 

She withdrew with Rofina, as {he uttered this 
threat, which, however enigmatical it might have 
founded to Hume, was perfe6Hy underftood by 
Fitzolbornc. 

<« And fliali we not go, then, my beloved Ro- 
fina? (faid Mrs. Fitzofborne, as foon as they were 
alone 5) (hall we not together leave the manfioo 
of the tyrant who infults us bpth ?" 

Rofina, who, in the foregoing injurious infi- 
nuations thrown out by Fitzofborne, had remark- 
ed not the angry flafli of fudden refentment, nor 
4 unpremeditated 



R O S I N A. 99 

unpremeditated ebullition of more confirmed ill- 
humour, but the keen and cool malevolence of 
predetermined infult, no longer doubted that it 
was his intention to drive her from his family by 
treating her, even before company, with ah in- 
dignity to which fhe knew (he could not with de- 
cency fubmit, and now firft began to hefitate in 
her refolution. 

«« Why ftiould I perfift in declining the pro- 
pofed meafure of my generous friend ? (faid (he 
to herfelfv) a meafure which will contribute no 
lefs to her happinefs than to tpy own ; for will it 
not he happinefs to efcape from beneath the roof 
offuch a monfter, and will it not be juftice to 
puniOi his brutality by a flight to which he is fo 
ftrongly averfe? — But does punifliment belong to 
roe ? or can his vices extenuate my faults ? Be- 
caufe he is brutal and malicious, (hall I be felfidi 
and inequitable ? My repeated promife, too, that 
he fliould have reafon to be fatisfied with my 
condudl ; — fine fatisfa£lion, to deprive him of a 
wife,— perhaps to make him appear deteftable in 
the- eyes of the fon he adores!' Will not that 
(on too fulfil the predidions of his father, and ab- 
hor the unhappy caufe of the difunion of his fa- 
mily V\ 

F 2 "Well, 
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"Well, Rofina, (faid.Mrs. Fitzoibome, whd 
had remarked in her countenance the varying 
emotiQns of her mind,} on what have you deter* 
niined V* 

** To do what is right, (replied Rofina, if I 
can find what that is ; but I feel, that, to fuffer 
you to be led fo far aftray, by your partiality, as 
to defert your houfe before the return of your fon^ 
would be the very reverfe of what is right. He, 
at lead, deferves to be confulted and confided in," 

<« Oh ! (laid Mrs. Fitzofborne, embracing Ro- 
fina,) how clear are the perceptions of the un- 
perverted and ingenuous mind ! how much fupe- 
rior to that cafuiftry which is fo often dazzled and 
bewildered with the multiplicity of its own lights 1 
You are right, ^ery right, my fweet Rofina; and, 
whilft you purfue the di£tates of that pure and up* 
right heart of yours, I am perfuaded you can never 
be otherwifc." 

"Heaven grant it!" faid Rofina with fervor, 
wiping away a tear. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 

THE threat which Mrs. Fitzofborne had ut- 
tered as ihe and Rofina quitted the luppcr- 
room, loft not its eiFe£l on her tender help-mate^ 
to whofe plans it muft deal a moft fatal blow, 
fliould it ever be carried into execution. He£lor 
Fitzofborne, it is true, had always refpeded his 
commands, and treated his admonitions with filial 
obfervance; but he could not avoid perceiving, 
with all the uneafy vexation of jealoufy,-the ftrong, 
diough gentle thraldom in which he was held by 
the fofter virtues of his mother. Duty and reafon 
bent his inclinations to the will, and taught his 
heart to acknowledge the rights of a father ; but 
her's was the refiftlefs empire of tendernei^ ; and 
the homage he paid her was voluntary and im* 
plicit* Well affured, that, to whatever retreat (he 
ihould retirei her fon would purfue her footfteps ; 
F 3 and^ 
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and, fully fenfible of the afcendant Rofina's charirs 
might acquire over a breail which had experienced 
their power, even whilft they were yet in their 
infancy, he faw his malevolence had betrayed him 
into an error, and he determined to fubmit to con- 
ceilion and entreaty, difagreeable as fuch a medium 
af feared, rather than fufi'cr the departure of Mrs. 
Fitzofborne with Rofina. For he ftill hoped to 
find an opportunity of entangling the obje<St of his 
hatred in fomc fnare, or aiperling her with forae 
odium which might degrade her in the eyes of his 
fon, and prevent his pride, at leaft, from yielding 
to the influence of the afcendant which her virtues, 
her talents, and her lovelinels, fo eminently quar 
lified her to obtain over his heart. 

As Mr. Hume was confidered as deeply coa- 
cerned in the fucccfs of his ftratagems, Mr. Fitz^ 
ofborne determined to place a partial confidence 
in him, thinking it not improbable, that, as that 
young gentleman's interefts were deeply inter* 
woven with his own, his agency might in future 
be oi fmguUr advantage to him. He tbereforfs 
informed him of his true reafon for fo warmly en- 
deavouring to promote his connexion with Rofin^, 
of the recovery of whofe fortune he ftill prpfeffed 
to entertain not any doubt s and alledged> as the 

motive 
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motive of his oppofition to her union with his 
fon, a /acred promife which he had given to the 
Eari of — — — 5 Lady Flora's father, to effeft an 
alliance between the young lady and Hector Fits- 
oiborne. 

Though Mr* Hume did not give implicit credit 
to this account, he at lead affected to do fo« It 
appeared to him highly improbable, that fuch a 
promife (hould be exacted from Fitzofl>orne by a 
perfon of the Karl's rank, confequence, and for- 
tune } though exceedingly natural, that the plan 
of fuch an alliance (hould be formed in the mind 
of the former^ whom he knew to be vain, inte- 
i'efted, and ambitious. Ac all events, new iburces 
of hope were opened to his mind : young Fitz- 
ofborne's union with Lady Flora would remove^ 
he imagined, every obftacle to his own with Ro- 
fina; and, judging of the fentiments of that young 
man from his own, it feemed unnatural and im- 
probable, that he ihould reje£t an alliance fo fplen« 
did, and {o ftrongly recommended by the wifhes 
and authority of his father j and prefer the orphan 
and portionlefs Rofina to the highly-born and 
richly-endowed Lady Flora. Having now, as he 
tm^ined, difcovered the caufe of Rofina's cold- 
nefs, be was left mortified by it than when he 
F 4 thought 
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thought it had proceeded from utter infenfibHrfjr 
to his merit. Though (he had afTured him (be 
was unblaiTed by partial! ty» flie had never informed 
him (he was uninfluenced by anibkk>n* He there- 
fore determined to perfevere in his fuit, nothing 
doubting, that when difappointed in her views in 
refpe&. to young Fitzofbome, (he would be cafily 
perfuaded to liften to his propofals : and thinlcing 
. it politic, in the meantime^ to endeavour to efta- 
bliih, by the conllancy of his attachment^ fome 
degree of intereft in her favour. 

r 
The mind of Rodna, now (tedfaftly determined 

on the execution of her plan, became lefs diftraAed 

and fluctuating: (he got fome repofe, and arofe 

tarly next morning rather more compded. She 

knew (be had much to do, and much to think o£^ 

and .to affift her memory, wrote particular me^ 

morandums of every thing which it might be n^- 

ce(rary to take with her, as well as of all that k 

would berequifite to purchafe on her arrival io 

Dublin^ 

One idea now occurred to Rofina> which oc-> 
cafioned her infinite difirefs and anxiety ; this was 
the difficulty of fixing a correfpondence with fom/» 
perfon from whom (he mighty from time to time^ 

xcceivG^ 
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deceive intelligence rcfycQing the family of the 
Fitzofbornes. To be obliged to quit that family, 
to wander alone into a comfortlefs and folitary 
exile, was a fufiicient trial to her fortitude ; but 
to bear into that exile the corroding weight of- 
anxious uncertainty, the reillefs folicitude of un« 
£itisiied curit>fity, the painful and raelanchdy ap« ^ 
prehenfions which the fenfibility of extreme af-» 
fe£^ion, h no lefs ingenious to inipire than fufcep** 
tible to feel ! To fiich » torment Rofma could 
not determine to doom herfelf : and it appeared 
Inevitable, that fhe mud either find a conEdante 
for her plan, or refolve to renounce it. 

But where find this confidiante I Amongft her 
young companions there were many whofe at- 
tachment fhe Gould rely on, though not one onj 
whofe difcretion fhe could depend* Qf theie 
companions Mi(s Ckora i\4arfdon was the mofl 
i^vourite and intimate. Rer gaiety,, good hu« 
moar, and long-experienced affeftion for RoHna, 
had rendered her very dear to her; and (he was 
fometimes almofl inclined to blame herfelf for 
diftrufiing her difcretion^ She could not recolleft 
that fhe had ever, in any inflance^ betrayed her 
.confidence 5 but neither coulft. fhe remember that 
fixe had ever repofed any in hen The candid 
¥ $ opennefii: 
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openncfe of her own nature, averfc to diffimu-ir / 
lation, and defpifing unneceflary conce^ment, had 
hitherto put the retention of her friends to very 
little trial. Inilead of wrapping up trifles in th^ 
veil of affefled myftery, like^ many other young 
ladies of her age, fo ingenious in the coinage <^ 
fecrets, and fo confequential in confiding thenv 
It was Rofina*s pride and pleafure to do nothing 
which required difguife, to « know no thought 
but what the world might hear," 

Still, however, the volatile loquacity of hef 
young friend infpired her with apprehenfion : £he 
feltino fear that fhe would defignedly betray her 
jconfidence^ but {he dreaded, left her giddy in- 
advertency might difcover her fecret, even at the 
moment when (he was moft folici^tous to con* 
ceal it. 

In this dilemma (he determined to have recourfc 
to Auftin, through the channel of whofe conr 
nedions flie flattered herfelf it might be poffible 
to receive that intelligence which fhe was afraid 
to require from her friend Mifs Maxfdon. 

^ The family was not yet rifeo. She went into 
the garden, and held a long confult^ion with 

Auftin, 
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Auftin» to whom fhe now imparted her fcheme 
more explicitly than {he had hitherto done; and 
rile good man, whofe refpe6l for her even fur- 
pafTed his affedion, whatever furprife a determi- 
nation fo unaccountable occafioned him, acqui« 
efced in her meafures without enquiry or re* 
monftrancet 



CHAP. XL 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 

ROSIN A then enquired of Auftin, whether 
he had any friend on whofe fidelity and dif- 
cretion he could fo far rely, as to venture to write 
to him at intervals, for information relative to the 
ibte of Mr. Fitzolborne's family. 

«* Aye, and that J have, (replied- Auftin with 

aa air of triumph;) there's my. old friend and 

cronyVMaftcr Solomon Stringer, the pariih-clerk; 

F 6 he's 
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lie's tbe very man for our money among teir tbov^ 
£ind; for if you tell him afecret, I defy the oil 
boy himielf, as cunning as he is i to fqueeze it out 
of him. And that was the reafon that made me 
give your trunks and things into bis care^ becaufe 
be has a.fiftec ia Duhliji> a~very genteel kind, of 
body, that keeps a huckfter's (hop on Pimlico : and 
toj you fee> the things can laj very (hug and fafe 
at her houfe, until. I goes myfelf and fetches* 
them away^'** 

Though, kodna was no (tranger t^ t&e per(bi): 
e£ Mafter Solomon Stringer^ and had often at 
church been edUied by his devout and fanAiiied> 
demeanour, yet (he could riot without infinite^ 
repugnance confent to his being made acquainted 
Vfiih the fecret of hex retreat. 

•* Indeed Aufttn, (4aid (he,) I am afraid to _ 
depend on him* Thefe people are in general (o 
telkativc, and to fond of teHing news — -— /^ 

«♦ Why, to be-fure, that's true for yon, Mifs% 
if ^you talk of thefe Iri(h folk, that are ten times 
fonder of meddling and making with any other 
body's bufinefs than their own; and why, that'» 
tiie very thing that makes it go on fo badly : fo0 

fOVk 

it 
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yoa knoW) if a working man, inflead of ffieking^ 
clofe to his labour, for the maintenance of bis &*• 
mily) takes it in his head to turn out an idle gen« 
tleman, and goe» loiiering about from aIe*houfe to 
alewhoufe, ijpending the little pence that ought to 
fepport bis famify,. a*hearing of news, and a-telling 
of it, laughing and finging^ and diverting them<» 
fi^ves, as if they were feitt into the world for no* 
thing but to.xaroufe and make merry in it ! And 
what's to become of the poor femily at home all 
this time? The time for miracles is paft } and it 
wonft rain beans and bacon down the chimne]i. 
The- children go ftying away in rags •, and the 
poor woman is forced to take a fup to comfort 
berfelf. And whjr, who can bkme-her? It it 
hard to fay what a body may be driven to by bad 
ufage : for it is ten ta one^ when my gentlemaa. 
marches home at nighty after his fine tantrums,^ 
^t he flog^ her and her children, becaufe he finds 
Aem with empty bellies. Wherefore^ I never wiB 
truft nothing to none of thefe Irifli people while 
} live I not but they can be cwW and agreeable 
enough in their own way ; but I make it a maxim 
nevec to truft my fecret with a man that cannot 
keepihis Qwxu'^ 
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Rofin^ interrupted. Auftin, to enquire what 
countryman Mr. Solomon Stringer was. 

He is an £ngiifliman» like ourfelves,) replied 
Auftin,) or elfe I wouldn't have nothing to do 
widi him. But, as to keeping of a fecret, as I 
was a-iaying, the devil himfelf (faving your pre- 
fence) couldn't worm one out of him : for I cati 
be upon my oath, that, though I have kept his 
company fifteen years come lady-day, in-iViarcb> 
I never heard him fay three v^ords in a breath, 
•xcept in raifing the pialms, or making the re- 
fponfes at church, or the like. He tell newsf 
Ah, my dear Mifs, he's quite aiod clean of another 
careckUr. If he had the fineft of ftoiies in his 
head^ there it might lie^for his tongue: it would 
never be at the trouble of fending them abroad#to 
take the air. In truths he might almoft as weU 
be vi^ithout one, if it^as not in regard to raifing 
the pialms, as I was a-faying. 

. <« But, Auftrn, (faid Roiina,) if he anfwers 
your defcription, he will probably be as much 
averfe to writing as to peaking; and then we fhall 
be likely to derive but little (ktisladioa from, his 
corrofpondence.'* 

^ Oh^ 
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<< Oh, no, (laid Auftin,) as to the matter of 
writing, it's quite another guefs thing, for he's tb9 
beft fcribe in the county; and I make no queC* 
tion, but He Qoald write you as good a fe/mpn as 
the vicar hicpfelf: m^^ moreover^ he can mak# 
fuch fine verfes, that you 'would fwear all the tim^ 
that he was reading them out of his pfalm-bookf 
3ut as tp th? boxes and trunks I gave him to fen4 
to town to hrs After, he knows no more what> 
in them than the man of the moon, but thinks a9 
they all belong to niyfelf; fo, you know,, if he 
hears ever fo much of your being gone away, i^ 
will never come into his head to put things to« 
gether, fo as to make it out that we are gone away 
together. But I promifed to give him a few cab« 
bage plants, to fet in a little bit of a garden he has 
in one corner of the church-yard : fo he's to come 
to me at feven o'clock this evening; and if yott 
will but juft take the trouble to Aep.dowa to ward jl 
Ae big arbutus-tree in the (hrui)bery, why the(i 
you may- judge for yourfelf, and fee what manner 
of man he is. 

Rofina promifed to be punftual to the affigna* 

tion. It was afterwards agreed, that Auftin fliould 

obtain Mrs. Fitzofborne's permiffion to go to 

, . town 
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town early on the morrow morning, under pretence 
•f having bafinefs of his own to traniad. 

<« And for matter of that, (fzii Aiiftin>) why 
if it {hould be a thing that they are not willing tor 
let me go, i can only give thent kg- bail, and that'» 
all there's for it. I don't owe nothing to nobody^ 
X am not bound by no indientures ; and » fervaoft 
is his own man, as well as his mafter/^ 

•« Very true, Auftin, (faid Rofina;) but Mrs* 
Fitzofborne's indulgent kindnefe leaves you no 
foom to doubt of her perB>ii£onv''' 

« O, (fatd Auftin,) I onty faid ttai^ fet in cafe 
€t a refu&l, and not that I ineant amy dirparage>- 
fnent. Mrs. Fitzofborne is a good lady, and 9 
kind one^ as ever bfoke bread, that I muft fay for 
her : yet, for all- that, it would be a ftrange thing. 
if I could bring her upon a par with you ! I that 
ate of your noble iathec's breads and drank of his 
jlrink, and nuried you on my kneesy and dandled 
you in my arms a thoufand and" a thoufand times^^ 
before ever 1 fet eyes on her, or any of her kiffi' 
•c kia -'*. 



RO SINA. X13 

Rofina interrupted him with fome other dr- 
re£lions, and they feparated? As fhe turned ta« 
wards the houfe, fhe faw Mr. Hume at no great 
diftance in the garden, and perceived thathe had 
obferved her in conference with AufHn. How- 
ever, as it was impoifible that he could have 
overheard any part of their converfation, his hav- 
ing obferved it gave her no uneaflnefs* He flop- 
ped in her way, and Teemed defirous of fpeaking 
to her> but fhe croiTed into another walk, pur- 
pofely to avoid himy and reached the houfe bo- 
- fere him. ' 



CHAP. XIII. 

THE KA&RA'MVE COKTXKUSD* 

AT break&fl^ Mr. Fitzofbornc, who thought 
he had gone too ht the preceding evenings 
treated Rofina with unufual complai&nce^ for 
which ihe felt inclined to difltke and defptfe him 
fiill more; as, fully fenfible of the malevolence 
that rankled in his hearty fhe confidered this in- 

confiflency 
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condftency of condutSl as a new proof of hypd- 
crify. Mrs. Firzofbome, who imputed the deep 
dejedion which ftill bung on her fpirits, partly to 
refentment, and partly to vexation at the treat- 
nient (be had received from Mr. Fitzofborne, was 
impatient for . her departure ; and when breakfift 
was over, reminded her that it was time to pack 
up, and prepare for her little journey. 

Whilft Rofma was employed in thefe ncceflary 
arrangements, her mind was bufily occupied by 
the affair of the confidencd^ and ihe found no little 
difficulty in deciding between the pretenfions of 
her fViend, Mifs Cleora Marfdon, and thoie of 
Mr. Solomon . Stringer, the clerk of the parifh* 
Inclination leaned to the fide of the former ; whilft 
prudence feemed inclined to determine in favour 
of the latter. The debate might have continued 
much longer, had it not been interrupted by het^ 
maid, who, happening to look Out at one of the 
windows, exclaimed, ^^ O dear f 1 proteft, ma'am, 
SIS fure as yoii live, here's Mifs Marfdon conying 
galloping acrofs the lawn." 

" Mifs Marfdon! (faid Rofina;) I imagined 
the family were all in Dublin, an<i expei^ed to ^ 

have 
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have met them there. Run do^vn; and as foon 
as flie alightSy conduct her to me." 

This opportune arrival, which Rofina was al- 
moll inclined to afcribe to the interference of her 
guardian fylph, inftantly put an end to her debates 
and hefitation. The cold fuggeilions of prudence 
were over-ruled hy the warmth of her affe6iion ; 
and file refolved to rely on the fecrefy of her friend 
with the moft implicit confidence. 

Mifs Marfdon entered the room with an air of 
agitation and cagerneft. 

<* My dear Clbora, (fatd Rodna, embracing hor 
affe£tionate]yi} this/happinefs was unexpected. I 
imagined you were ftill in Dublin." 

<^ So we (hould have been, (returned M!& 
Marfdon,} b\it for a moft extraordinary event* 
You cannot conceive how greatly I am rejoiced 
at having found you alone j I have fo much to tell 
you, and I have but two minutes to ftay. You 
don't look vvell yourfel^ my dear Roflna ; you are 
packing up, I fee. Where are you going i (Then, 
ifritbout waiting for Roiina's anfwer,) I have. a 
iccret to tell you, my dear friend, which I would 

not 
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not venture to confide to any creature under bae- 
ven but yourfelf : and perhaps, when you have 
heard it, you will think I (hould have done better 
in confining it entirely to my own bofoni. But 
there is fuch a heartfelt fatisfadlion in repofmg 
one's vexations in the breaft of a faithful friend \ 
and, tormented and diftrefled as I have been, it ts 
the leaft confolation I can allow myfelf. ijefides^ 
I can depend fo implicitly on your feare(y ." 

<< Do not depend too implicitly on the fecrefy 
cf anyone, my dear Cleora, (faid Rofma.) If the 
fecret is your own, and that you are defirous to 
confide it to me, I will moft willingly receive it. 
If it is not, you have no right to repeat it to 
any one." 

^< Why, to be fure, I cannot fay it is altogether 
my own; and perhaps it might be more proper 
•to fay nothing about the matter. However, noiiir 
that I have excited your curiofity^ it would look 
like ill-nature, not to gratify it." 

«< Not in the lead, (replied Rofina ;) now that 
you tell me it does not concern yourfelf, I have 
really no inclination to hc^t it : but if I had even 
the firongeft) I ihould efteem the gratification of 
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my curiofity dearly purchafed at the cxpcncc of 
your prudence." 

** Nay, (faid Mife Marfdon, with an air half 
piqued,) I would not force my confidence on any 
one. But I know, that with you a fecret would 
be quite as fafe as with myfelf; and that, if once 
I had exa£led a folemn promife from you, you 
would fooner die than betray me." 

«* My dear Cleora, (faid Rofina,) if you will 
take my advice, you will never place a confidence 
iQ any one whom you think it neceiTary to bind by 
folemn promifes. The confcioufnefs of a trufl, 
implicitly repofed, is, to an honourable mind, the 
muft (acred obligation. But we will fpeak of 
other matters. How is your After Charlotte? Is 
ihe tD be married very foon i 

" Why, that's the very thing I wanted to tell 
you about! And flnce I have come out this 
morning on purpofe to diiburthen my mind, and 
that I am very fure (although your difcretion and 
politenefs render you averfe to afking queftions) 
you muft be exceffively curious to hear the fecret 
I have to confide to you^ to Ihew you how im- 
plicitly 
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plicitly 1 can rely on your honour^ I will tell you 
every thing wichbut any promife at all/' 

Rofina, apprehend ve perhaps, that if £be ob- 
ftinatcly perfiftcd in declining this confidence, her 
poor friend, in her ride homewards, might be oe- 
ceflitated, by the burthenfome weight of her fecrct, 
to difmount from her palFry, and whifper it, like 
the wife of Midas, to the firfl tuft of murmuring 
ruihes Ihe might happen to meet in her ^way,— ^ 
feated herfelf on a fofa, and quietly difpofed heifelf 
to liften to the intelligence her friend was fo 
eager to impart; little as fhe was at that period 
inclined to intereil her attention in fubjecbs foreign 
to her own feelings. 

<( It is a ftrange ftory, indeed, (faid Mifs 
Marfdon,) and I fcarcely know where to begin it. 
I muft confefs, poor Charlotte has acSed a moft 
jnconfiderate part, to fay the beft of it; and to any 
other than you, I never could bring myfelf to ex- 
pofe the folly and weaknefs of a (Ider I love fo 
tenderly." 

** Now, my dear Cleora, (faid Rofina,) ^ould 
you have me take this declaiation for a compli- 
ment? If I had a After or friend, whofe condu£l 

I thought 
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I thought blameable, the perfons I efteem the moft 
are thofe from whofe knowledge I ihould moft 
feduloufly conceal her faults." 

«' But what matter, (returned Mifs Marfdon,) 
whether you know her faults or not, when I am 
convinced you will never fpeak of what I am going 
to tell you to mortal breathing." 

« Well," faid Rofma, fmiling. , 

** Well, you may remember, I told jrou lony 
ago of Charlotte's flirtations with a young officer^ 
Captain Mowbrey, and how his regiment was or- 
dered to Scotland; and that, though they cor« 
refponded for a time, fome how or other it was 
difcontinued, and every one thought there was an 
end of it. Well, about nine or ten months after- 
wards, in figured Sir John Hunter with his pro- 
pofals. You have feen Sir John at our houfe ; 
and you know, after having been. attached to fuch 
a pretty fellow as Mowbrey, it was a {hocking 
hardfhip to be obliged to liften to the addrefles 
of fuch a hideous old fright as Sir John, with his 
great round paunch, and goggle cyesy and crimfon 
nofe ! He abfolutdy looks like a bug4>ear, that 
wis drefied up to frighten children. His face is 

a thou- 
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a thoufand times more like JTome odious, fVightFul 
vizard than any natural phyfiognomy: and I'll 
be fworn, if he was my hufband, and that I had 
the lead influence over hLm> I would perfuade him 
to wear a mafk at all times, for I pofitively don't 
think I ever could bring myfelf to endure the fight 
of that flaming countenance of his ! It puts one 
in mind of Medufa and Megaera, and all the devils 
and furies. It is abfolutely terrific ! Well, you 
know it was no great wonder that poor Charlotte, 
after having been accuftomed to contemplate the 
pretty little fmooth fmock-face of her little man 
of war, (hould not on a fudden become greatly 
enamoured of the fplendors of this blazing ftar. 
Poor foul ! ihe ufed to cry fadly, and bewail 
her difafterous paflion at a great rate; and de- 
clared that Sir John was a deteftable monfter, and 
that {he would fooner die a thoufand deaths, than 
marry any fuch old fright. However, papa and 
mamma fometimes fcolded and fometimes coaxed 
her s and brother George put the finiihing ftroke, 
by moft folemnly fwearing, that he would cut poor 
Mowbrey's throat, if ever ihe entertained a fingle 
idea of him. ^You may eafily conjecture poor 
Charlotte's affliction and horror. I really have 
not a knack at the pathetic; it is not at all my 
fort^ but if the ftory was well told, it would 

abfolutely 
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abfolutely make you cry your eyes out. Well, ^ 
you may recoUeft, that fometime afterwards they 
contrived to get us all to Hunter-Hall, Sir John's 
principal country feat; and to acknowledge the 
truth, I believe the magnificence of the buildings, 
the richnefe of the furniture, the great number of 
fervants, and the elegance of the equipages, begaa 
to foften Charlotte in the Baronet's favour, and to 
reconcile her to her duty, as {he exprefTcd it; 
though, for my part, I don't think any duty coiild 
oblige a girl to vow love and obedience to an 
horrible being that (he muft hate and detefl. He 
always brought to my mind the ftory of Doftor 
Fauftus and his fine cafile in the wood; and I 
ufed to feel myfelf half inclined to go peeping 
about through the key-holes, in the expectation 
of difcovering fome clotted blood and murdered 
bodies: for you know Sir John has exceedingly 
.€he air of an old fpiteful necromancer, with that 
fiery face of his. However, after this vifit, every 
thing went on fwimmingly: Charlotte's reluftance 
feemed to be at an end. You know it is n6t fix 
weeks ago fince we went to town to buy clothes, 
get fettlements drawn, and fo forth. Poor Char- 
lotte feemed delighted with all the finery (he was 
getting ; though I often wondered, when I thought 
of the price (be was to pay for it ; but| happineis 
VoL,U. G the 
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the way wecbufe it! Well, affairs wftiit en a9 
finoothiy as poffible, until one unfortunate Sunday 
•vening^ that we went to ^ promenade; and who 
fliould we meet there but Mowbrey ! I readly 
thought poor Charlotte would have fainted; for 
be haunted ua about like a difoontented ghoft. 
She complained of illnefs> ^d we got her home as 
iboaas we could. 

^< I^roteft, from that hour, I had not the lead 
fiifpicion or idea of any cowefpondence between 
her and Mowbrey; fo you may judge how I was 
petrified the other day, when papa came into the 
room, to mamma and me, (we were dreffing for 
a bill, which made it flrill more provoking,) with 
an«open letter in hishand, in the moft violent rage 
you ever faw, for he had jufl intercepted this letter 
(whioh laid open the whole tranfadlon) by the 
firangeft' accident you can imagine. But I am in 
fttch>a/hurry, I have not time to tell you half the 
drcomftances ; for the good folks at home don't 
knowiwbere I am, and only think ! am come out 
toitdde a iittlc ride ; for if they knew of my com- 
ing: here^ they might be apt to guefsmy bufinrfs, 
and tha^wtmUbehigh-tr6a^on, they are aU.fo won- 
derfully difcoeotandfecrct. So,.my dear, takingitint© 
)u»iW^hedtohatiLmuft<neoefiarily be Charlotte's 

con- 
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jconiidante, he &tw at me like a turkey-cock, and 
(colded fo, and it was with all the difficulty in the 
world I could perfuade him that I knew nothing 
of the matter. My mother's rage at th^ difcovery 
was even greater than my father's } but as to my 
brother George, he was abfolutely like one fran- 
tic. He flew about the houfe like a wild cat, 
and overturned, in his fury, a fine Indian jar and 
two beakers. You never faw fuch confufion: 
mamma fcolding and picking up her brokenxhina^ 
to try if they could be fluck together again ; and 
George ftamping^ and foaming, and fwearing at 
poor. Charlotte. I could have laughed heartily, 
. only I was afraid he would have beaten her, it was 
fo droll. To tell the truth, I was not a bit forry 
the jars and beakers went to pot ; for you know 
fine china is mamma's ruling pafHon, and our 
.houfe is fb fluffed up with them, that it is quite a 
, bore, it is jufl like an India warehoufe; and we arc 
fcarcely fuffered to itir^ for fear of breaking 
them. 

<< Blood and fury, Madam 1 (cried George, 
planting himfelf oppofite to poor Charlotte, his 
three-cornered hat fluck on the back of his head, 
his eyes flarting out of their fockets with rage, 
his&ce as red as his regimental' coat, and his arms 
G 2 a-kimbo.) 
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a-kimbo.) Blood and fury, Madam, what is it 
you mean by this behaviour ! thus fcandaloufly t6 
forfeit your honour to Sir John, and bring an in- 
delible difgrace on your family?" 

** It would provoke a faint ! (cried mamma.) 
My beautiful beakers, that I was at the pains of 
carrying from on (hipboard under my own pet- 
ticoats; to fee them fmalhed in pieces fo un- 
mercifully!" 

*5 So fliamefully to jilt a perfon of Sir John's 
confequence and foTtune, (faid George,) and upon 
the account of a little, mean, fhabby, fneak- 
mg, — — '. 

« To fee fuch dcftru6lion, (tried mamma,) 
would never have vexed me^ if it could have an- 
fwered any one good purpofe in the world ; but to 
fee the fineft jar I ever had in my life — .;" 

*« Diimn the jar, Madam ! (exclaimed George, 
turning fiercely towards hen) Is this a time to 
keep whining over your broken crockery, when 
the honour of your family is going to hell !'* 

« At 
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. « At Icaft, (faid mamma,) there's no hurt in 
driving to fave fomething out of the fire. When 
the jar is ftuck together, it may ferve for orna- 
ment almoft as well as ever." 

«* To the devil with the jar, (faid George, 
fpurning with his foot the remaining fragments of 
the china, with a violence that fent them flying in 
fmall pieces to every corner of the room,) to the 
devil with the jar ! Fitter, much fitter Jbr you it 
would be to Contrive fome expedient to patch and 
plafter up your daughter's cracked reputation, than 
to wafte your time and thoughts on this ridiculous 
trumpery. To think of preferring a wretch with- 
out a (hilling in his pocket, to a man of Sir John's 
noble property ! Here, get my fword and piftols ! 
I'll go this inftant to the beggarly fcoundrel, and 
fqueeze his little, pitiful, paltry, infignificant foul 
out of his body !" 

" Now, my dear, as I don't fufpedl that George, 
with all his vapouring airs, has a jot more courage 
than his neighbours, I could have laughed heartily 
at the fcene, only that poor Charlotte, who was 
terrified to death, for fear her little lover (hould be 
put to the fwqrd by this bluftering Drawcanfir, 
\>egzn to faint i and to prevent bloodfhed and. 
G 3 murder, 
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murder^ was obliged to beg pardon, and promife 
to marry Sir John : and fo the affair was hufhed 
up, and matters are en train once morfe. I could 
have forgiven her every thing but her double- 
dealing : but the little gipfy never was half fo 
civil to Sir John as after (he had dctermineil to 
elope with Mowbrey. However, the good man !• 
not to know a title of the matter \ and he is fuch an 
ipfenfible block, that I doubt whether he would 
like her much the worfe if he did : for, though ho 
has fo much the air of a wizard, I promife you he 
is np conjurer. So now wl^t do you think of this 
fine affair?" 

^^ I think, Cleora, that the lefs it is (poken o^ 
the more it will be for your fitter's credits" 

*« Aye, my dear, that's the very thing I fiiy 5 
and for that reafon, I determined never to mentiod 
it to mortal breathing, except yourielf* Now, 
who could have fufpeded Charlotte of fuch a 
prank ! She that looks fo fandified and demure. 
if (he had been a giddy madcap, like you or me» 
(he wot^ld haye been infinitely more excufable. * 
But I proteft I think your prim pieces of ftill life 
are always more deep and dcfigning than we vo^ 
latile, thoughtlefs girls. But, as Charlotte was 

older 



£ S I Nf A. ' te7 

ohier than vre^ fhe ought to have behaved pro- 
perly, were it only to fet us a pattern." 

«< If not a pattern, (faid Rofina,) I hope^ at 
kaft, lier conduA will be a warning to us." 

4( I Icaow it fhall to me, (find Mife Marfdon ;) 
and if any old Grecian or Trojan (hadl take it into 
kis doating noddle to pay his odious> abominable 
addrefles to me, PlI fee him hanged, before all the ' 
fathers and mothers, and he£toring, ranting, bro- 
thers in Ireland, (hall prevail on me to give him 
die leaft encoianigement." 

*« I think you are perfe<ftly in the right,** faid 
Rx)fma. 

« But a-propos to old Trojans, my dear Ro- 
fina; I am pofitively informed, that, that oddeft 
of all odd ii(bes, old Counfellor Nettkby, has been 
paying his devoirs to you.'* 

« ft is very true, indeed," faid Rofina. 

« Lord, my dear, I wonder you did not die 
with laughing ! But I never faw you look foJU.-^!^ 
in your life ! I hope there has been nO''f>erfe* 
G 4 .. * cution 
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cution on the old monftcr's accou.it ? Surely, 
Mrs. Fitzofbornc could not think of facrilicing 
you to fuch a ridiculous antiquated being ! with 
bis old darned wocllen ttockings, rufty black coat, 
and brown wig. He's the very pifturc of fome 
old pawn- broker, that had juft crept <lown out of 
his garret, to lend money on pledges. He's even 
worfe than Sir John, with his furious red nofc. 
Now, in the name of wonder, what bufinefs could 
he have with fuch a wife as you V* 

' ** O, a great deal, (faid Rofina.) I was to 
keep his keys, and watch his fervants> and mend 
his (hirts and ftockings, I fuppofc." 

«* O, abominable! Was it poffible, that the 
old barbarian could conceive fuch brutal ideas! 
It puts one in miild of the beautiful Cunnegond 
walhing dilhes on the banks of the Propontes! 
But, adieu, my love, (rifing and looking at her 
watch 5 ) I have already outftaid my time, and I 
have ftill ten thoufand Jthings- to tell you, and 
queftions to afk you. Mais adieu, je vous laifle." 

Rofina followed her to the door; and, tenderly 
preffing her hand, would have bid her farewel, 
but, alFeiled at the idea of the interval that might 

probably 
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probably feparate them, (he felt her heart too much 
opprefled, to truft to her voice. She turned into 
her chamber in filent.anguifh ; whilft the volatile 
and thoughtlefs Cleora flew down flairs, humming 
a tune. 

Indifcreet communication, inftead of inviting to 
reciprocation, precludes it. Rofina recollefted 
old Auftin's precept, ai)d felt that it. would be 
weak indeed to entruft her fecret with a perfon 
fo inadequate to the taflc of keeping her own. 
Thus, though her afFeftion for the young lady led 
her to regret the conviction, flie felt, that a perfon 
who could not debar herfelf the fatisfadion of di- 
vulging and expofing the mifconduCl of a favourite 
fiftcr^ would b& but a weak and faithlefs guardian 
to a fecret, which a curiofity, arifing from motives 
the mod ferious and interefting, would fet every 
engine at work to develope : and to ihe attacks of 
which Mifs Marfdoii inight be peculiarly liable ;. 
as, from her intimate connexion with Rofixia, die 
would naturally be fufpeCled of iharing her con- 
fidence. 

Influenced by thefe confiderations, (he had fuf- 

fered her young friend, whom Qie really loved, to 

depart, without dropping the moft remote hint of 

G 5 ' her 
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her intention, which flie was now decided feo con* 
fide to the habitual taciturnity of Matter Solomon, 
the parifli-clerk, rather than entruft to the un- 
bounded Ipqtiacity of Mils £leora Marfdon. 

For the remainder of the day, the hurry of her 
various occupations blunted the keennefs of thofc 
painful and melancholy refleflions which ftill, 
however, hung heavily oppreffivc at her hear^, and 
font the fudden tears to her eyes. 



CHAP. XIL 

THE NARRATIVE CONTIKU^B* 



. So ftlff", S> mute, fonjc (latQ0, you yrgvUd iU:ear» 
Stept from its pedeftal^ to take the air. 

IN the eyening, as Rofina flood at one of the 
parlour windows, and Mr. Hume, who iliU 
appeared folicitous to procure an opportunity of 
fpe^klng to her, watched her motions at another, . 

al4 
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old Auftin pafled under the windows, and, looking 
up, cried hem \ with an air of intelligence which 
iitftantly reminded Rofina of her affignation. She 
ftole. out, unobferved, as fhe fancied, by any one J 
and taking a little round, dirededher fteps towards 
the fhrubberyj where (he had appointed to meet 
Auftin and his friend M^i^er Solbmon. 

Mr. Hume was too acute and too firongly in- 
terefted to fuffer thefe manceuvres to pafs unno- 
ticed. He had from the firft fufpeded fome private 
intelligence between Rofina and Auftin, though 
totally at a lofs to conceive the nature of it. 
Atrftrn's figriifkant bem^ as he pafled under the 
window, had not been loft on him; andRofina's 
confequent excurfion Confirmed him in the per- 
fiiafion, that they were carrying on fome fecret 
operations, tfiough of what nature, now that be 
fttppofed Rofina's views to be direfted to an union 
with young Fitzoftxome, he could not poffiUy 
conjeiftufe. Inftigated by a ftrong defire tc un« 
r^et ther<^ myfterious appearances, and not over- 
burcbtntd with that nice and icrupulous per« 
caption of honour to wfaich fome minds can fa^ 
crifice^ without effort, every fuggeft ion of unfehr 
Cttriofity, he fonci^ he flrould incur no high 
degree of cenfext, though, in puYfluBlce of an end 
G 6 which 
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which in the main was equitable, he (hould de-* 
viate occafionally into paths a little bye and crook>« 
cd. Confdtently with thefe ideas> he determined 
to follow and watch Rofina; and obferving that 
(he took a path that led to the fhrubbery, by a. 
iborter way he reached it before her ; and when 
he difcovered through the trees Auftin and an* ' 
other man ftanding waiting in the moft remote 
and unfrequented part of it, he fancied he now 
beheld the unieen principal, of whom he had long 
entertained a kind of vague fufpicion that Auftin 
was the agent. But when, on creeping foftly 
amongft the trees, towards the place where they 
flood, and hiding himfelf in a little thicket of laurel 
that was clofe befide it, he had an opportunity of 
taking a more minute furvey of _ the pcrfon of 
Mafier Solomon, this idea inftantly vaniihed firoai 
his mind: for his tawney, lean, and flirivelled 
figure fo ftrongly rcfembled thofe natural mun%- 
mies which are fometimes found in the deferts of 
Arabia, baked ^id dried by the heat of the burn-r 
ing fands, that Mr. Hume v^as utterly unable to 
CQnjefture for what purpofe he could be fum- 
mpned to a conference with the young and fiiir . 
Rofina, unlefs in her hops of pious mediutipn 
ibe bad recourfe to him as a msme^ta mori I and 
confidered this living fkeleton as a mor6 firiking 

and 



ROSIN A. .133 

and expreffive emUem of mortality than the ghafUy 
{culls with which fome fair and holy fifters are 
wont to decorate their confecrated ceils. 

To Rofina> however, who now advanced with a 
quick pace, the figure (^'Solomon was too faoniliar to 
excite any aftonifhment. He tried to malce.an obei« 
fanceat her approach ; but his indurated flnews re- 
volted againft this neccflkry aiSlofpolitenefs. Rofina, 
wifliing to enter into converfajtion with this her 
deftined confidante, approached him with an air 
of the fweetefl affability; whilfl Hume, who fan- 
cied he was on the point of making fome notable 
difcovery, lay panting with curioficy in his covert. 
This trio, fo interefling to his feelings, flood fomc 
minutes without fpeaking, when Auflin, thinking 
that propriety obliged him to introduce his friend 
to, the notice of Rofina, thus began the con- 
verfation;— * , 

« This is Mr. Solomon Stringer, Mifs. I 
made bould for to ax him to ftep over here this 
evening, that I might give him a few cabbage- 
plants, and the like." 

" Then Mr, Solomon has a garden,5I^fuppofe,** 
faid Rofina. 

To 



#34 R O S I N A. 

To tbi9 indire£l tjueftion the wilb mstft returned 
an aflenting nod. 

« Ves, a little bit of one, (faid Auftin;) and 
I telh him he has rohbed the dead, for he has 
cabbaged it out of one corner of die church*yard. 
He» he, he V' 

<< Pray, Mr. Solomoiii {(Hi Rofina, deter- 
mined, if poffible, to force, him into convertatioii)} 
are you married f ** 

'Solomon flinigged hh iboulders, wmkbd bts 
eyes, bent his bffow^ and {hook his llead at this 
fieftion. 

« Be married f f e^tdaimed Aqftfiy.)' Lord Weft 
jou, that would be a thing impctWbh. I don't 
believe he could be prevailed on to repeat his part 
of the marriage ceremony, for the lucre of the 
fineft lady in the land.*^ 

« Why, (faid^ofma,) I havehaS the pfeafere' 
of hearing Mafter Solomon repeat the refponfts zt 
church in a very audible and edifying manner.^ 



0| 



S S I N A tss 

<< O) but he can't otherwifc chufe^ (returned 
Auftin ;} that's what he gets his bread by, con* 
fider; it is a thing of courfe) but the other would 
be quite out of the w&y." 

«« Very much, indeed, (faid Rofiaa drily*) 
Pray how many years have you reiided ia this 
parilh?** 

«« Fifteen," replied Solomon. 

<< And have you been a}l that time cleric of thf 
parifh?" 

*• No.'' 

^ How many years have jpou officiated in that 
eapacity V* 

^ Eleven.*' 

<^ Yes ; I think I remember you almoft as long 
' as I can rccoUefi any thing.'' 

This being an obfcrvation, required no reply. 

« You 
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« You have a fiftcr who relides in Dublin," 
iaid Rofina. 

Solomon nodded. 

." You go there fometimes.^ 

Another nod* 

« Do you intend to go there foon ?'* 

** Peradventure," faid Solomon* 

Rofina finding him invincible in his taciturnityr 
bade him good evenings and turned towards' the 
lioufe, at the fame moment that Solomon ftalkcd 
down a walk ^hat led in a contrary dire£^ion. 
Auftin, however, returning from his friend, ran a 
few fteps after Rodna, and excUimed, in a voice 
loud enough to be heard by Mr. Hume, who flill 
lay fnug in his covert, " Well, Mifs, how do 
you like Solomon?. Did I not tel^ you he was 
the man for our money ?'* 

. Rofma pafled on without making any reply, and 
Auilin rejoined his friend j whilli: Mr. Hume, 

inftead 
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Initcad of deriving any fatisia6lion from this ir*- 
terefting conference, felt himfelf tortured with all 
the uneafy and difagreeable uncertainty of height-^ 
ened curiofuy and ifnprobable conjedure. New 
clouds of myftery (eemed to hover around the 
proceedings of Rofina, which every attempt to 
develope rendered {till more impenetrable. For 
what purpofe this man- mummy had been fum** 
moned to this private convention, or to w*hat enif 
a converfation fo little interefting could conduce, 
was utterly beyond the ilight of his imagination. 
—-He returned to the houfe in augmented per- 
plexity. 

Auftin, meantime, having difmiflfed Mafter So- 
lomoHv followed Rofina, and overtook her juft as 
ihe left the ihrubbery, and entered a wide lawn. 

« Well, Mifc Rofina, (faid he,) what do you 
think of Solomon the \yife, as the village folks 
calls him?" 

" I think, ((aid Rofina,) that if he is always as 
£lent as at prefent, your fecret could not poffibly 
be entrufted to fafer hands." 

« ru 
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** 111 anTwcr for him^ (faid Auftin \) for even 
It fup in < the eye, that's apt to oil the hinges of 
other tongixes* never fets liis a- wagging; and that's 
the thing that makes him fo yn£c\ Other folk 
lets id their knowledge at one ear, and out at thcf 
-other, as the ia3nng goes: but wh&tevter he once 
(ets in» he never lets out again, but keeps a« 

pondering and dilgcfiing of kin his mind.*^ 

» 

^ But, Auflin, (faid Rofina,) if, through im* 
prudence, he ihould fufier your tetters to hs 
fcca •*' 

** O, as to matter of that, fcried Auftin,) I 
don't care of a button, for they ihaH all be no* 
minousy as they call it. I will name no namesy 
an4 then nobody can make nothing out of tbenu 
Befides.; I have the coger under my thumb in 
aaodief way; and, as Hide as h^ loves talkifig, 
I will make him take bis bible-oath, before he 
ileeps, that if any body (hould queftion htm in 
regard to your running away, he wi]l fwear he 
knows neither aft nor part of it, no more than 
the babe unborn ; which, you know, will be na 
lie for him; for, though i muft let hmi know 
where to diredl to me, (or clfe, you know, we 

could 
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•e^ld not get tus letters^) that won't tell him 
where you arc." 

«< But> dear/^uftin, (faid Rofina,) will not fiicb 
a proceeding be exceedingly arbitrary f What 
right can you liavje to ex,tort fucb an oath from 
^ys man V^ 

** O, right enough, (returned Auftin, he owes 
me a matter of. nine pounds, eleven ftiillinga, and 
Jbcpence halfpenny, that he got out of me by dribs 
Md drabs, at fundry times, in hard money: for, 
though he is b iparing-like in the way of fpeechf 
he is as crafty as the mifchief in his own way, and 
can write you fuch letters as would wheedle a bird 
off a tree. ^However, I was no fuch fool as to let 
him get die money without good fecurity; for^ 
intending it (under favour) for your ufe, when I 
'im dead and rotten in my grave, I thought it %• 
pity to let you be cheated out of your lawful right 
by fuch riff raff: wherefore, I made him to get 
Darby O^Heiellegan, the fexton, to join him in a 
bond for the money. So, if he runs rufty in any 
fhape, I have nothing to do but threaten to pre- 
fecute him for the payment, and get him clapped 
I up in limbo i fo, you fee, I have him fairly in Loh's 

pound ; 
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pound ; and I can tell you, he^ll do a deal to curry 
favour with me, becaufe he's as poor as Job, and 
he knows- 1 can fend him to pot >yhen I pleafes. 
And I have a great notron, MifSy that fending a 
man to pot is as much as to fay that be is turned 
out of houfe and home, and caft out upon fome 
dunghill, where he can find no other divarfion for 
himfelf, fave that of currying his hide with an old 
potiberd, as we read, in holy fcriptures, righteous 
Job was fain to do." 

To this commentary Rofma made no reply. 
Though Auftin's reafonings in refped to the power 
which he imagined bis bond authorized him to 
exercife over his friend Solomon, were little con« 
formable with her ideas of equity or benevolence, 
the urgency of the occafiqn obliged her to fubmit 
without farther rcmonftra«ce or expoftulation. 
As {fae approached the houfe, fhe was met by a 
fervant, who came to inform her, that Lady Bell 
Beauchamp was with Mrs. Fitzofborne; and (he 
flew with all the joyfut precipitation of fricndfhip 
to meet a^perfon fo high in her eftimatjon. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XIIL 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



Can gold calm paflion, or make reafon fliine ? 
Can we dig peace or wildoni from the mine ? 



But (bme great fouls, and fraught with wannth divinci 
Give gold a price, and teach its- beams to (hlne. 

Young, 

LADY Bell Beauchamp, t^iough paft her girl- 
ifh years, was ftill a young and tiandfonie 
woman. Her father, who was far advanced in 
life before he had arrived tb the dignity of an earl- 
dom, and became poflefled of the cftatc annexed 
to that dignity, had been accuftomed to apologize 
for the extreme parfimony which marked His 
conduft, by haranguing, like old Ncttleby, on 
the unliable and fludluating ftate of human affairs. 

The 
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The then Earl of P. to whofe^ title and eftate he 
"was apparent heir, was old, it muft be allowed, 
and there was liittle probability that the counte(s9 
who was as antient as himfelf, would, like a fe- 
cond Sarah, produce him a Ton in his pld age : 
fo far the chances were in his favour. But then 
the Countefs might die, and the Earl fupply him* 
felf with a more prolific helpmate, for there was 
pothing more common than to fee old men fur- 
niihed with great abundance of children by their 
young wives. Thus might the golden fruits of 
fortune be raviflied from him for ever, even at the 
moment when they feemed juft ready to drop into 
his mouth. Diftant paftures, he remarked, looked 
green, for he was a mighty quoter of psoverbs, 
notwithftanding the feal of reprobation with which 
thofe pithy fcntences have been marked by the 
connoiiTeurs in the fcience of modern poKtenefSy 
whofe principles, to fay the truth, he never took 
the trouble of fludying. A bird in the hand, he 
obferved, was worth two in the bufli, and he 
(hould make a pretty devil of himfelf, if, whilft 
he waited in the expedation of dead men's ihoeS) 
he (hould fuffer his own jerkin to run out at tht^ 
elbows. 

This thrifty and fententious perfonage had a fon 
4 s^d 
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and daughHer^ who would have done honour to a 
better father. He had long before followed a very 
amiable wife to the grave, and the melancholj 
reflexions with which he had attended the mourn- 
ful folemnity were foon fuperfeded by the agreea«* 
ble calculation of the yearly expences which die 
deceafe of the defuoA would enable him to fave.- 

But, whilft he refufed to abate one tittle of his 
parfimony an account of the title and eftatc of 
which he had every reafon to hope the almoft im« 
mediate po/Ieffion, he fuffered htmfelf to be entire* 
ly influenced by thoTe expedations, in refpeA to 
the eftabliOiment of his children, and publicly de* 
dared that he would never fufFcr them to form 
alliances with any families, which wer^not of the 
number of the moft honourable in the kingdom,-^ 
though this declaration was by (bme fuipe<^ed to 
be a politic manoeuvre, contrived for the purpole 
of keeping off pretenders to his'daughter's favour, 
and by that means faving himfclf the trouble of 
refufing her a portion of that wealth, which no 
confideration, either earthly or heavenly, could 
induce him to part with. And thus poor Lady 
Bell, then Mifs Beauchamp, like the bat in the 
fable, a moufe with the birds, and a bird with 
the mice,-*-a commojier amongft the nobles, am) 

noble 
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noble with the commoners, feemed to be an out- 
caft from both parties. 

Her brother flew from domefllc oppre/Hon t6 
foreign climates, and formed an imprudent unioil 
with a young Italian lady, whom he feduced from 
a convent, and with whom, to avoid perfecutioii 
and punifhment, he took refuge in Switzerland', 
and for fome years fuffcred all the rigours of dif- 
trefs and poverty. His father, when applied to, to 
alleviate the diftrefle^ of an unfortunate family fo 
nearly allied to him, replied, with great compofure, 
that, as he bad chofen his own deftiny, it was fit 
he fliould be permitted to enjoy it without molef- 
tation.. It would be a. pity hefhouldmifs of cala- 
mity, fuice he had taken thelifgh road to her a- 
bode, turned vagabond, and fet out, like a beg- 
garly pilgrim, in fearch .of her ^ and, to be quite 
certain of not mif&ng her habitation, had taken a 
female partner to guide him in the right way to it : 
—a Papift too ! No, no ! not ^ doit of his mo- 
ney ibould ever be expended on the nouriihment 
of a riefl of young idolaten, who, if not cru(hed 
in their infancy, might one day foment difcord 
and divifion in the flate, and introduce herefy and 
fchifm into the holy bofom of mother-church. So 
far from contributing to the prefervation of this 

pernicious 
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pernicious brood, which he (hould efteem a crying 
fin agatnft his king and country, he mod devout- 
ly prayed that they might all fail vicaims to the 
penury entailed on thenvby the imprudence of their 
parents, and be ftarvcd to death for the good of 
tlie common weak 

Thefe pious wiflies, however, took not eflfefk 
The parents, indeed, funk under the accumulated 
evils of their fate, but the children, in whom the 
verfatHity of infancy precluded that deeply-corro* 
ding forow that preys on the fources of life, one 
day wept, and the next played over the graves of 
their parents* 

Our reigning paffions gain ftrength from our 
opportunities of indulging them« When this un- 
natural father found himfelf at length adlually 
pofleiTed of the eftate and title which he had (b 
long conddered ais eventually his own, far front 
feeling his bofom expanded to benevolence by this 
Influx of wealth, wHich benevolencd alone could 
have taught him to enjoy, his ardour for the ac- 
cumulation of riches increafed with the means of 
gratification, an4 domineered in his breaft wilfa 
augmented rapacity. His parfimony extended it- 
felf even to trifles Ac moft contemptible, and 
Vnj.n. H VAvarc 
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TAvare of Moliere feemed no longer a ii£litioas 
charaAer. 

The vice of avarice, exhibited on the comic 
fcene, is an objed of laugh ter, and its fiuitaftic 
tricks fupply an inexhauftible fource of poignant 
ridicule. But, viewed in another light, it feems 
to promife a ftill more fruitful fubjed for the 
tragic mufe. When it becomes the fcourge of 
nations, and leads oppreffion, murder, and depo« 
pulation in its train ; when we behold the devafta- 
tion of this horrible pai&on exemplified in the 
plunder of whole provinces, and the maflTacre of 
their innocent inhabitants,— ^no longer the objed 
at which the frolic power of laughter pointed the 
iportive arrow, it rifes to fancy armed with all 
the terrors of an exterminating demon; horror 
and defolation mark its progrefs ; its footfteps are 
imprinted in blood ! Imagination fickens at the 
view, and humanity (budders f 

Is this the flight of fancy ? — Would it were ! 

But, in better regulated focieties, where the 
giant ftrides of vice are reflrained by the barrier 
of the laws, the operations of avarice are confi- 
ned to the narrower fphere of domeftic oppreflion, 

private 
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private fraud, extortion, and monopoly* — - Such 
were the agents and inftruments of the Earl of 
P. during his life, and fuch were the comforters 
who furrounded his dying couch. Two bags of 
gold ivere found fewed up in the pillow which 
fiiftained his expiring head ! 

<< But his heir, far from exulting in the difco- 
very of this hidden treafure, beheld it with horrory 
and bathed it with floods of filial forrow s and, 
if the tears of the innocent could wafli away the 
fiains of the guilty, the foul of this wicked man 
would appear before the lail awful tribunal 'white 
and unfuUied as that of the fainted martyr. 

But the piety of this excellent young woman 
was not confined to fruitlefs efFufions of forrow 
and regret. To confole the unhappy viftims of 
her father's rapacity, and to redrefs their wrongs, 
was now. become the principal objecSl of her at- 
tention. She could not think herfelf entitled to 
the produce of general exa£tion ; the wealth, 
which had been accumulated by the harpy h^nd of 
extortion, was difpenfed with the moft liberal be-* 
nevolence. She fle\^ to the retreat where (he had 
privately fupported the children of a beloved and 
unhappy brother, and conduced them to her own 
H 2 ^ homc« 
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home. He had left a fon and twadaughters ; but, 
as the marriage of their parentt was not legal, 
ritey were entitled to no fliare of their graidfe- 
thcr's fortune. But laws were made for the re- 
ftraint of the wicked. Were mankind to be go- 
verned by principles of innate equity, the courts 
of juftice might be converted into churches. The 
liberal heart of Lady Bell acknowledged the force 
of obligations more facred than any of human in- 
ftitution. On thefe three orphan children (he 
fettled one half of the poffcffions of which (he 
ftill remained miftrefsj and confcioas of the de- 
ceitfulnefs of the human heart, thus wifely placed 
it beyond the power of fortune to render her un^ 
generous or unjuft. 

What remained of a fortune, thus divided ami 
BUtUatcd by voluntary retribution, ftill fupplied 
ber with an elegant abundance,--with a capacity of 
•iqoying her own life, .and of rendering that of 
others agreeable. 

But, though Lady BeU was too much of a he- 
foine in generofity greatly to excite, the adroira- 
tion of the men of rank, with whom fortune bad 
now placed her on a level, who did. not in general 
greatly approve- her arithmetic in the dmOoo* 
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and fubcllvlfions ihe had tnade of her property : 
there were, neverthdefs, fome atnongft them who 
would willingly have undertaken the'manageme/t 
of the remainder of it. But, fo recently emanci- 
pated from the yoke of one tyrant, (he was fearful 
of encountering the chain of another. Uncon- 
troled in her inclinations, blefl with affluence 
adequate to the gratification of every reafonable 
de/ire, happy in the approbation of her own heart, 
and the appisufes of the virtuous, her bofom ex- 
perkiiced no uniatisiied deiire, ^ no craving 
voii** 

How many are driven by the burdenfome tedium 
of unoccupied leifure to feek relief in a diverfity 
of fituation \ Thoufands have been condudled by 
mere ennui to the temple. of Hymen ; but a lively 
imagination, a cultivated mind, and a good flow 
of animal ipirits^ prevented the mind of Lady 
Bell from ever ilnking into Satiety, and the fociai 
aSe£^ions of her ioul expanded themfelves in an 
innocent fbndnefs for her adopted children, and a 
more than ordinary glow of friendfcip for the per- 
ions £he feund particularly worthy her efteem. -«• 
.Amongft this chofen number^ Mrs. Fitzofborne 
and Rofin^ held the highefi rank. She pofiefled 
a very elegant Tilla in their neighbourhood, where 
H s flie 
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(he ufually refided. The houfe was beautifuDy 
fituated, and the apartments fpacious and commo- 
dious ; but the furniture was neat and iimple, and 
her equipages plain and convenient. This pleafing 
refidence was fiirrounded by every charm of nature. 
Themanfion, the demefiie, the manners of this ami- 
able family, plain in their appearance, unafTumingin 
their demeanour, feemed to recall to the imaginati(»i 
that happy combination of dignity, elegance, and 
iimplicity, which we are apt to attribute in idea to 
the inhabitants of the golden age, or the defcen- 
dants of the antient patriarchs. 

Whllft Roftna embraced Lady Bell, fhe ardent- 
ly wifhed to make her the confidante of her in* 
tended elopement. On her probity and honour 
fhe knew (he might implicitly rely, but fhe was 
deterred by the fear of her difapprobation. 

After tea, Mrs. Fitzofborne fent Rofina to walk 
"with I-rady Bell in the garden. 

<< But, my dear Rodna, (faid Lady Bell, as foon 
as they were alone,) why are you thus altered and 
dejefted ? I exp^Sed to find you all fpirits and^ 
gaiety, now that your lover is on the point of re- 
turning to you.'* 
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« My lover !— Ah, Lady Bell !'* 

«* Yes, my dear, all the world gives He£lor 
Fitzofborne to you for a lover, and he cannot have 
(o little gallantry as to revoke the donation, I 
have been foretelling this match fince you were bdth 
children, and I hope you have more tcfpeO, for mc 
than to falflfy my predictions.'' 

" But, dear Lady Bell, you know Mr. Fitz- 
ofborne's violent averfion to the idea of fuch a 
conaexion." 

*« Yes, but I alfo know Mrs. Fitzolborne*s as 
violent prepofleffion in its favour.** 

«< But, after all, is it not very poffible that Hec- 
tor Fitzofborne, on his arrival, may feel for me 
the utmoft indifference t'* 

«' Very poffible, I allow ; but, all circumftances 
coniidered, not at all prdbable." 

"I am not ignorant (faid Rofina) of the un- 
bounded partiality of my friend, and her influence 
over the feelings of a fon, by whom fhe is fo ten- 
derly beloved. Would it not then be more pru- 
H 4 dent, 
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dent, as well as more generous, in me^ to witb* 
draw from a family to which I owe fuch infinite 
obligation, than to'ftay to embroil it, by my pre- 
fefice^ in didurbance and difiention ?^' 

** That, yru know, (faid Lady Bell,) is out 
of the queftion. Mrs. Fitzofborne never will 
fufFer you to leave her. How far £he may be jufti- 
£able in detaining you in her family, in dlredt op* 
pofition to the inclination of her hufoand, I am 
not qualified to determine ; but I kno^ that, if 
Hedor on his return (hould wt(h to make you his 
wife, it will he an arbitrary flretch of parental 
authority in his father to endeavour to prevent 
him. You want nothing but money^ and of that 
he will himfelf have enough. At twenty-one the 
law makes a man mafter of his property ; at twen* 
ty-four it is hard if he may not be allowed to be 
the proprietor of his inclinations. You have no- 
thing to do but to let things take therr courie. — 
How I fhall rejoice to witnefs the mortification of 
Fitzofborne ! for I know his antipathy to your 
union with his fon arifes, in a great meafure, from 
bis pretty plan of marrying him to that little^ 
Vocthlfifs^ infignificant animal. Lady Flora.*^ 

Rpfina, thus difcouraged by the fentbients of 
Lady Bell, felt the folly of revealing to her a plan 

whicti 
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lipfiidb it would be impoffiblc to perfuade her to 
wpproYC^ and therefiMrc determined to confine it to 
her own boTom, ardently as ifae wiflied for affift« 
ance and advice* Thdr converiatioa was inter* 
•n^>ted- by the approach of Mr. and Mrs. Fitz-^ 
ofborne, aiid Mr. EJhime. Rodna, to whom Tome 
of this company was eMremely diiagreeable, nui^ 
ted them^ and walked towards the houie» 
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« Tt ^R, Fitzofborne, (fkid Lady; Bell J when? 
XVX. 1 was laftin town, ihad the pleafure o£ 
Ikiiig la com^jany with, your fair ward,^ Lady 
Flora.'*^ 

« Well^ madara^y I hope: ht r -'yfhip is well,"' 
&id Fiuoioouie- 
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** Toconfefs the truth, as (he is not in my ca- 
talogue of favourites, I made no enquiry I be- 
. lieve, or, if I did> as it was only for formfs fak^ 
I gave no attention to her reply ; though I now 
recolleft I never faw her look fo ill in my life.— 
Sometimes 1 have thought her rather pretty^ but 
(be was that night downright ordinary." 

"-Rather pretty f (repeated' Mr. Fitzoibornc.); 
I believe Lady Flora is generally allowed to be. 
very handfonieJ' 

•* They muff be very fihgurar in their idieas of 
beauty, who think fo, (faid Lady BelL) Have: 
you ever feen her,. Mr. Hume ?" 

« Not that I cart recollefl:, madam ; but I ne- 
ver heard, that her ladyfihip was any thing remark- 
able." 

" I beFieve not, indeed ! However, fhe would 
be paffible enough,. i£ it were not. for her infuf* 
ferable infipidity. It would have been a charity, 
Mrs^Fitz.olborne, to. have kept her here with yoi* 
a littfe longer : the converfation of that loveljj 
R^fina of your's mutt have been eminently ufefuL 
i to. 
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to her, if fee is in the leaft degree fufceptible of. 
iaiprovement/' 

«* I did hear (faid Hume) that her ladyfliip was 
«ther in the milk and water ftyle." 

. " I do not fee in what refpeft fee is deficient, 
(faid Mr. Fitzofeorne ;) I think fee is fufficiently 
accompHfeed for a young lady of her high birth. 
andJarge fortune/* 

<« That is, ({aid Lady Bell,) you are of opinion, 
that her high birtth and large fortune fuperfede the 
necefEty for elegant accomplifement and intellec- 
tual improvement/' 

" You are very prompt in your concJufions, 
madam," faid Fitzofeorne. 

«' Why, (faid Lady Bell, failing,) I only im- 
puted to you an opinion which will have the fuf- 
fragc of half the men of fafeion in the kingdom. 
I dare fay Lady Flora will not be long on your; 
hands." 

•* No, no, (faid Hume ;) this is not an age for 

& airy and empty a commodity as love to prepon*- 

HM> derate 
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derate againft the fubftantial advantages annexed 
to the polTeffion ef riches* Throw alf the love» 
and graces that thofe extravagant dogSy the paintcps 
and poets ever lav»(hed on their felf-created divi-^ 
ntties into one fcale^ and Lady Flora's golden ore^ 
into the other, yoir will lee the former will foca 
kick die beam, 9nd the loves and graces be fent 
t« flutter through^ thofe airy «egh»ns where ihef 
were firft engendered.** 

^ Then you. alfow nothing for poor Lady Flora. 
Iferfe^*^ faid Mrs. Fitzofbomsw 

« O yes r her lad'yfhip fhaU be tofledinto die 
fcale by way o£ a make- weight.*^ 

«Forfliamer ({aid: Lady fieB, laughrng)P this: 
IS treatiing her poor little ladyfhip with great in- 
dignity, and abfolutely degrading her to the leveli 
of a farthing candle..*^ 

« Whyi (faid Mr^ Hnme^^.l havse no reafon to* 
fiippofe her to be a very brilliant luminary*!' 

** Nay,, but yoi* might have chofen a metaphor 
femewhat lefs diirefpedfuV' (aid Lady Bell*. 



« It IS tBcBettcr fuited to the reft of the con*, 
verfation, methinks,'^ £iid Mr» Fitzo(bonic> whin 
an air of diTpleafure.. 

«Oh, indcedf (feid Lady Bell,) when Mr.. 
RumC) after hsrvthg ran&cked heaven and eartb 
fcr fimilies, condfefcends to borrow^ his alIufion» 
from the (helves of a huckfter's fhop^ it ts high 
time to ehange the conyer&tion.'* 

Lady Bell foon afterwards took her Feave. Mrs., 
Fitzofborne retired to wrife letters, which flie- 
meant to k\\d by Rofina ; and Rofina^, glad to find 
herfelf at liberty, ihut herfelf up in her own apart— 
menL The painful reflexions which,, during, the 
day^ had in fome meafur^ been filenced by the. 
hurry of her employments, now recurredi to her 
mind with new violence. She fekaftoniflied at 
the boldnefs of the refolution (he had formed,, and. 
fhuddered* at the raChnefs of the enterpfize fhe- 
was on the point of undertakings. Hen reveries^ 
were interrupted by a meflage from Mr. Fitz*» 
•(borne, who defiredto fpeak with? her in the draw- 
ing-room, he was at a lofs to divine the bufmeiV^ 
©f this interview, which» difagreeabte as it mult 
ttecefTarily be, (be could- not with decency decline,. 
Conlbling. herfelf howeverj, with the rcflettioik 

thatt 
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that it would be the laft, Ihe delcended the ftakff 
with a throbbing hearts; 

She found Mr. Hume with Mr. Fitzofbome; 
The latter ftill wore the air of complaifant aflSi- 
bUity, which, for his own reafons^ he bad thatr 
day thought it politic to afllime* 

« As you aregoing^to town, Mifs Mortlraer„ 
(faid he,) I fhall take the liberty of troubling you 
with a few conuniffions..'* 

Rofina coldly defired him to favour hex with, his^ 
diredions. 

** If you will wait here a moment, (/aid he,) I 
will juft ftep into the library, and write a memo- 
randum of them : it would be rather too trouble- 
fome to burden your memory with, them/* 

He left the room as he fpoke j and Rofina, who* 
inftantly perceived that (he had been fummoned ta 
this parley in confequence of a plan, preconcerted 
between the gentlemen, turned to a piano-forte,, 
and began to look over fome mufic that laid feat- 
tered on it, as if in the intention of. felefting, 
fomething to play, Mr. Hume approached her. 

« Muchl 
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^^ Much as I admire Mifs Mortimer's perfor<- 
m'ance, (faid he,) at prefent, when accident hat 
favoured me with the opportunity I have fo long ' 
ardently wiihed for, and vainly fought, of enter- 
taioing her alone. She will forgive me if I am 
more felicitous to fpeak than to liften.-^' 

" Well> Sij*„ ((aid Rofina,. turning from the 
inftrumerit, although I fhould fuppofe the com^ 
verfations which have already pafTed between us 
had left nothing for you to add or me to hear,^ 
whatever you wifli to fay, I am willing to attend 
to it." 

Hume, though, by no means deficient in affu*- 
rance„ felt difconcerted by her firmnefs.. 

" You aie now, madam,, (faid he, widi fome he*- 
fitation,) on the eve of leaving this place ; and^ 
before your return to it, my bufinefs will call me 
alfo away '^ if not my bufmefs, at leaft my incli- 
nation will force me to leave it ; for how, in youf 
abfence, can I fupport the fcenes where I have fa 
long beea blefled with your fociety !'^ 

Roilna. finiled farcaflically.. 
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<« I fee (refumed Hui»e) that mj ftohSom 
are defpifed, and my fincerity diftrufted. What 
iball I iay2 what fhall I do ? (contimted he, ap* 
proachihg more nearly, and catching her hand,) 
obdurate as diou art, to convince thee c^ the tmtk 
and terror o£ the heaet that adores thee i'^ 

^'Nothing!" taid Roflna, eotdly withdrawing 
l^er hand» 

«* Nothing !**' repeated Hume- 

«* If, Sir,, (faid Rofina^) my gootf opfnion h 
leally of coniec^uence to you, you will endeavour 
|D retrieve it by divefting yourfelf o£ manners that 
are difagreeable^ and by laying afide pretenfions 
that are iricfome to me. What reafon have I had! 
to alter my fentunents, fmce I not long fince &x 
txpiicitly avowed them to you.?" 

" Yet,, madanv you once feemed to think my 
freten£ons merited Ibme confideration.'* 

**^ True,, Sit, and therefore I beftowed it offc 
them. As L was not precipitate in my determi- 
ncit II, you have the lefs reafon to be furprifed at 
f. .w irrevocahie*!* 



Hume bit his lip : he would have been angry, 
if he had dared, but his policy iurmounted his re* 
fentment.- 

" Deceived by fidfc appearances, (faid he,) you 
have formed hafty and injurious conclufions. If ! 
might but have permiilion to explain what may 
have appeared equivocal in my conduft -^.*' 

*< And wherefore, (interrupted Rofma,) prede- 
termined as I am, wherefore (bould you take the 
trouble of entering into fuch a vindication V^ 

** It is true, madam, (faid Hume,) from the 
decifions of predetermined prejudice there is n^ 
appeal, and yet, (walking about the rooto,) it is 
bard, very hard ! — ** ' 

« What is hard, Mr. Hume ? (replied Rofina.) 
Is it hard that on a point of fuch infinite impor* 
tance I {hould take the liberty of confulting the 
feelings of my own heart I Is it bard, that, in 
compliance with their didbtes, I decline an union 
with a man againil whofe duplicity of condu£); 
thofe feelings powerfully revolt i Is it hard, in a 
word, that I prefer my own happinefs to what you 
jnay be pleafed to confider as your advantage ?" 

**Your 
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^< Your own happinefs, madam ! (faid Hume, 
in extretee chagrin^} would but your prejudices 
allow you to perceive the road that leads to it| 
might, perhaps, be far better fecured by the con« 
nexion in which I have wiflied to engage you, 
than by an adherence to the chimerical project 
which at prefent engroA your attention/* 

Rofina perceived that this hint alluded to her 
fuppofed expedation of an imion with young 
Fitzofborne» 

•* Whatever may be my prevailing plans, ((he 
replied with fpirit,} to you. Sir, I am certainly not 
obliged to account for them ; and it is not vanity 
to fuppofe that I am at leaft as competent to judge 
of the means beft calculated to fecure my own 
happinefs, as you can be to point them out to me.'* 

« Yet, madam, (faid Hume, with increafed 
vexation,) had Mr» Fitzoiborne no fon whofe re- 
turn is immediately expefted, you might perhaps 
condefcend to the adoption of other means." 

Rofma fmiled difdainfuUy, but replied not. 

Mr. 



ROSIN A. 163 

Mr. Fitzofborne, who had porpofely created a 
pretext for giving Hume, who relied rather too 
much on his own powers of perfuafion, this pri- 
vate opportunity of converfing with Rofina, had 
gone no farther than the outfide of the door ; and 
now judging, from the tones of their voices, for 
their words he could hear but indiftindtly, that they 
were not likely to come to any- amicable compro« 
mife, he re-entered the room, and, looking at Hume, 
beheld his features burfting with the ipirit of re- 
prefTed refentm'ent. Rofina arofe at his entrance, 
and afked for his commands* He turned from her 
as ihe ftood, expe<^ing his reply. She repeated 
her words, impatient to be gone. 

^< Mifs Mortimer, ("faid he, turning fuddenly 
towards her with an angry and menacing air,) this 
is no time for trifling ! I find you have repeated 
your rejeSion of Mr. Hume." 

Rofina made no anfwer. 

«< In your refufal of Mr. Nettleby, (continued 
be,) imprudent as it was in a fituation fuch as 
your*s, your folly admitted, at leafl*, of extenua- 
tion ', but, in declining the favour Mr. Hume has 
intended you, no excufe can be found for it. It 

ia 
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18 not, I fuppofe, his age, his uglinefs^ or his od-> 
ditiesj that deter you from his alliance." 

<< Age, ugh'nefs, and iingularity, (faid Rofina,) 
are not to be confidered as crimes. Any other 
difadvantages, which may tend to preclude afFe&ion 
in the wedded ftate, are as greatly to be dreaded, 
and as ieduloudy to be ihunned." 

« And pray, (replied Fitzofbornc, ironically,) 
what are thofe difadvantages, on the part of Mr* 
Hume, which prevent him from having the hap- 
|>inef$ of finding favour in your eyes ? I would 
recommend to your perufal the faUe of the dog 
and the (hadow, and to your confideration, the 
prepofterous vanity of loling a fubftantial and per- 
manent advantage, by grafping at a vilionary fe% 
Jicity/* 

*< I underftand your alluiion, Sir, ((aid Rod* 
na.) An alliance with your fon is the vifionary 
felicity of which I am accufed of afpiring to, and 
on this fub^d I have already been treated with 
iti£icient indignity. Hut be aflUred, that, were 
that fon to refemble his fether, fooner would i 
wander a houfelefs mendicant through the worlds 
and foUcit the cold hand of charity for a fcanty 

fubliftence^ 



K O « 1 N A. • 165 

fubfiftence^ than unite myfelf to a man, no Icfs dcf- 
titute of decency and hofpttality, than of ever/ 
principle of humanity and compaflioa." 

^< It is well, madam!*' (aid Fitzofborne. 

^' No, Sir, it is not well ! (faid Rofina, who, 
confcious that (he had no longer any meafures to 
keep, endeavoured not to reprefs the flame of lo* 
4ignation that had fo Jong been fmothered by 
prudence in* her bofom,} it is not well to infult an 
unhappy orphan, to treat with cruel and unme« 
rited indignity, a pcrfon who never injured you !** 

<* If you meditate an injury, (feid Fitzofborne,) 
die cafe is not much altered/* 

**I meditate no injury, (replied Rofina,) though 
T perhaps poflcfs the power of hurting you, had 
I the inclination : but reafon and propriety afligir 
me a different conduA,-— a conduffe with which I 
have repeatedly aflfured you you (hould have rea- 
fi>n to be fati<^fiedj for no treatment on your part^ 
however unworthy, can authorize on mine a breach 
of grafitude and duty. To you, Mr. Hume, 
(continued fhe, turning towards him, with a 
foftened air, and weeping as flie fpoke,) I have 

perhaps 
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perhaps exprelTed myfelf with too much feverity, 
for you have given me no juft reafon to be offend* 
ed i if I have, I entreat you will forgive me :— 
but, perfecuted, baited with fcorn and derifion, 
wounded, irritated, as I have been, reduced to an 
alternative that appears dreadful, I fcarcely know 
what I fay." 

** To what alternative are you reduced ? ((aid 
Hume, who, exceedingly foftened by her tears 
and gendenefs, approached her with great tender* 
nefs,} why are you thus agitated ? Oh ! if I 
could prevail on you to give me a legal title to 
prote£t you, no mortal breathing (hould diftrefs 
you with impunity !" 

« I have already (faid Rofina, more coldly) ac- 
quainted you with my final determinadon, and have 
pnly to regret that it was not couched in terms more 
gende." 

She arofe, and retired ; but the moft arduous of 
her trials was ftill to be fupported,~-her parting 
interview with Mrs. Fitzofborne. 



€HAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED* 



WHILST Rofioa-ftiU (huddered with appre^ 
henfionat th« idea of her approaching re- 
paration from her friend, (be entered her apart- 
ment. 

« Here ^faid Mrs. Fitzofborne) are the letters 
I have been writing, and here is a lift of my 
commiffions, and the ticket, which will fupply 
you with money to execute thern^ ; and I entreat 
you will for once diveft of your ufual frugality, 
and equip yourfelf with every thing that may be 
neceflary for the gala with which I intend to ce- 
lebrate my fon's return," 

Rofma fighed heavily. 

« But, 
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« But, dearcft Rofina, (continued Mrs. Fit«* 
cfborne,) why this gloomy deje£tion, this obilinate 
defpondency V* 

<« I have no mind, (faid Rofma^ whoTe heart 
fainted at the idea of the enterprize fhe was on 
the point of embarking in, and who fancied flie 
would incur no inconvenience of any kind by de« 
ferring its execution for a few days,) " I have no 
mind to go to-^morrow." 

V How childifli is this irrefolution ! (faid Mrs. 
Pitzofborne;) have you forgotten all the wife 
ledures with which, even from your infaney, I 
liave endeavoured to guard and fortify your mind 
againft this weak inconfifiency, which is the moft 
prevailing and dangerous foible of our kxV* - 

«« I have never forgotten them, (feid Rofina>) 
and you (ball be convinced that I have not/' 

<< I hoped, (faid Mrs. Fitzoibome) that I had 
made youaliitle heroine.'' 

^ Would to heaven I was <Mie ! (faid Rofinaj) 
but I will go, iince you defire it/' 
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<« I defire ft, my dear Rofina, becaufe I think 
this little excurfion will contribute to raife your 
dejedled fpirits, and make you more happy." 

^« I think it will," faid Rofina. 

«* Why, then, (rcfumed Mrs. Fitzofborne,) 
ihould you wifli to defer it ?" 

** I will not defer it : I will conquer this weak« 
nefs. I will convince, you that the precepts which 
have fo ofccn and To powerfully enforced the prac- 
tice of fortitude and magnanimity, have not been 
loft on me.". 

<^ One would imagine (faid Mrs. FitzofbornCy 
extremely furprifed at this weak uncertainty in 
llofina, in whom (be had hitherto remarked a 
firmnefsand energy of mind greatly fuperior to her 
years,) one would imagine, that, on fo trivial an 
occafion, it would be unneceilary to recoUedt: 
them." ' 

<< Alas ! (faid Rofina, burfting into tears, and 
throwing her arms round her friend,) I cannot efti- 
mate as trivial any neceifity that obliges me to leave 
you." 

Vox.. II. I Mrs. 
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Mrs. Fitzolborne foothed, and endeavoured to 
argue Rofina out of a weaknefs, which, uncon- 
fcious as fhe was of the motive in which It origi* 
jiatedi appeared inconflftent, even to abfurdity. 

A fervant came to inform them fupper was on 
die table. 

<^ I do not afkyou to come down with roe, (laid 
Mrs. Fitzofl)orne,) you are not now fit to be 
fcen." 

<«No, (laid Rofina ;) as I muft rife early, I 
will go immediately to bed." 

*« Well, then, (faid Mrs. Fitiofbornc, embra-r 
cing her tenderly as Ihe /poke,) God blefs and 
proted you, my fweet Rofina, we flxsfll meet no 
piorc 1" 

/ ^he haftily quitted the room as fhe fpoke« 

*< We fhall meet no mote !" Thefe words in- 
advertently uttered, and obvious in their fignifi-* 
cation, feemed. to dart, like an ice-bolt, to the 
heart of Rofina. Cold and motionlefs as a ftatue, 
Ibe received the parting embrace of her friend, 

without 
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\i7ithout the abilityjto return it. Forfeveral mi^ 
nutes {he flood fixed to the fame fpot9 her ideas 
all wandering in a defolate and melancholy confu- 
fion, fimilar to that dreary wildnefs which per- 
vades the diflra£led and feverifh imagination of 
the vifionary fufFerer, whofe pillow bodily in- 
firmity or mental difquietude has planted with 
thorns* 

Site endeavoured to roufe herfelf from her flu* 
pei^4^on9 but flill thofe ill-boding words, << we 
fhall meet no more," returned with a fuperfti- 
tiotts horror to her imagination, and fent back the 
blood to her fcarcely palpitating heart. 

To conceal her fecret from Mrs. Fitsofborne 
bad required the utmofl Exertion of her felf-com« 
mand. She felt that, on another interview, an 
emotion too powerful to be combated would be- 
tray her, and, determined to put her fortitude to 
no unneceflary trial, haflily threw herfelf into 
bed. 

After fhe had been two hours in bed, fome one 

entered the room, and foftly approached the bed. 

By the ftep and breathing fhe knew that it was 

Mrs. Fitzofborne* She gently opened the cur- 

I 2 tains. 



I7i ^ R O S I N A. 

tains, and leaned over Rofina, who, repreffing 
her emotion, feigned herfelf afleep : bending 
down, (he kiifed her cheek, and, whifpering a 
ihort but fervent prayer for her prefervation, foftly 
withdrew, 

Rofina darted from her bed as her friend quitted 
her room. She followed her to the door; her 
heart was wrung by agonizing fenfations ; (he 
feemed to fliudder on the brink of a precipice . 
her feelings revoked againft the determination (he 
had formed ; her intended elopement arofe to her 
imagination, furrounded with peril and difmay. 
She laid her hand on the lock of the door, in the 
intention of recalling her friend, and confeffing 
to her, and relinqui(hing her ra(h defign. Oh ! 
had (he obeyed the impulfes of her heart at 
that moment, how many fubfequent pangs would 
have been fpared to her bofom ! Juft then (he 
heard the voice of Fitzo(borne in the corridor, 
who fpoke to his fervant in retiring to his chamber. 
She recoiled at the found ; it revived all her in- 
dignation; the moment of fenfibility was paft, 
and the pride of refentment triumphed over the 
didates of tendernefs. 

** Yes, 
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w Yes, (faid 6ie,) I will go, I will fulfil my 
promifes, fo repeatedly given ! Fitzofborne, you 
(hall be be fatisfied ! Now triumph in the fuc- 
cefs of your barbarity, exult in the banifhment 
of her whom you detefted ! Merciful heaven ! 
is this, then, the laft night I mud repofe beneath 
this roof, which has fo often protedled my pure 
and innocent flumbers 1" 

She flew to the window, and opening the fhut- 
ters, looked around her with a wild eagernefs.-— 
The moon, obfcured at intervals by flying clouds, 
threw a tranflent. and fludtuating light over the 
proipeft. 

" Adieu, (fhc cried,) beloved retreats of my 
happy and thoughtlefs infancy ! Sweet fcenes> 
that have witneflfed my childifli innocence and 
childifli tranquillity, adieu ! — Ah ! where fhall 
I now wander ? what dangers may I not en« 
counter ? — • But, wherefore this apprehenfion ! 
this weak diftruft of the prote<5tion of the AU 
mighty ! Will he^ who dif4ains not to bend his 
paternal eye on the meaneft of his creatures, re- 
ject the fupplications of an unhappy but guiltlefs 
orphan ? is not the whole creation pervaded by 
his prefcnce ? 

13 « Wrdpp'd 
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«« Wrapp'd in his eflence> I his power adore V* 

•« Should I periih in the dangerous dement, 
on which I am on the point of embarking, ia 
jiot his fpirit in the troubled waters ? Can the 
fieel of the aflaiGn reach my hearty unless the Al- 
fiilghty nerves the arm that deals the deadly blow i 
Let guilt then fear. 

— — — — Tremble, thou wretch f 
Thou perjured^ and thottfimularof juftice \ 

«* The leraphic form of innocence, like the 
heavenrCommiiSoned angel that guided the He- 
brew brethren through the burning furnace^ ihaU 
conduct her favoured votaries fafe and unhurt a- 
midft the fiery ordeal of the world 1" -^ 

But Rofinali metaphor held not good; ibr, 
though the adherents of virtue may bear the in- 
nate probity of their hearts unconfumed and un- 
fullied through the dangerous trial, unlike the He- 
brew brechren> on whom> we read,. « the fire had 
no power^^* their feelings will be forely icorched 
and finged ^ deep and painful fears will be left 
fmarting in their bofoms, and the triumph of vic- 
tory too oftea forgotten in the anguifh of the 
wounds it was purchafisd by.. 

In 
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In fuch reflexions Rofina pafled the night, and 
watched with increafed anxiety the dawn of the 
morning that was to feparate her from every thing 
(he loved* 

** All her preparations were made. Her wait- 
ing-woman £inQied fhe.wa^ to accompany her to 
town; but Rofma, telling her that ihe fliould con- 
tinue there but a very ibort time, declined her 
attendance, and tjirew herfelf into the .carriage.^^ 
She turned her weeping eyes backwards, and, like 
Mahala, when ihe entered the untrodden defert^ 
fent back her wifbes and her prayers to the habita- 
tion iheaba^oaed^ 



I 4 CJIAP, 
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CHAP. XVI. 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED* 



A DISAGREEABLE ENCOUNTER. 

AS Belle-Vue was not more than nineteen 
miles from Dublin, (he arrived in town 
about ten o'clock ; and, inftead of driving to the 
houfe of *the lady to whom it was Mrs, Fitz- 
ofborne's intention (he fhould make this vifit, fhc 
defired the poftillion would tst her down at the 
houfe of a mantua-maker in Grafton-ftreet, to 
whom fhe and Mrs. Fitzolborne had long been 
cuftomers. 

She told Mrs. Fleming, the mantua-maker, 
who received her with the officious civility of 

vulgar 
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valgar courtefy, that fhe had left the country to 
trania£t (oxne bufmefs, and execute fome com- 
ini£ions, which fhe laid (he could not manage with 
equal eafe and unreftraint in the houfe of any friend 
who was at predentin town, ^d therefore begged 
her to accommodate her with an apartment for a 
day or two; which Mrs^ Fleming very readily 
promi£bd to do» 

DetermFneJ to fill in the firff packet that went 
©ut, fhe awaited with impatience the arrival of 
Auftin, whom Hie liad appointed to meet her at 
this place. He came, however, before flie had 
finiihed her breakfaft, and fent up a meflage to 
her, as previoufly agreed on, that he was come to 
know whether fhe had any goods to be fent off ta 
the country. Rofina faw him alone, and gave 
him diredions to make enquiries at the packet-* 
houfe without lofs of time. Refol\ring, at the 
fame time,, to neglect no inflance of attention 
which it was yet i^ her power to evince to her 
friend, fhe fent for a chair^ determined to execute 
as many of her comir.iilions as the time fhe had ta 
remain in Dublin would allow her* She gav^ 
Auflin the ticket, with direSions to receive the 
money for it, and meet her there again at one 
o'clock. At the moment when fhe was flepping, 
X S int<^ 
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into the chair, (he was exceedingly (hocked to (ee 
old Nettleby croffing the ftreet within two yards^ 
of her. She held down her he^ ;, and getting 
haflily into the chair, the men^ who had already 
received their direilions,^ carried her away in- 
ftantly,.whilft the old gentleman^ who thought he 
knew her, but was rather doubtful on account of 
the imperfeSion of his optics,, and the improba- 
bility of her being in town at that time, made a^ 
fiill ftop,. and ftood for fome minutes lookihg after 
her J then turning to Mrs. Fleming,, who had at- 
tended Rc^na to the door,, and had not yet re* 
entered the houfe, he enquired wliether the lady 
in the chair was not Mifs Mor;tkner.. Mrs. Fle- 
ming, replied that (he was». 

^ Pray, (faid he») can you inform me whether. 
Mrs.. Fitzolborne is in town V* 

Which queftion. Mrs., Fleming anfwered in the: 
negative- 

** It is a. ffrange thing, (feid he,)" what couldi 
bring this girl tQ town. by. herfelf !'* 

" 1 really know nothing of the matters, Sir,, 
(faid Mrs. Fleming, whom Nettleby's ruftyblacfc 

coat 
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coat and old brown wig had in^ired with no high' 
degree of reipe£L) I fuppofe if the young lady 
had not bufinefs, ihe would not have come; for 
my own part, I have a great deal too much to do- 
•f my own, to mind other people's aiFairss— fo« 
good morrow tci you, Sir-" 

She turned on her heel to enter the houfe; but 
ju{L then, Ayilix^ who had waited in the hall to- 
enwrap the ticket Rofina had committed to his 
charge in no lefs than feven folds of paper, before: 
he depofited it in his leathern purfe^ now made 
his appearance on die fteps,. to the mutual confter- 
nation of himfelf and Mr*. Nettleby.. Recollecting 
himfelf, he made a bow, and would have paf<» 
fcd on.. 

Sufpicion once conceived is not eafily eradif- 
eated; and often,, when it feems to have faded en- 
tirely from the mind,, it only flumbers, and a irifiing 
incident fuffices to awaken it. The interview o£ 
the temple now recurred to the old gentleman's^ 
cecoUec^n with, renewed diftruft*. 

<• What, (fiid he,)- are yoa in town; too ! Andl 
pra^; what brings you. here ?" 

i^ c^Alittle 
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« A little matter of bufinefsy Sir, (faid Aufliitj 
hefitating in great confufion,) that I am going 
about in a great hurry i and fo I wifli your honour 
a good day." 

'« And pray may I afk you, what is this mighty 
bufmefs that you are in fuch a hurry about?" 

•* Lord, Sir, (faid Mrs. Fleming, who perceived 
that thefe interrogations were not very agreeable 
to Auftin,) Lord, Sir, I wonder you can detain 
the honeft man, when he tells you he has got other 
matters to mind ! I am. fure he is, and muft be 
in a very gFeat Jitirry,. for I beard his young lady 
directing him to make all the difpatch in the world 
to nieet her again. I wonder more than any thing 
in the world, what call fome people- can have to 
pry into otliep people's affairs L" 

« Why don^t you praftife, as well as preachy 
goifip? (faid the old gentleman.) I dare fay you 
have bulinei^ of youp own to mmd, though you 
ftand there prating about matters that in no wife 
concern yoo.'* 

** Aye, and that I have, no thanks to you for i^ 

as good b\iiin£fs as any perfon of my profeflion 

• *» need 
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need to wifli for* I have the honour of making 
cloaths for the Countefs of ————.** 

<< Well, well, get you in and bafte your tails^ 
and flitch your fardingales ! Go, get you ini 
houfewife, and let the paflengers have peace as 
they pafs your door. I don't want to be deafened 
with your harangues, peftered with a long cata- 
logue of your great cuftomers, and worried with 
all that n»y lady what d'ye call her and the countefs 
of thingummy faid to you the laft time you were 
trying on their mantuas. Be fo good as to march 
into your houfe ; and, (hutting the door decently 
after you, leave this man and me to fettle our bu- 
finefs by ourfelves in quietnefs." 

<« Did any one ever hear the like \ (exclaimed 
Mrs. Fleming.) If I happen to like the outfide 
of my own houfe better than the infide of my own 
houfe, I don't know who (hall hinder me from 
ftanding at the door of my own houfe. That's 
a liberty my Lord Mayor himfelf could not de«* 
prive me of." 

^ Ybs, but he could, though I for by virtue of 
his office he has a right to remove all nuifances 
&omL the fireets: and I am ready to make oath 

bcfbra 
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before him^ upon the Holy Evangdifts, that yi»r 
are a very great ORe» Nuilknce, nocumintuniy the- 
learned Blackftone divides into two dalles, public 
and private* Now, as you are of that notorious- 
and public kind which works harm and annoyance 
to his Majefty's fubjeds on his high-way, you are^ 
more immediately cognizable to the junfdi£tion of 
the faid magiftrate. Would to Heaven, Aat the 
Lord Mayor, and other fcavengers of the le— 
giflation, would avail themfelves of their autho- 
rity, and apply their befoms to fweep all fuchu 
trumpery trafli out of thiaf our metropolis I" 

« O prepofterous ! (exclaimed Mrs. Fleming;)} 
was the like ever heard before! To be abufed in 
fiich an abominable manner by a little, old, beg- 
garly, ferret-eyed, weazle-faced. devil ! I am fure 
1 cannot for the life of me conceive or imagine 
what call you could have to the family of Mr- 
Fitaofborne, unlefs they fed you with an alms for 
charity. And then to call my Lord Mayor a^ 
fcavenger ! It is almoft as bad as treafon,. as one.- 
may fey." 

** Sir, (faid AuftiH,) being that I am m a man- 
ner a little prefled for time, having a deal of things 
to buy, fuch as tools and gardea<*ieeds, and the 

like^ 
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like» that I wants to fend off by the cars. I beg 
you lytU have me.excufcdy if I goes about my 
bufin^fs." 

«* And was that the bufinefs that brought yoa 
10 town?" 

« And a very good bufinefs too, mctiiinks/*' 
£dd Mrs. Fleming. 

** Peace, brawler, peace ! fexclai^ncd'^ettleby.*^ 
And had you no other bufinefs ? On what account 
are you ta meet that girl ?" 

" That girir (repeated Mrs.. Fleming.) Whyr 
he's to comt back here, to receive Mifs Mor- 
timer's orders about the things ^fhe has to fend to^ 
the coun^. What other bufinefs could a work-^^ 
kig man, lite him, have with: a fine ytmng lady 
tike Mifs Mortimer !'* 

« That's more than I know, (faid Nettleby.)^ 
So you fay Mifs Mortimer is to meet you here 
again ?" 

« Lord fave us and keep us, (cried Mrs. Fie- 

vnngy) what a crofs-examining you keep I The* 

& honeflr 
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honeft man faid no fuch thing. What could bring 
Mifs Mortimer here again ! If (he has any fur- 
ther commands to favour me with, it is a great 
deal more likely (he may fend for me to the houfe 
of fome perfon of quality, where (he will take up 
her abode during her — — .'* 

<^ Go to hell, jrou and your perfons of quality f 
(exclaimed the old gentleman in a rage.) What 
the devil are they to me, that I (hould be worried 
and baited with them P* 

«* Not much indeed, I believe, (faid Mrs. Fle- 
ming. I am fure, from your behaviour, you are 
nothing a-kin to any thing that's decent. Let 
alone quality >'' 

" O, thou everlafling brawler F Xantippe was 
furely thy prototype. Haft thou ever a hufband ?" 

« What is it to you whether I have or not.. 
I am fure I would rather live to be as fufty as old 
Dick> and as grey as a badger, than take up with 
fuch a little contankrQUS iron-faced devil as you for 
a hufband!'' 

^ Itby 
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' << I thy hufband, diabolical termagant ! Sooner 
would I break my neck by a voluntary flight from 
the Tarpeian rock, (if you know what that is,) 
than thruft it into a matrimonial noofe, to be linked 
to fuch an infernal vixen !'' 

« I know, (replied Mrs. Fleming, whofe choler 
rofe in proportion to his own,) that another fort 
of noofe would be a great deal fitter for it : and as 
to that Carpean rock, wherever it is, it would be 
fervihg you as you defer ve, if fomebody would 
pitch you from top to bottom of it^ and break, not 
only your neck, but every other bone in your old 
Ihrivelled (kin into the b^irgain, to punifh you for 
your impudence and impertinence. But I am a 
fool to be ftanding wafting my time on the liket 
of you \" 

So faying, fhe entered the houfe without ce« 
remony, and clapped the door in his £3ice. He 
turned to addrefe Auftin, but found himfelf en- 
tirely alone; for the good man having obferved, 
that, during the latter part of the contention, Mrs. 
Fleming had entirely cngroflcd Mr. Netdeby's 
attention, contrived to make his efcape between- 
two carriages^ and got off unperceived. 

This 
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This flight of Auftin greatly contributed to 
ftrengthen hi» /ufpicions, though by this time he 
was inclined to adopt the opinion firft broached by 
Mr. Hume, and confider the old man as the agent 
of fome principal who had not yet appeared upon 
the fcene. And it al^ appeared evident to him, 
that the bufy and loquacious mantua-maker was 
privy to the conipiracy^ of whatever nature it . 
might be* He walked flowly onwardS).and went 
into the firft coiFee-houfe he came to, to ruminate 
at leifure on the meafures which the exigency of 
the occaiion might require him to adopt; 

Roftna returned to Grafton«-ftreet at one o'dqckt 
and found AufUn already the>:e) awaiting her ar* 
rival,* to report to her the fuccefs of his embafi^* 
After having counted the money he* had received i 
for her with great deliberation and exaflnefe, and 
put her in pofleiHon of it, he proceeded to inform 
bar, that he had been at the packet^houfey and 
bad learned there, that the packet for Holy-Head 
would fail at eight o'clock next morning; and 
that, if ihe determined to go in it, her trunks 
muft be fent on board that day. He added, that 
m the courfe of his enquiries on George's Qusy> 
he had met an old acquaintance, whom be had. left 
in London fifteen years before, and that it was 

merely 
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merely by accident they recoUeded each other; 
that this perfon was become Captain of a Briftol 
trader ; and hearing his enquiries relative to the 
packet, had offered him a paflage in his own veflel^ 
which would be ready to fail with the next morn- 
ing's tide. Auftin had told his friend, the Cap- 
tain, that he had a young woman under his care, 
and that he could not give him a decifive anfwer 
until he had confulted her. He had therefore ap- 
pointed the Captain to meet him at three o'clock^ 
and in the meantime returned to acquaint Rofina 
widi this offer, and know her opinion of it. 

Rofina did not hefitate a moment 10 determining 
to embrace this propofaL Her wifhes had always 
pointed her to fome romantic vale in Wales, not 
only on account of the natural beauties, of the 
j)Iace, but from its vicinity to Ireland; for (he 
could not, refolve to remove to any confiderable 
diftance from a place to vdiich her thoughts and 
wiflies would inceflantly return. She therefore 
defired Auftin would immediately return to the 
Captain, agree with him for their paflage, and lofe 
no time in getting their luggage, the chief part of 
which lay at the houle of Solomon's fifter, on 
board. She had fent thither a trunk filled with 
books and materials for working and drawing ; 

and 
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and fbme time before her departure from Belle- 
Vue, fhe had fent her harp, which was her fa« 
Tourite inftrument, to town, to be new ftrung, 
to that (he had nothing now to do, but to get her 
things carried on board, as (he knew £he might 
fupply herfelf in Briftol with any neceflaries £he 
ihould have occailon for in her retirement. 

Auftin alarmed her a good deal with his account 
of his rencounter with the old gentleman ; and 
Mrs. Fleming gave him a circumftantial relatioa 
of their converfation in the ftreetr 

<< I am very forry, (faid Rofina,) that he hap- 
pened to fee me I" 

<< Then you know himi Ma'am V* faid Mrs* 
Fleming. 

« Very well," faid Rofiiia. 

" To be fure. Ma'am, if I had known he had 
the honour of your acquaintance, I (hould have 
treated him in another guefs manner. But upon 
my credit. Ma'am, the gentleman talked in fb 
ftrange a manner, that I could make neither head 
nor tail of it i calling jny Lord Mayor a fcavenger» 

and 
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and faying that it was his bufinefs to fweep the 
rubbiih out of the ftreets with a befom. I pro- 
teft, Ma'am, you can have no notion of the rigs 
he ran, without you were to hqar hinu" 

<< I have often heard him," faid Rofina* 

<< And then. Ma'am, he abufed me in fucha 
manner, that the dogs would not pick my bones ; 
for no one individual thing, Ma'am, but becaufe 
he faw I was not willing to let him keep hamper- 
ing the poor man with his roundabout queftions, 
when I knew that he had got other fifh to fry, and 
Wanted to go about your bufinefs. Ma'am. I pro- 
teft he flew into fuch a rage, that you would think 
he was neither to tie nor to hold, and talked about 
breaking his neck down fome great high rock or 
other. Upon my credit. Ma'am, it ran ftrangely 
in my head, that he was a little befide himfelf." 

^ And I believe he is fo," faid Rofina. 

«* To tell you the truth. Ma'am, that was the 
very thing that ftruck me ; for he grinned fo, and 
made fuch frightful faces, and called me fome out- 
of-the-way name ; now I cannot for the life of me 
recoiled what it was, but I know there was tipff 

to 
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to the end of it. I fuppofe it was all as one as 
jade'or httfley; and tormented the man to fucha 
degree, that if I had not been there to keep, him 
in play a little, I don't know what would have 
become of the poor old foul, for he really feemed 
quite at a non pbs ; and you would have died with 
laughing, if you had feep how he took to his heels, 
fnd fcampered away, as foon as the old tyger (I 
beg your pardon, Ma'am ; the old gentleman, for, 
having the honour of your acquaintance, to be 
fure he muft needs he a gentleman,) as ibon as the 
old gentleman &ced about, and turned at me" 

<< I entreat, good Mrs. Fleming, (laid Rofina,) 
that you will give orders that I may be denied, 
not only to him, but to any other perfon who may 
enquire for me here to-day; ((he knew that there 
was no probability that any one but Nettleby, or 
fome of his emiflaries, ii^ould enquire for her;} 
for you know, when one is engaged in bufinefs, 
it is exceedingly difagreeable to be interrupted." 

<« That I do, to my coft, Ma'am ; no one can 
tell more of that matter than I ; though, to be fure, 
when a body is interrupted by them that they are 
to get any thing by, it is quite a different thing* 
But I declare to you, Ma'am, I never can fay a 

fingle 
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fingle moment of my life is my own ; for may be, 
jttft at die moment that I am fitting down with my 
family to eat a moudiful of dinner, (and I have no 
|;reat appetite at die beft of times,— the full of an 
^g^fliell would fuffice me any day. of the year,) 
juft as I am iitting down to my morfel, in comes a 
ibotnum,widi a meflls^e from fome lady of quality 
or other; and, wet or dry, oiFI muft tn^s that 
moment to the other end of the town. And tben^ 
the ladies always defer their dirediona till the very 
laft mimite; yet they make no allowances, but 
exped people to fit up night and day, until dicir 
work 18 finilbed/' 

<< That is very unreafixiable, indeed,'' (aid 
Roiina. 

<< Yes, indeed. Ma'am, fo it is very unrealbn* 
able, and hard upon poor folks that gets their own 
bread But that's not half fo bad as my Lady 
Dowager Tygrony, that fent for me the Saturday 
before the laft birth-night, which, you may re- 
member, Ma'am, was on a Monday, for I dare iay 
you were at the Caftle ?'* 

No, indeed, ((aid Rofina,} I was not^'^ 

<< Why, 
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« Why, fo I thought, Ma'am, or eUe I {hould 
have had the honour of making your fuit But, 
as I was telling you. Ma'am, her lady{hip fent for 
me; and only thinic of it, Ma'am! fhe had the 
confcience to want me to work all day a Sunday 
at her caftle*fuit. But I told her ladyfhip I had 
a foul to be faved as well as my betters: it was 
enough for me to make a beaft of burden of myfelf, 
fix days out of feven, and little enough in all con- 
fcience to have one day in the w:eek to do my duty, 
go to church morning and evening, and fee after 
my falvation ; for you know. Ma'am, as the Scrip- 
ture fays, < What does it profit a man, if he gains 
the whole world, and lofes his own foul V To be 
fure, I have loft an excellent cuftomer; for her 
ladyfhip was fo difobliged, that fhe declared I fhould 
never fet a ftitch for her whilft fhe lived, and faid 
-ihe had no notion of tradefpeople being fo imper- 
tinent as to pefter people with their qualms of 
confcience. Now, Ma'am, I leave it to youj if 
this was not very unreafonable ?" 

<< Veiy unreafonable, indeed," faid Rofina* 

" Not but fhe found them that were not fo 
fcrupulous. Money can do a great deal. Ma'am s 
and I am fure I ought to think as much of it as 

another^ 
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another, being a widow with five fmall children. 
But ill gotten, ill gone, was always my notion. 
They fay it is happy for the child whofe father 
goes to hell : but if a man goes to hell himfelf, I 
think he'll be in a fair way to bring his children 
there after him. Lord preferve us ! And it is 
my maxim. Ma'am, that it is better to give our 
children decent learning and a religious education^ 
fuppofe there is not quite fo much to be had at the 
(baking of the bag." 

« Undoubtedly," faid Rofma. 

«^ To be fure, many of my neighbours may be 
able to give better fortunes to their children -, but, 
for my own part ." 

Rofina, who felt herfelf in a fituation pretty 
fimilar to that Of the man who flood on the banks 
of the river, waiting until its waters (hould be all 
paffed by, was at length obliged to interrupt that 
torrent of loquacity, which would otherwifc have 
flowed on for ever." 

« I am in great paih for you, Mrs. Fleming, 
(faid (he ;) I am fure I muft be very troublefome 
to you, and detain you from your buiinefs/' 

Vol, IL K But 
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But her e/fort$ to flop the rapidity ofthe W-* 
fpnt, only diverted it iijjo »Jfto^her. channel. 

•* Oh, not in the Jeaft, M.9'aiX), I affure you: it 
is quite a treat to me, to h^ve tjbe honour of con- 
ycrfing with you a little; for, though you may 
Ijijjik I only fay it out of flattery^ you were always 
a very paiticular favourite of mine/' 

<« I thank you for your favourable opinion, ((aid 
Rofina.) I hope you wo'n't forget to give orders 
that I may be denied.'* 

•* O, never fear, Ma'^m* I'll engage you Ihall 
\f€ as (Hug pnd qui<t here, as if you were ihut up 
in a nunnery : for there's not a creature in mj 
boufe. Ma'am, but an elderly gentlewoman and her 
maid-ferv^t, t|u^ fakes the fecond floor by the 
j^ar. For ipy cbi}dren }?eing frnal], M^'am, I 
^CMitrive to let thefe two iloorsj and do as well as 
I can witfi the i;^ft of the houfe ; and to t^e fure, 
||ie gentleman tbaf.h;^. thefe middle apartfiie^its, is 
as little trouble in a houfci as a ^en.t|e|nan can be, 
Aough he pays me three guineas a- week for them i 
l^ui he's fit )q# h/fjf his fiipp^c pi^t pjF tpwn." 
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CHAP. XVII. 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



Good gods ! *d8 like a roUuig river. 
Which munn^ring flcnys, and flows for ever ! 

* Gay. 

ROSIN A having finiflied her burmefs, re- 
turned at five o'clock, and found a chicken 
prepared for her by Mrs. Fleming. Auftin alb 
returned to her with the agreeable intelligence that 
be had fettled every thing with the Captain, and 
got the greateft part of their luggage already on 
board. Yet ftill Rofina had terrible apprehen- 
fions of the machinations of old Nettleby, whofe 
difpofition £he knew to be to the laft degree in- 
quifitive and prying, even in matters where his 
VYTti intereft was not immediately concerned. 

However, 
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However, as the preparations for her departure 
Were in fo great forwardnefs, fhe hoped that flie 
fliould be able to effeft her efcape before he could 
take any meafures to prevent it. 

Auftin informed- her, that, underftanding they 
might be probably three or four days at fea, he, had 
luckily bethought him, that, during that interval^ 
they might poffibly feel fome inclination to eat, 
(a circamftance Rofma had never once adverted 
to,) and had therefore packed up a bafket, with 
fome wine and brandy, and fuch provifions as he 
thought might be uieful to them. Roflna highly 
commended his prudence and diligence in the 
management of the builnefs in which (he had em- 
ployed him ; and was particularly pleafed that (he 
was to go by the way of Briftol, which was in 
every refpecl more agreeable and convenient than 
a journey by Holy-Head, where the publicknefs erf 
the way might fiibjedt her to difagreeable en- 
counters, and render it more eafy to trace her in 
her flight." 

Thefe arrangements made, Rofina, quite over- 
come with wearinefs, threw herfelf on a couch in 
the drawing-room, and flept for near two hours, 
Mrs. Fleming prepared tea ; and Roftna entreated 
K 3 her 
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ter to favour her with her company; for, tirefome 
and fiupifying as was the everlafting din of that 
good woman's unmerciful Volubility^ Rofina, ?t 
that period, felt it preferable to a communion widt 
the melancholy feelings of her own heart. 

Whilft they were at tea they heard a loud rap at 
At doon 

« Who can that be 7" faid Rofiiia, exceedtegty 
alarmed, 

<* Somebody to Mrs. Langley, the gendewoman 
, that lives overhead, I dare fay, (replied Mrs. Fle- 
ming ;) for, though (he's a little down in the world 
at prefent, or elfe, you know. Ma'am, ihe wouU 
not take up with a fecend floor, ihe's come of a 
good family, and is vifited by a great number of 
people of condition; but ^ou know. Ma'am, ihingi 
of this kind often happen in the world.*' 

** Very frequently," faid Roiina« 

<< He# fiufSand, Ma'atti, had great f-elatioif^, and 
enjoyed a capital place in the treafury. I dare fay, 
Ma'am, Mr. Fit^ofborne muft have known him, 
/or he made quite a gaming figure, and » ■- ■ " 

€c JSome 
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^ Some one is on the ft^itrs ! (faid R6(inA$) I 
ibii afraid — -i^ — i.** 

The door opened,' and a.ftranger of a genteel 
and fa[{hionabl& appearance entered the room, in« 
terrupted Mrs. Fleming's anecdotes, and threw 
Rofina into the greateft confufion. The gentle- 
man boiled, and turned to withdraw, when Mrs. 
Fleming, wh6 bad ftart^d up on his entrance, ran - 
to the door, and entreated him to come in. 

^ if I Had exp^arf you (b foon in town, Sir, 
([faJd (he,) I ihouW not have taken this liberty; 
jbut the apartments being empty, and you. being 
lb obliginjj; is to dlow m^ to make ufe of them 
WbiKd yoa 2(re ^way^ I thought there was no 

*< 0| none in the world. Madam, (faid the 
ftrangerv) it makes me very happy that they 
fliould be any convenience to you during my ab- 
fencr.'* 

" Why, Sir, fincc you are fo obliging at to fay 

fo always, and that this young lady came to town 

this morning about a little bufinefs that ihe has 

r©m6 rcafons for dcfiring to keep private, I thought, 

K 4 to 
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to be furei I might as well endeavour to accom* 
modate her. But, Sir, you have not drank tea. 
Do be fo kind as to ftep over to the table and take 
a cup. You'll find it very refrefliicig after your 
journey ; and it is this moment I have put frelh 
tea in the pot." 

The gentleman, whofe curiofity was exceedingly 
excited by the figure of Rofina and her little pri- 
vate bufinefs, accepted the invitation, and placed 
himfelf diredUy oppofite to her at the table* The 
attention with which he examined her^ whilft he 
fipped his tea, exceedingly increafed her embar- 
raflinent. Conceiving, meantime, either from her 
evident timidity, or the company in which he found 
her,^ no very high idea of her rank, he addrefied 
fome little general convi?rfation to her with ah air ' 
of great familiarity, which ihe anfwered in the 
moft laconic ftyle. 

" I think, Mrs. Fleming, (laid he,) you told 
me this youn? lady came to town this morning I 
From her complexion, I Ihould fuppofe fhe had 
been in the country, making depredations on -the 
lilies and rofes." 

"All 
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,« All pure nature, I warrant you, (returned 
Mrs. Flemings) to be fure it would make one 
fick to fee fome of our ladies of quality how they 
do fo plafter themfelves ! I cannot help laughing 
in my fleeve, when I hear Lady Catharine SJii- 
gleton cried up for a beauty. But it is hard to 
tell who's handfome now-a-days.** 

« Not in the Icaft," faid the ftrangcr, looking 
full at Rolina. 

<^ Amongft our fine painted ladie9, I mean> 
diough," faid Mrs. Fleming. 

** Why, it is certainly not eafy, (replied the 
gentleman,) to judge of a phyfiognomy that is 
concealed by a maik. Were our modern belles 
obliged to wafli their faces, we ibould be able to 
afcertain theif pretenflons with more certainty." 

« I proteft that^s very true, (faid Mrs. Fle- 
ming.) I was fent for the other morning to my 
Lady Killgobbin, before her ladyffiip's face wat 
made\ and when I was {hewed up to her dreiling^- 
room, upon my credit I could fcarcely believe my 
own eyes. I give you my word and honour, the 
K 5 fkm 



202 R o s I N a; 

fkin of her ladyfhip's face looked for all the world 
like a piece of old (hrivelled parchment that .*^ 

^< Hold, hold, my good loquacious landlady, 
(faid tHe gentleman;) for Heaven's fake, give us 
fome quarter, and don't be fo unmerciful as to bore 
us with defcriptions of that withered harridan, that 
has been thrufting her plaftered phyfiognomy into 
every public place thefe ten years paft. One fees 
it every where, at plays, balls, concerts, public 
afiemblles, and even private parties. Nay, the 
very day before the laft feflions clofed, when I was 
in the houfe, engaged in a very interefting debate 

with that little fnarling fellow, G- , I chanced 

to caft my eyes upwards, and, lo ! what (hould I 
behold but this fame varniflied vizard flaring me 
full in the face from the oppofite gallery; and this 
frightful apparition fo efFbdually dillipated my ideas, 
that the devil a fentence coujd I mufter to oppofe 
to his arguments. I am convinced, that, were it 
poffible for me to be pregnant, I fliould be de- 
livered of juft iach another painted bufto as her 
ladyfhip's. 

« Well, to be fure, j(cried Mrs. Fleming,) you 
have the moft curious ideas. You pregnant, in- 
deed! 
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deed ! What a rate you do go on at when you get 
into one of your 'funny humours this way ! But, 
as to my Lady Killgobbin, as I was faying ■■ > u * 

« Hang her, (interrupted the ft ranger,} let us 
talk no more of her. It is a ftrs^nge perverfion of 
tafte, when a very lovely objcel is before our eyes, 
(leaning both his arms on the table, and looking 
earneftly acrofs it at Rofma,) to fufFer the ima- 
gination to wander in fearch of a difagreeable one. 
Sir Harry Carleton and I have been projeding the 
heads of a bill which we mean to bring into the 
Houfe next feflions, in order to oblige all thofe 
departed beauties, whofe difagreeable and melan- 
choly fpe6lres have fo long haunted our fcenes of 
public feftivity, to fufFer themfelves to be properly 
interred; for it is highly indecent to fee thofe dif- 
agreeable bug-bears ftrolling &bout from one af« 
fembly to another, to deprefs the animation of the 
gay and youthful, and remind us of misfortunes 
which cannot be averted, when they ought to be 
repofing themfelves quietly in their chamel-houfes, 
if they had any confcience.'^ 

" O Lord ! O Lord !" (cried Mrs. Fleming,) 

I never heard fuch horrible talk in my life. I 

wonder, begging your pardon, how you can fpeak 

K6 of 
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of fuch things with fo little rcfervc. I never hear 
talk of ghofts and dead bodies, that it does not 
fet me in a tremble. Things are come to a fine 
pafs, to be fure, if folks are to be buried alive by 
a<5l of parliament, becaufe they are not young and 
handfome: it is the tyrannicalleft contrivance that 
ever I heard of? We Have a deal of fufs with 
our liberty, and our liberty;, but,. I am fure>. the 
King of France himfelf, as wicked as he is with 
his iron-cages, and his Icttres de catch-it^ could 
do nothing worfe than that. But I am perfuaded 
the volunteers would never allow of fuch doings. 
And to fay that people ought to be content to lie 
down quietly in burying-places among the dead bo- 
dies, inftead of taking their pleafure, and enjoying 
themfeives I I don't know who would fubmit to any 
fuch thing that could help themfeives. I wonder 
how you will like it, when you come to be elderly 
yourfelf ! But you muft certainly be ^efting all 
this time \ Ma'am, it is fo (hocking, (turning to 
Rofina;) does'n't it put you in mind of the poor 
lady in the play, where her lover comes with a 
pickaxe, and digs her up out of the grave ! it is 
fo moving !" 

" My dear literal landlady, (returned the gen- 
tleman,) it is ftrange that you can never be re- 
conciled 
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concAea to my figurative mode of fpccch ! I fpcak 
metaphorically, and adapt my phrafe to my Aibjedi ; 
for, amongft ladies of the ton^ you, who are fo 
much converfant with them, cannot but know — •'' 

« Ladies of the town, Sir ! I converfant with 
ladies of the town ! A fine character you give 
me. But I believe there*s no pcrfon of my J* 

*< My dear Mrs. Fleming (interrupted the gen- 
tleman, laughing immoderately, whilfl Rofina could 
Dot forbear fmiling at this miftake,) - you really 
mifunderftand me»" 

« May be fo, Sir, (faid Mrs. Fleming, bridling,) 
may be this is another of your metamorphocal wzj% 
of fpeaking, as you call them*'* 

" Indeed you entirely mifconceive me, (refumcd 
he;) the word I made ufe of is French, and utterly 
different in its true interpretation from that which 
you have beflowed on it. I was only going to 
remark to you, that you, who are fo much con- 
verfant with women of faihion, muft certainly 
know, that to be buried alive is nothing more than 
a facon de parler^ a phrafe fynonimous with being 
fccluded from polite fociety. Thus, when a young 

lady's 
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lady's pa/etit$ or gtiafdians reftrain her from public 
smufementS) her^fextiaU acquaintarK«s exciaiin, 
^ that the tyrannical old brutes bury her idive :*' 
or, (heuld her hufband convey her to a retired 

country-feat, the inhuman monfter is faid to have 
inflicted on h)sr the fame fpecies of imermec^} and 
to tHfs .piy proje£l is fimilan I would have a 
large charnel-houfe, or rather hofpitalfor imurahUt^ 
ereSed in the moft remote and unfrequented part 
of the kingdom, or on fome folitary idand per- 
taining tp it) and thither would 1 fend all thofe 
Worn-out, hackneyed beauties, wto are " tarnijhed 
in the fated ftghty* as the poet exprefles it, and, 
by long obtrufion on the eye of the public^ ar^f 
become odious to it.*' 

*♦ I hope, then, (faid Mrs. Fleming, who had 
condefcended to be appeafed with his explanation 
and apologies^) I hope you intend to fend all your 
battered bciauX t9 Jceep them company in their 
fblitude.'* 

•* I intend it; and, in order to render their 
cxiftence, or rather non-exiflence^ a^ tolerable as 
poiEble to them, they fhall be regularly fupplied 
every week with cards, fcandalj and rajppec. Will 

you 
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you fieivour me with your opinion of my plah, Ma- 
dam V^ addreffing Rofina, 

" As I have not at preftnt leifure to bcftb^^ oh 
it the confideration it merits, Sir, (returned (he,) 
I muft defer giving my fentiments for the prefent* 
— M-s. Fleming, (rifmg a$ (he fpoke,} I fear we 
have intruded too long on this gentleman* 1 have 
a letter to write. Will you give me leave to go 
down to one of your parlours f* 

" I muft take the liberty of oppofing the mo- 
tion, (faid the gentleman,) and entreat. Madam, 
that you will do me the honour to occupy thefe 
apartments as Jong ^s may fuit your convenience. 
You would certainly make me doubly happy, in 
allowing me to be ypur companidn in them. But, 
. as that is an indulgence I cannot reafonably ex- 
pe6t, I can, without the flighteft Jnconvenjencei 
difpofe of myfclf elfewhere." 

Roflna thanked him coldly for his ofFerj which, 
however, (he fcarccly knevy whether to conftruQ 
as a compliment or an affjront. It might, fhe 
knew, be well intended ; but it wanted that air of 
i^odefty and refpe6t, without which no offer of 
fcrvice from a ftranger can poffibly be acceptable. 

The 
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The appearance of this perfon had, from his firfl: 
entrance, thrown her into a very difagreeable di- 
lemma, as fhe feared, left his unexpeded arrival 
might put it out of Mrs. Fleming's power to ac- 
commodate her with a bed* 

** But, at any rate, Ma'am, what need you be 
in a hurry ? (faid Mri. Fleming ) Do, pray, fit 
down, and let me give Mr. Weftley his tea. He 
has not half done yet. You'll fee, every thing 
ihall be fettled to your liking by and by/' 

Rofina, hefitating and confufed, refumed her 
feat. 

Mr. Weftley arofe, walked about the room> 
humming a tune, and, going to the window, ftood 
a few minutes looking out, and then remarking 
that the town was devilifh empty, returned to the 
table, and taking a feat next to Rofina, threw bis 
arm over the back of her chair* 



CHAF« 
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C H A P; XVIIL 

TH£ NARRATXVB CONTINUED^ 



A VIOLENT UPROAR. 

JUST then, as Mr. Weftley turned to addrcft 
Rofina, the door fuddenly opened, and , ia 
ftalked Mn Nettleby. 

Rofina fcreamed ; and Mr. Weftley, aftonifbedi 
at her terror, threw his arms around her, and pro^ 
mifed to protect her. 

*< So, my fine young Madam, (faid the old 
gentleman,) 1 have ferreted you out at laft. This 
is a fine exploit you have atcbieved, and a pretty 
fituation I find you in. From the moment I waf 
apprized of your being in town to-day, I kne\y 

you 
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your wicked intentions as well as if I had poflcffed 
the power of divination. But I am come time 
enough, however, to prevent the executioit of your 
dcfign. You fiiall come home with me imme- 
diately to. my own houfc. I will fit up myfelf all 
night to watch you j and to-morrow morning, by 
peep of day, 1 will fct out with you for Belle- Vucj 
for I am determined never to let you from under 
my own eye, until I deliver you up fafe and found 
to the prote£lion of the friends from whom you 
Ixave made your efcapc.'* 

Mrs. Fleming and Mr, Wcftley looked at each 
other in great altonifliment, whilft the confter- 
fiatldrt ctf ftofinai who wa!s hOi)v convinced thai all 
her plans \(/6ft dificdvered) entirely fealed her lips. 

*< And as to you,' abominable wretch ! (con« 
Ihiued Sr^ttteby, turning fiufcely tb Mtk Wcftfey,) 
¥^h3Lt fliali I iky tb you I", 

« Say tome, Sir!** 

«« Ayci fay to you, Sir ! Sbal! I not fay th« 
you art t viHaitt, a d^eivcf, and a Itat, Kkc thart 
lievil of Whom you air^ undoubtedly dnt of the 
Ifhoiteft inftraments!" 

« Good 
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M Good again, Sir: and pray what elfe batf<; 
^Du to (ay to me?'^ 

« What elfe, Sir ! More, perhaps, than you*B 
be pleafed to hear, when you are brought befor« 
a court of juAite, to anfwer tbt yotfr ihifde* 



l<« Arid, pray, Sir, for which of my ani^^ 
tneanoarft am I to be arrafgrted before the tribaiial 
•fjtifticcf" 

«< For the xhiqditbus ibdu£lioA of this snlTor- 
fiuiate Child here prefent, Sir/' 

<< O Lord I O Lord ! (exclatinid Mrt. Fie- 
ftiiiig,) did any btik tittk hear dit like of thh fmc* 
the world was a world I I proteft it is downright 
jfcanArhus magnattmi The gentleman, that hal 
been married tbefe five years, and has a wife and 
three children of his own !'' 

" A married man, toof (cned Nettleby.) O^ 
wicked wretch ! abominable and licentious !-^ 
Cotild'ft thon not run headlong to the devif by 
thyfelf, withtmt drawing this poor, ignorant, filly, 

unfor* 
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unfortunate wretch of a girl into the everlafltn^ 
pit along with thee ?*' 

«* The man's mad," faid Mr. Wc&ley^ 

** As a march hare," rejoined Mrs. Fleming. 

RoHna, who now perceived that her manceuvres 
were ftill undifcovered, began to refume fome de-^ 
gree of compofure. Her indignation at Nettleby's 
atrocious behaviour fupplied her with fpirit. 

<< I wifh, Sir, (faid (he, addreffing him with a 
countenance expreffive of mingled vexation and 
rdfentment,) from my foul I wifh, that you could be 
confcious of the very ridiculous light in which yoii 
place yourfelf by your abfurd and impertinent con- 
du£): I What crime have I committed, for which 
I am to be imprifoned in your houfe, and brought 
to-morrow under a guard to my friends? an im- 
prifonment I will not fubmit to, and a journey 
which, under your convoy at leaft, I am deter- 
mined not to make. But, even allowing my ac- 
tions to be imprudent,. what authority have you 
to control or reftrain them? Why do you thus 
bufy yourfelf in my affairs I If Mrs, Fitzoft>ornc 

thinks 
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tliinks me adequate to the regulation of my own 
conduct) is it jour bufmefs to watch and in- 
fpeft it?*' 

*« Mrs. Fitzolborne, indeed f Would you have 
the confidence to perfuade me that fhe was privy 
to this fine elopement of your's ! "Aye, you think 
yourfelf mighty cunning ; but you will find it no 
cafy matter to make me believe that fine ftory, as 
great a politician as you think yourfelf/' 

^< I made no elopement, (faid Rofina;} I came 
to town in compliance with Mrs. Fitzofborne's 
^(hes ; in her carriage I came, and attended by 
her fervants." 

«« That fhe did, (faid Mrs. Fleming;) I can be 
upon my oath of it. And by the fame token, I 
called the girl down ftairs, to take the portman- 
teaus from the footman; and juft as her foot was 
on the laft ftep of the ftairs, the clock ftruck ten^ 
and fays I to the girl — *— ." 

' " Ha, Xantippe!" (exclaimed the old gentle- 
man, whofe rajge had hitherto prevented him from 
recognizing Mrs. Fleming,) art thou here, too !" 
Pleafe Heaven, I iball foon enjoy the fatisfa£iion 

of 
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of beholding thee difciplined at a cart's tail, like 
Other d^o^jps pf thy infamous profei&9n/^ 

« O dear, O dear! (cried Mrs. Fleming,) this 
is of a piece with all the reft ! I leave it to the 
public, if there is any thing infamous in the pro* 
feffion of a mantua-maker, when people mind their 
bufinefs, and pay their debts honeftly. It's a pretty 
thing, if folks are to be abufed in this manner, and 
treated like the vilefl of creatures, for nothing at 
all but oiily becaufe it is the will of Providence 
|hat they ibQuld earn their own bread !" 

<« Sir, (faid Mr. Weftley,) I think you have 
now very fufficiently exercifed your talents for 
abufe and fcurrility. Your age and infignificance 
have hitherto prpteded you: but I muft now infift 
9n your taking yourfelf away, as I Ihall elfe be 
neceflitated to fhew you a ihort pafiage into the 
ftrect, by the way of the window/* 

<< My infignificance ! (repeated Nettleby:) and 
pray who are you. Sir, that have die infolence to 
prate to me in this ftratn } Some fwindling black* 
guard of a hair-drefier, I fuppofe ; for in this age 
of tinfel and outfide, no one is to be eftimated bj 
his external appearance* But I would advife yoii 

St 
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to keq) your heAoring Bobadillo airs for thofe 
who are to be intimidated by 4 flafli in the paa, 
I know what I am about : I have not come with* 
out my credentials. J have the law on my fide, 
an4 wo*n'.t ^ir a ftep fart)i.er than it authpriz^s me 
%o do. I have a jjuftice of peace's warrant in my 
pocket, ai>d have the Iheriff waiting at the ftreet- 
door in my carriage, to aflift me in the .execution 
•f it," 

<« Good Heaven^ (feid Rofina, to the laft degree 
Rocked at being thus expofed and tormented,) 
what is to become of me !" 

" What is to become of you, indeed ! A better 
fate awaits you than you deferve; thanks be to 
my great charity, in preventing your deftruAion. 
So you had better come along with me, vnthout 
expofing youf felf any farther." 

He approached Rofina as he fpoke, who fell 
backwards in her chair almoft in a fwoon. 

** Sir, (faid Mr. Weftley, interpofing,) this 
young lady (hall not be removed in this manner. 
She is in piy s^partments i and I think myfelf bound 
if J the Uv^s of bofpitality to proteft her.'' 
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<< Do you fo, Sir Knight-errant ? Well, then 
all I have to do, is to fend down to William-ftreet 
for a few of the officers of the police." 

*' O Lord, O Lord! (exclaimed Mrs, Fle- 
ming, wringing her hands and weeping aloud,) 
was there ever any thing fo unfortunatel I would 
not for every farthing I am worth in the world it 
had happened! To have the flieriiF and police 
men brought here to my houfe, as i£ I kept dif- 
orderly company ! And I dare fay there will be 
a long hiftory of it in the newfpaper to-morrow 
morning! — See, Ma'am, (turning to Rofma,) 
what a fcrapc I have got into by my civility to 
you. Since matters are come to this pafs, it will 
be a great deal the beft of your play to go away 
quietly with the old gentleman, who, I dare fay, 
is a very difcreet perfon, and has a great kind- 
iiefs for you, and means you no barm in the 
world — ." 

*< Then you refufe toilet me ftay in your 
houfe, Mrs. Fleming," (aid Rofina, burfting into 
tears. 

<« O, not at all, Ma*am, (faid Mrs. Fleming,) 
it would give me all the pleafure in life, and I 

ihould 
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fcculd think it a very great honour to have you 
in my houfe ; but you fee how it is. lihall be 
ruined and undone for ever, if there's any uproar 
made in my houfe. I never fliall be able to hold 
up my head after it, or look a perfoii of quality in 
the face as long as I live,'* 

« I will fend inyfelf for the fheriff, (faid Mr. 
Weftley.) The young lady ftall not be taken 
away by this old madman/' 

" Aye, do fo, (faid Nettleby,) and you have 
not far to fend; for, as I have already told yoU| 
yoii will find him waitinjg in my cairiagc at the 
door." ; 

Mr. Weftley then fcnt a melTage to the flierifT^ 
who immediately afterwards made his appearance, 
and faluted Mr. Weftley, with whom he happened 
to be iacquainted, with great relpeft. . 

" Mr.Harwoodi (faid Mr. Weftley, addrefEng 
the IherifF,) you find me engaged here in a very 
extraordinary bufihefs ' ■ ■ ." 

« Not at all extraordinary in this age of uni- 

rerial depravity, (interrupted Nettleby.) But go 

Vol. II. L on, 
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QD, and let u& beir wkat defence you osui mkt 
W jourfelf." 

Mr. Wcftlty iDokrd aogrily al^ Nettkby.; but, 
twrning frombim with aa air of contempt^ which 
implied an opinion that hi^^ ioipertinence was un« 
worthy an anfwer, refumed his addrefs to the 
iberifi; 

*< Unexpected bufineft.c^liged. tat. td. hucry to. 
town, without allowing me leifure to apprize my 
Undbdyf Hs^ilwmSf with my imenuoe^-*." 

^ Sir» your bumble fervant, (faid Mrs. Fie- 
filing) wiping her eyes, and courtfying very low> 
to the iherifF.) I hope your lady and the young 
n^ifies are all well. I have the honour of makiog 
for them -^m^.** 

^< On my arrival here this ev^niing, I found 
Mrs. Fleming and this young lady, whom I have 
n^er feea until wiUiin this. hour ■ ' lhw^ 

<< So, nowthebudgtt-bf-lie&begim^ to^4)peai" 
cried Nettleby* 
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« O, tliat I am ready to is& an affidavit of»'* 
laid Mrs. Flemiiig. 

^< Mrs. Fleming, on my arrival, took the trouble 
ef making tea for me,'* purfued Mr. Weftley. 

<* O, dear Sir, (interrupted* the courteous Mrs. 
Fleming,) I am fure it was nd trouble in life, but 
avcry great pleafure to me.'* 

^ O, thou everlafting prater ! (exclaimed Net« 
tkby,) haft thou made a vow never to fuffer that 
tormenting tongue of thine to reft one mo- 
ment in filence, or allow the leaft interval of 
repoft to the ears of thy neighbours 7 Let the 
man proceed in his evidence, thou monitor of lo- 
-quacity. One would imagine thefe frequent in- 
termptions were artificially contrived for the pur* 
pofe of affording him time to recoiled his con« 
fiifed ideas, and invent new fidfdioods/^ 

«< Indeed, (faid Mr. Weftley,) (hort and Timplc 
as my tale is, I find it very difficult to get to the 
conclufion of it. Suffice it then to (ay, that whilft 
I was at tea with the ladies, this perfon, who is 
tdedly unknown to me, burft into the room, and, 
without the flighteft provocation, has infulted and' 
Lz abufed 
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abufed me in the mod opprobrious manner, ac- 
cuiing me of having feduced this young lady from 
her friends, and threatening me with all the ven« 
geance of the law." 

** There muft certainly be fome great miftake 
in this matter, Counfcllor, (faid the {heriff, ad- 
dfeiEng Nettleby.) I have the honour of knowing 
this gentleman very well. He is in parliament, 
and a perfon of confequence and fortune.*' 

«« Well, and what then ? Is he to be permitted, 
on account of his confequence and fortune, to 
trample with impunity on every right of fociety f 
And, as to his being in parliament, though it may 
entitle him to the privilege of cheating honeft 
tradefpeople of their money, it can certainly confer 
on him ho right to rob us of our wives and 
daughters." 

<< But you have heard the gentlem^in fay that he 
never faw the lady until within this hour," replied 
the (heriff. 

•* Yes,— and I have heard many others, who 
pretended to be gentlemen, aver falfehoods full as 
inconfiftent and infamous." 
* . ■' - ic Sir, 
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« Sir, (faid Mr. Weftley,) as I perceive you 
muft certainly labour under fome very great mif- 
apprehenfion, and without doubt miftake me for 
fome other perfon, I am willing to compromife the 
affair. Withdraw quietly, and I will take no far- 
ther notice of the abufe you have fo prodigally 
lav i (bed on me, as I {hall conftder it as intended 
for another, and that I only received it as his 
proxy." 

** You will be fatisfied to compromife the mat- 
ter! (replied Ncttleby with an ironical fneer.) 
Will you fo, fweet Sir i I believe you will, in-^ 
deed. But, as to any reproofs 1 may have given 
you, I aifure you they were intended for yourfelf, 
and no other perfon whatever. Ani much good 
may do you with them. You defervc them ^11, if 
they had been ten times as much> and fo, you are 
heartily welcome to them." 

«< Is. this treatment to be endured! (cried Mr* 
Wcftley.) I don't know what prevents me from 
breaking the old fellow's bones ! The man is cer-t 
tainly infane r* 

» 

*' Sir, (faid Rofina, raifing her head, and ad- 

itcfling the fheriff,) I folemnly proteft to you I 

L 3 made 
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made no elopement from my friends. I left the 
country by the defire of Mrs. Fitzofborne, the 
Jady with whom I have refided fince my iiifa»cy» 
Her carriage and fervahts brought me to thU 
houfe, where I have accidentally met this genr 
(leman for the firft time of my life : and I can • 
attribute the* unaccountable condu^ of Mr. Net- 
tleby to nothing but madnefs." 

«« Aye, indeed, k is all true enough. I'll be 
/worn to every word the young lady fays, (crie4 
Mrs. Fleming.) And for that matter, there's ont 
of the domeftics, at this moment, wiuting for her 
larders below in my kitchen ; and I'll go down, 
and fetch him up to you. Sir, that you ms^ ^tafce 
his depofitions about the affair, and fee that -wt 
have told you nothing but the truth.** 

Rofxna would willingly have prevented old Aufti a 
from being exhibited on the fcene at this criiis ; 
but the officious Mrs. Fleming allowed her no 
time to hinder it. She returned to the room in 
ft few minutes, followed by Auftin, whofe ap« 
pearance threw Nettleby int;o a new paroKyfcn 
of rage. 

♦'Do 
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M Do you not perceive, (cried he to die (he« 
riflF,) that th^y are all of one ftory? Ail acconv^ 
plices in the fame guilt ! And as for you, vil- 
lainous wretch, turning to Atiftin, I could find in 
tny heart to pluck ofF that white beard of your'% 
if k was but long enough.'* 

<< Lord, Sir, (faid Auftin,) I am fure I neva 
wifhcd to give you no fort of offence ! And I 
will bold myfelf very much obligated to your ho- 
nour^ if you wiU but kt me 4c'now what it i$ thaC 
oiakes you to owe me fuch k ipite." 

^ Coiinfellor^ (faid the flieriflT,) &h h really 
ft very odd kind of a bufinefSy and I can proceed 
in tt no forther. Your furmifes, which appear to 
ibe wholly unreafonable and ill grounded, can give 
nrre liO legal authority to take away this young 
lady> who has been guilty of no imprudence that 
I OdLti fee, and to whom it is evident no violence 
is iiitendedt Befides, Sir, you don't feem to con« 
fider tiMt you lay yourfelf open to a profecutioA 
for defamation: and if this gentleman^ whom I 
know to be a perfon of honour and character) 
Ihould inftitute a fuit againft you, the confe* 
quenses mi^ht be very ferious/' 

L 4 This 
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This laft argument fcemed to have fome weight 
with the old gentleman. 

« Well, Sir, (faid he, after a paufe of a few 
minutes,) I allow it is poffiblc that I may have 
been in an error in refpe6l to you. Fads may 
poflibly be as you have ftated them : but, at all 
events, as I have very cogent reafon to fufpeft this 
fooliih girl, and this wicked old man here, of har- 
bouring fome iinifler deflgn), though I confefs I 
cannot clearly make out of what nature it is,) 
you will allow, that, being an intimate of the fa- 
mily, who, through charitable motives, have reared 
and educated this child, fhe being originally a poor 
deftitute orphan,— I fay you will alloW) that there 
can be no impropriety in my taking her home with 
me, to fpend the night at my houfe. So, child, 
you had better get on your capuchin, and come 
along with me without more lofs of time* I can 
accommodate you conveniently enough ; for I 
will have a prefs-bed removed into the clofet in- 
fide my own chamber, where you may fleep in all 
imaginable quietnefs and comfort." 

•' Sir, (faid Rofina^ whofe indignation was not 
greatly foftened by this harangue, by that part of 
it efpecially which related to her footing in Mr. 

Fitzofborne's 
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Fitzofborne's family,) I have already told you, 
that I will not enter the doors of your houfe, and 
nothing (hall force me to alter my determination.'* 

« As headftrong as ever ! (cried Nettleby.) 
A pretty complication, — the folly of the afs, with 
the obftinacy of the mule I** 

<« But confider, Sir, (faid Mr. Weftley,) as I 
fuppofe you are an unmarried gentleman, there 
might be fome indecorum in the young lady's 
going home with you, to fpend the night in the 
little clofet infide you; bed-chamber. You know 
the world is very cenforious — — -^." 

** Not quite fo great an indecorum, I imagine. 
Sir, (replied Nettleby fliarply,) as in continuing 
all night in your lodgings, although you are a 
married man." 

** Mifs Mortimer continue all night in Mr. 
Weftley's lodgings ! (exclaimed Mrs. Fleming.) 
Did any one ever hear the like ! Mr. Weftley 
does not lodge in all the rooms in my houfe, it is 
to be fuppofed. No, indeed, the young lady fliall 
flecp in a fnug little chamber iniide my ownjroom, 
L 5 where 



326 R O S 1 N A. 

where (he will 6e as (afe as if (bo was at my^ 
Lord Mayor's." 

" 1 think, S?r, (faid the (herifF,) as the young 
lady does not feem inclined to go with you, there 
can be no impropriety in trufting her to the care 
of Mrs. Fleming, who has the chara^er of being 
a very difcreet ai.d fober perfon." 

" Sir, I am very much obliged to you fbr your 
good word, (faid Mrs. Fleming, courtfying very 
low to the (her iff,) you fee that now, (turning to 
Nettleby :) but, 1 thank God, no one can (ay anj 
other of me." 

« Mr. Nettleby, after many more remonftrances 
and expoftulations, finding it impoffiWe to prevail 
on Rofina to accompany him, and perceiving that 
it was utterly out of his power to force her into 
compliance with his wi(hes, was at length necef- 
fitated to go without her 5 though he confented to 
this meafure with a very ill grace, and gave Mrs. 
Fleming many ftritSl injundions to have her forth- 
coming in the morjiing, when, he faid, (he might 
reckon on a very early vifit from him. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP- XIX, 



THB NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



MACHINATIONS OF A LAWYER. 

MR. Nettlcbjy after his converfation with 
Mrs. Fleming and Auftin in the morning, 
entertaining not the leafl doubt that Rofinahad 
doped from Belle-vue, retired into a cofFee-houfe, 
as has already been related, to contrive fome plot 
to counterwork her machinations ; for the fortune, 
of which he forefaw ihe would one day be put in 
pofleffion, ran ftrangely in his head ; and, though he 
had entirely reKnquilhed every idea of recieiving a ti- 
tle to it himfelf, yet he could not prevail on himfelf 
L 6 to 
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to renounce the flattering hope of^ being (as he. 
had exprcffed himfelf on a former occafion) in fome 
mealure related to it. But he had a more preva- 
lent motive to induce him to irtereft himfelf in 
this bufmcfs ; and thi« was the fear of lofmg the 
thoufand pounds, to which, by his ftipulation with 
Mr. Hume, he was to become entitled on the re- 
covery of the fuit, in cafe of that gentleman's 
marriage with Rofma ; and he would have been 
far from difcountenancing her union with his ne- 
phew, on account of the imprudence of which 
he fuppofed her to be guilty. Women, he imagined, 
were all alike, and fancied that a regular and fo- 
ber demeanour after marriage originated rather in 
a proper exertion of authority on the part of 
the hufband, than in any fteady principles of in- 
nate goodnefs in the heart of the wife. 

He immediately determined to -fet one of his 
cmiffaries to watch Rofina's motions. If, as he 
was ftrongly inclined to believe, flie bad come to 
town in the intention of meeting and eloping 
with fome favoured lover, Mrs, Fleming's houfe, 
he was convinced, would be the place of rcndez*- 
vous, and he therefore ftationed his agent dire<SHy 
oppofite.her houfe, with diredions to watch and 
tlodge Rofma (whofe perfon and drefs he found it 

cafy 
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cafy to dcfcribe to him, as fhe wore a brown ri- 
ding-drefs and white beaver hat) wherever Ihc 
went. 

. This perfon had pundrually obeyed his orders^ 
and followed Rofina's chair the fecond time (be 
bad gone out to the milliner's, mercer's, jewels 
ler's, &c. and afterwards attended her home, and 
refumed his ftation oppofite the houfe, narrowly 
obferving every perfon who entered it, whilft the 
old gentleman walked (jirough the ftreet, from 
time to time, to receive his informations, but 
heard nothing to juftify his fufpicions, except the 
return of Rofina to Mrs. Fleming's houfe, and 
the buiinefs which it was evident was tranfadling 
between her and Auftin* About eight o'clock in 
the evening, however, as he ftood in deep con- 
fabulation with his fpy, at the corner of a little 
lane, almoft oppofite to the houfe, a carriage drove 
up to the door, on which he had ftill kept his eye 
fixed, of which the horfes appeared to be very 
hard driven. On feeing a gentleman dart out of 
it, and fly into the houfe without afking any quef* 
tions, entertaining no doubt that this was-the un» 
known lover of Rofina, who has fo long excited 
his fufpicions, and, fuppofing that the carriage at 
the door was deftined to carry her he knew not 

whither. 
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whither, he inftandy determined on his meafures i 
and, leaving his fpy to watch their operations in 
his abfence, hurried ofF to the next juftice to pro* 
cure a warrant, and, accidentally meeting the fhe- 
riff, had perfuaded him to accompany him. ^— 
For even, though no advantage fliould accrue ei- 
dier to his nephew or himfelf, from the very adlive 
part he took in this bufinefs, he Mras encouraged 
to proceed in it by the idea that he (hould gain a 
ceruin advantage, in laying Mr. Fitzofborne un* 
der an eternal obligatioiflKo him, by preventing a 
young lady, for wfaoTe intereft he doubted not he 
had the trued paternal concern, from difpofingof 
herfelf in a clandeftine and unworthy manner. -« 
But, perhaps, after all, one of the ftrongeft mo- 
tives of his intervention in this affair was the gra- 
tification of a bufy and aSive principle in his owa 
mind, which had frequently led him to intermeddle 
in matters which did not concern him, and, not« 
withftanding his boafted fagacity and prudence^ 
bad fometimes involved him in dilagreeable confe- 
quences. Such were Mr. Nettleby's inducements 
for exciting a difturbance produdive of infinite 
diftreft, anxiety, and mortification, to Roftna. 

After Mr. Nettlcby and the (heriff were with- 
drawn, Mrs. Fleming and Mr. Weftley endea- 
voured 
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voured all in their power to confole Rofina, and 
calm the agitation of fpirits into which flic was 
tihrown by this vexatious incident. 

« It is a fin and aihame (exclaimed Mrs. FIem« 
ing) to let fuch an old tyger run loofe about the 
town^ tormenting honeft people after fuch a man« 
ner ! For my part, I (hall not be the better of it 
for this month ; I feel as if I was every bit of me 
turned upftde down. You that talk of makihg 
afts of parliament, Mn Weftley, 1 wifli to tiie 
Lord you would make one to {hut that terma* 
gant old devil up in a mad^hoofe. I am Aire it is 
the fitteft place for him." 

"And yet, Mrs. Fleming, (feid Rofina,) yoti 
juft reprefehifed him as a very discreet perfon, and 
advifed me to go home to his houfe with him." 

"OLord! ma'am, (cried Mrs. Fleming,) I 
cannot think I could be guilty of faying any fuch 
thing ; only to be fure, if you fay it it muft be fo* 
But you muft be fenfible, ma'am, that, when peo- 
ple are put quite befide themfdves, and terrified 
out of their own fenfes, they are not anfwerable 
for any thing they fay or do : and I am fure> ma'am> 

you 
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you will allow that fuch treatment was enough to 
fetany one as mad as buck or bear/' 

Mr. Weftley, who really compaffionated Ro- 
fina exceedingly, now entirely divefted himfelf of 
thofe airs of gallantry, which, in the preceding 
part of the evening had been fo ofFenfive to her, 
and advifed her in a very ferious and friendly 
manner to return to her friends as foon as ppfli ble, 
and hinted that this unlucky adventure might give 
rife to difagreeable reports. 

Rofma thanked him for his counfel, and faid 
fhe was determined to leave town very early the 
next morning. 
• •■» 

<« And then, I fuppofe, we (hall have the de- 
vil to pay with old Furibon, (cried Mrs. Flem- 
ing,) for he'll be coming here, hunting after you, 
as fure as I ftand in this fpot alive, and, when he 
finds you are not forth coming, he'll torment and 
worry the life out of me ten times worfe than 
ever. But 1 know what I'll do ; — there is my 
neighbour over the way, Mr. Caffidy, the ho- 
fier, a very .great volunteer, and he'll come to 
me at a minute's warning : how unlucky it was that 
I never thouglit of fending for him I I vyarrantyou 
he'b the man to fettle him. He'd have packed him 
^ away 



R S I N a; 83$ 

away in a minute, with a flea in his ear ! — r-But 
the fright put every thing out of my head." 

Rofina^ after thanking Mr. Weftley for his 
politenels and humani.y, and apologizing to him 
for the trouble ihe had cccafioned' him, and the 
ill treatment he had received on her account, bad 
him good night) and retired with Mrs. Fleming^ 



CHAP. XX^ 

THE KARRATZVS CONTINUED* 



— • No place but harbours danger j 
In every region virtuw finds a foe. 

MILTON, 

HAD Rofina pofli fled any of that prudence 
which refults from knowledge of the world, 
her finding herfelf involved in fo difagreeable an 
advent^re, even on the firft day of hei quitting the 

maternal 
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msternal mdng, and erring from the direaioiis ^ 
her procedrefs, might have forwarned her of the 
evils to which (he expofed herfeif, by this volun* 
tary renunciation of a guardianfbip fo abiblutely 
Beceflary to her defencelefs fex and early period of 
life. But, poflefled of money adequate to any pro* 
bahle emergency) and accompanied by a domeiHc 
«f Auihn's tried fidelity and prudencei (he 
could forefee no danger in that (blitude which it 
was her intention to explore, and ihe was too fan- 
guine to dread thofe remoter confequences to 
which her prefcience did not extend. Her refi- 
dence beneath the roof of Mr. Fitzo(borne was 
become hateful to her, but, in thus clandeftinely 
quitting it, fhe liftened rather to the fuggeftions 
of pride and refentment than to the unbiafied dic- 
tates of deliberate refle£Hon, which would have 
pointed out to her, had (he liftened to them, the 
folly of flying from « leiENr evir by precipitating 
herfelf into a greater. 

The apprehenGon of the ^nfure of the world, 
too, would have deterred many young women 
from fo dangerous an enterprise » but, to this, 
notwithftanding the hint thrown out by Mr. 
Weftlcy, Roftna never once adverted j for of the 
world (he was almolt totally ignorant, and it nc^ 

ver 
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vcr once occurred to her, that unprovoked msu- 
levolence could find any gratification in endea^ 
vouring to affix the fligma of guih to an adion 
confiftent with innocenpe, and fanfttoned, as £be 
ilattered herfelf, by gratitude and by honour. Cer- 
tain of never having injured, and confcious of 
having frequently ferved and conflantly wiihed to 
oblige her fellow-creatures, fhe thought not that 
amongfl the race of intelligent beings there xould 
be found a creature bafe enough to wiih to return 
with unmerited injury the philanthropy that gione- 
ed in her own pure and innocent heart ; for, from 
diat pure and innocent heart (be borrowed the 
vain and fallible criterion by which ibe eftimated 
the fentiments ^nd defigns of others. 



She knew, it is true, that Mr. FttsoAome ' 
her enemy; but, as his enmity had originated in 
ibe interference of their interefts, ffae imagined 
that, when the caufe was removed, the cSedt 
would ceafe to operate, and that his hatred, fatif* 
fied widi the facrifice flie had made to it, would 
be converted into pity. 

Of (candal and detradicn, though fhe had of- 
ten heard and read, (be had feen but little ; for 
(he had pafTed a very (mail portion of her time out 

of 
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of the prefence of Mr^ Fitzoftorne, and, from 
the avowed contempt and dcteftation in which 
thefe reigning and favourite vices were held by 
that lady, ihcy feldom dared to exhibit themfelves 
in her prefence ; though, had Roftna poffeffed 
much penetration, (he might often, perhaps, have 
perceived the hydra-headed monfters venturing to 
peep out fiom beneath the veil of di (Emulation, 
and frequently endeavouring to conceal their na* 
tural deformities under the fuperficial appearances 
^ charity, candour, and friendfbip. 

But, at the age of eighteen, it was more natu- 
ral that Rofina fliould be occupied by the inno- 
cent and amiable gratification of pleafing others, 
and amuiing herfelf, than in developing the fraud- 
ful intricacies of hypocrifyy and making thofe a- 
cute obfervations on life and manners, which are 
generally the refult of maturer reflexion, and of- 
ten the offspring of experienced futility and 4if* 
appointed hope. Befides, as (he bad no lover to 
whofe influence her flight could be attributed, flic 
thought her reputation entirely fecure. At all 
events J (he imagined fhe had gone too far to re- 
cede : every obftaclc to her defign was now re- 
moved, and nothing remained for her but to em- 
bark, on the morrow, for that port where fhe 

fondly 
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fondly flattered herfelf (he Ihould recover the tran- 
quillitj &e had loft. 

Still, however, as the, hour of her departure 
approached, difmay, anxietie?, and forebodings, 
feized her heart, and nothing but the idea of re- 
turning to the houfe, and depending on the boun- 
ty of the man (he detefted, could have infpired 
her with fortitude to combat thofe feelings of dif- 
may and terror. 

Rofina retired early to her apartment, where 
Mrs. Fleming the more willingly left her at peace, 
that (he might be at liberty to go fpread the ad- 
venture of the evening around the neighbourhood, 
and confult with her friend, the volunteer, on the 
means beft calculated to defend her from the in- 
curfions of the old barbarian, of whofe expelled 
attack on the fucceeding morning (he was extreme- 
ly apprehenfive. 

Roiina, mean time, when her fpirits had fubii- 
ded into fome degree of tranquillity, wrote the 
following letter to her friend. 



JIOSINA 
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ROSINA TO MRS. FXTZOSBORNB* 

ADOPTED in infancy, cherifhed with more 
than maternal folicitude from the firft period that 
memory can look back to, (hielded from every in- 
convenience^ gratified with a fond partiality, be- 
loved with a fervor unprecedented, accompliflied 
in every elegant attainment that refines the un- 
derftanding and (bftens the manners, inftrufled 
yet more by bright example than by precept, in 
every noble virtue that refines humanity, every 
lovely grace that communicates a charm to focial 
life,— {hall Rofina offer no tribute but that of in- 
effedual gratitude on the ihrine of fuch exalted 
worth, fuch pre-eminent generofity ! Shall {be 
not catch a flame of emulation from the altar of 
that virtue {he adores ! {hall {he not endeavour to 
evince herfelf not unworthy a tendernefs fo lavi{h- 
ly beftowed, a benevolence fo. invariably adhered 
toj 

Friend of my youth, proteArefs of my infimcy! 
every endearing recoUedion, every unmerited ob- 
ligation, as they arife in long retrofpefl to my 
memoxy, confirms me in my new refolution, and 
firetigjdiens the purpofe of my wavering fouL 

A How 
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How mj heart bleeds at the idea of the anguifh 
which the lines I am now tracing muft inflidl on 
your's-' I I have left your houfeto return to it n^- 
more ! 

Yo9 have now the folution of that weak irrefo- 
lution wliich but laft night aftoniihed and per* 
plexed^ you. Ah ! was it wonderflil if I ihuddered 
ait renouncing the fan^ary of my youth, at de« 
fectlD^ tho tender and fait^ifel guardian of my ia« 
fiuicy.i Merciful heaven! how my heart was 
torn by. that laft unconTcious embrace !-^Yet I 
muft go, an inevitable neceffity feems to compel 
me* 

Could I fuiFer you tO'1>e (educed from your 
duty, by a teadernefe too fervent and unreftrain* 
ed ! What other medium was left for n\e to 
adopts between expofing< myfelf to hourly infiilt 
aiul diigrace, or repaying obligation with injury^ 
and /orcingafiitider tlie> bond& that duty holds moft 
£icred ? 

Sooner^, were it poiSblei fooner- would I de^ 
fcend to the gloomy center of the earth, and liyff 
fedudedfrom the cheerful light of heaven, than 
fuffer the painful reftedioA of baiving involved yott 
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in error; of having excited) in your hlamelefs 
bofom, one pang of penitential forrow, one 
humiliating retrofpe&ion ot a deviation from reo 
titude ! 



Yet, perhaps, whilft I fondly fancy I' obey the 
impulfes of gratitude and honour, I yield to the 
proud fuggeftions of unfubdued refentment ; per- 
haps I (bould have taught my fpirit to bear, virith 
uncomplaining refignation, the difgraces incident 
to poverty, repreiTed the indignant emotions of 
my foul, and meekly bent my neck beneath the 
burden of dependence ! 

Yet, why not take refuge in the peaceful bo- 
fom of that obfcurity, to which, indigent and orphan 
as I am, my &te feems to have decreed me ? Have 
you not yourfclf taught me, that it is virtue to op- 
pofe oppreifion i and is it a blameable prefump- 
tion, if I am confcious that, whilft your tender* 
nefi weeps over the refolution I have adopted, it 
will ftand acquitted to your juftice ? 

You will ioon receive a ftrange account of me 
from Mr. Nettleby, but I hope this letter will 
reach you before his intelligence. By an unlucky 
accident, he difcovered me at the houfe of Mrs. 

Fleming) 
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JFlemidg, in Grafton-ftrcet, from whence I now 
ii^ite. He has treated me in a moft outrageous 
manner, and occafioned me infinite mortification 
and diftrefs. I know tpo, that he will endeavour 
to mifreprefent my condud, and impute my flight 
to motives the moft atrocious ; but the abfurdity 
of his ftory will defeat its own purpofe, and ren- 
der vindication unoecelTary. 

But the hour 1 liope will come, wlien I may ■ 
leave the retreat to which I am now on the point 
of retiring. The marriage of your fon, or the 
attachment of his afFeAions to fome worthier or 
happier woman, will break the fpell that detains 
me from your arms ; and Mr. Fitzolborne will 
no longer repine at the place I hold in your af- 
fbElions, when convinced that the undifturbed 
poiTeflion of that blefling is ttie firft and dcareft 
objedl of my wiihes, the fupreme ambition of my 
heart. 

The more you refied: on my departure, the 
more you will become confcious of the neceflity 
that enforced it. Remember, too, that this tem- ' 
porary exile from your prefericc will render^ me 
more worthy to neturn to it. The prefence of 

Vol. II. M a beloved 
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a beloved and aniiable fim will confole you for. my 
abfence. Why was I not permitted to participate 
in the joy of an event which wc have fq oftea 
together fqndly anticipated I 

But I wiU ftill participate in thajfc joy. Ve§, 
my friend, though « Alp^ ar^e, and oceans, 
roll between us," the illufions. of fympatfey ihSl 
enliven the languor of abfence. Fancy, like fome 
propitious /orcerefs, (hall fupply me with a ma-^ 
gic mirror, >vhere, in fpitc of the interven-. 
tion of a tedious diftance, I (hall behold the ob- 
jcfts of my tendernefs delineated; I fliall witnefi 
in idea their occupations, th.eir amufements, their, 
converfations, the fweet and holy interchange of 
filial gratitude and maternal love ; and often fball 
.1 hear them fpeajc of their Rofina, and offer up 
to heaven their fervent and mi/igled vows for the 
prefervation of their fugitive. Oh ! if mine 
might be accepted ; oh ! if the 'prayers of the or- 
phan might arife before the throne of the Al- 
mighty, my fciend, my proteflrcfs, your elevated 
virtue fhould draw down from Heaven fome pe* 
culiar rewar^, and that ineffable bleffednefs, which 
the bleffed only can conQeive, fliould be your 
portion! 

RO^INA. 

P.S. 
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P. S. I have le/t the things you defired me 
to buy for you in Mrs. Fleming's care. •— You 
will find by the bills, that I have itill money 
enough left for the cxceuttofi of a plaa that re- 
quires ^ut little. Had I thought otherwtfe, I 
fhould, without fcruple, have appropriated to my 
ufe the whole of the fum I received on your ac- 
count ; but I hav^ near a hundred and eighty 
pounds remaining ; and, with the economy I mean 
to pra£iife, this money will be amply fufficient 
to any want that can arife in the obfcure fitua- 
tion to which it is my intention to retire. I en- 
treat, then, that you will be under, no anxiety on 
this fubjedl : be aSured, that, on any emergency,* 
either of this nature x>s any other, you ihall imme- 
fiiately hear from 

Your 

R O S I N A, 
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CHAP. XXI. 



THE KARRATIYE CONTINUED^ 



AFTER Rofma had written this letter, (he 
threw herfelf on the bed in her cloaths, her 
bofom tormented with fear, and agitated with fo- 
licitude. She had deilred Auftin to bring her a 
carriage as early as he could get one, and, wretch- 
edly apprehenfive of fome farther interruption from 
Nettleby, after having paiTed a miferable night, 
{he arofe at the dawn of the morping, and ftood 
watching for the carriage at her window, her 
heart palpitating at every found. 

But Auftin had too much forethought and vigi- 
lance to let her continue long in this diftreffing 

fufpcnfe ; 
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futpenfe ; he had engaged a Carriage the precedifig 
nighty and brought it to the door before the dock 
ftruck fix* 

As foon as informed of his arrival, fhe went 
into the adjoining chamberj where Mrs. Fleming 
flept, and found the good woman juft rifen to 
attend her. Kofina thanked her for the civilities 
(he had received from her> and, as (he bad her 
adieu, flipped fix guineas into her hand, and flew 
down ftairs to avoid her acknowledgments. She 
was in the carriage in an inftant, and, fpite of 
Auftin's reludance, obliged him to uke a feat in 
it»' This precaution faved her from a new per- 
fecution, for they had not proceeded a hundred, 
yards, when they' met the inde&tigable Nettleby 
in a travelling chal(e of his own, which he had 
brought to convey Rofina home to Belle«vue. — • 
However, as the blinds of the carriage were up, 
he luckily pafled her by without obfervation. — - 
As foon as his carriage was fufiiciently diftant, 
Auftin defired the coachman to drive on. In his 
way he ({opped to put Rofma's letter into the poft-*^ 
oflice, and in little more than half ai> hour they 
arrived at the end of the South wall, from whence 
Auftin could 'eafily diflinguifh his friend's ve^el 
lying a anchor iii the bay. 

M 3 As 
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As they had come earlier than the appdntild 
time, they w^uted at leaft half an hour before the- 
arriral of the boat which was to convey them to 
the (hip. This was a trying interval to the fpi*^ 
rits of Rofina ; all her defires and wiflies had air- 
dently impelled her onwards, whilft ihe was ap- 
prehenfive of being prevented by Nettleby. But 
now convinced that there was no danger of his 
tracing the route ihe had taken, every piercing. 
regret revived in her bofom ; her jieart fainted at 
die fight of the boat, when it approached to ^ufff 
her on board; Ihe leaned trembling on Auftin^ 
^m as. (he alighted from the carriage ; ihe caft. 
her eyes backwards, and f&ghed very deeply. 

^ Lord, mtfe ! (faid Auftin,) I aoi 9frai4 yovf 
l^art miigives you/' 

I 
« It does indeed, Auftin !** laid Ro&ia« 

to 
* Why, tbtjj, if that be the cafe, mife, we had 

better go our ^ays home again, in the oanie of 

God f for it is a bad thipg to flight thofe inward 

warnings and mifgivings, for many and many a 

body has been faved by them ; and do not you re^ 

i9€4\iber, mifs, that Rol^infoa Cruibe would have 

fufTetcd ihipwreck one time, afiei b« kft hit ifland, 

only 
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ioniy for fome yearnings th^t he had within him- 
felf ? O Lord ! fee what a wave there is coming 
yonder ! Does npt the fea begin to look very 
rough i I proteft I think I am beginning to feel 
fome qu2ims and mifgiviags myfelf.'' 

^ «< Auflin^ (faid Rofiita,) I fear not the winds 
fior the waves : 1 dare fay oUr voyage will be prof- 
iserous.^ 

<<Oh}H(faid Auftiii)) if Jris a thing diat you 
kie QtAyz little con&rn'd lifeC) at leaving a place 
tiiat you have li>red iti fo many years, that is or^ 
a natural catifey and there is nothing at ail in it -, 
%ut, after aU, you know it is to your own nativje 
country you are g<Mng back again to, and that 
ought to con^foft you, Befides, it would be k 
thing unpoffible to <ome at our luggage, now 
that they have it all under hatches ; and, as for 
the good f^t fowl and wine, and brandy, and 
things that I have packed up in the hamper, to 
the tone of thirty, killings worth, we might throw 
our cap at them, as the faying goes, for the devil 
tt tafle of them would the fatlors let out of their 
dutches. So, that being the cafe, mifs, and that 
you have no inward mifglvings, I think we had 
M 4 . beft 
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beft truft our lives to the marcy of God, ^ho^ 
wife providence can difpofe of all things." 

Rofina fuffered Auftin to lead her to the boat^ 
which foon conveyed them to the fhip, which onr 
ly awaited their arrival to weigh anchor and fet 
4ail. When taken on board, Ihe once more caft 
her eyes backwards on the country {he volunta- 
rily abandoned; a luxuriant Eden feemedtp arife 
to her view ; fhe bleflfed, with a thoufand good 
Withes, the bofpitaUe afylum of her deferted in* 
i&ncy, where fhe had been fo tenderly beloved, and 
fo aiFe^tionately nurtured. It retailed ideas toa 
affeding, fenfations too poignant. -— To conceal 
the en^otions of her fwelling heart, (he hurried 
down to the cabin, and threw herfelf into bed i 
where, after a Ihort interval, the fenie of keen 
regret was fteeped in the ftupefiidion of violent 
ficknefs. On the third day they reached Briftol. 

When the mind is- not corroded by any very 
deep and heavy afllidion, its regrets, though ten- 
der, will be tranfient ; each charm of variety will 
leflen their force, and every paiSng moment will 
bear them away on its wings* The beautiful 
fcenery that expanded itfelf to Rofina's view, as 

the 



11 O S I N Ap a49 

the ihip failed up the Severn, cbaced for an in- 
terval every fentiment but that of pleafure from 
her heart; and. (he cad her eyes around her in 
fearch of the cottage which romantic fancy had 
pi&ured to ber as the refidence of rural felicity 
and the facred refuge of peaces but a moment's 
reflexion convinced her that (lie muft feek it in a 
more unfrequented region i for, however the beau- 
ty of the country might allure her wi(hes, (be 
knew it would be neceflhry to remove, as foon is 
poffible, from a place where the great refort of 
(bangers,, and particularly of Iri(h) might fubje6t 
her to perpetual recognition,. 

The evening of her arrival in BpiAol, Roitna 
begged the Capuin, Vho was a very decejr>c man> 
and had behaved to hec with great attention du- 
ring tlie voyage, would recommend her to fome 
refpeftable private lodging, where (he might re- 
main for a few days,, until (he was ready ^o pur- 
tie her journey^ 

The captain now Lnfbpmed her that he had a fif» 

ter, who kept a lodging- houfe,, where he believed 

(he could be very conveniently accommodated. 

A coach was fent for to car^y Rofina and her 

M S baggage i, 
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b^gg^g^ » ^n<l ^ little lad, the eaptiin's fon, weiit 
with her, by way of pilot, to ftccr her to the 
appointed place. Rofinai was very civilly re«* 
ceived by the good woman of the houfe, and 
found very comforuUe accommodation for herfelf 
and Auftin. 

The day following Rofina informed her land* 
lady, that, as her eircumftances were rather 
narrow, it was her intention to retire to fome re-^ 
mote part of Wales, whene (he might find a little 
cottage,- with a few acres of land, in an agree** 
. able fituation. 

The good woman informed her, that, in re- 
fpeiSl to the country, ftie knew not much of the 
matter, having never been more than twenty 
miles di(lant from Briflol in her life i but added, ' 
that (he had a widow Tifter, who kept a rc- 
fpecSlable inn in — — — (hire, about fixty miles 
diftant, near a little village called Pcnnygwylty, 
which, flic had heard folks fay, was the moft 
beailtifulleft and the moft ron^anticalleft place in 
all Wales i and that, if Rofina chofe to try for 
^ cottage in that neighbourhood, flie would 
write a letter to her fifter, who, fhe iaid, ihe 

was 



was fure would, on her recommendationy do all 
in her power to affift her. 

Roiina thanked her for this obliging oiFer, 
which fhe accepted with great pleaiure, and the 
following day, after having taken leave of her 
kind hoftefs, and gratified her very liberally, flie 
fet out, in a poft-^chaife^ with her luggage and 
Auftin, whom (he could with great difficulty 
prevent from taking his ftation behind the car- 
oagC) and prevail on to accept a place infide it. 

As the carriage was heavily laden, aitd the 
country hi]ly,^they made no rapid progrefs i^ 
their journey. They went no ^rther than forty 
miles diat day^ and the next morning arrived 
pretty early ac the place of her deftination. 
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CHAP. XXH. 



T.H:E NARRATIV4E COXTmUEl);- 



4 

Vr7 HEN Rbfiha prcfented the letter of hep- 
•* ■* Briftol landlady to her fifteis Mrs. Jenkins^ 
whofe reftdence {be found no difficulty in difco* . 
vering,, the good woman rendered her every fer- 
vke with redoubled alacnky,. and afked her a thou- 
fand qjiieflions,, half Welfli, half Englifli,. relative 
^o her fifter and ker family,., which Rofina an- 
fwered with a. (weetnefs and affability which fo 
highly prepofleiTed her hoftefs in. her fevx>ur, that 
fbe would have been very well pleated to have 
lodged fter for nothing. Rbfina confulted her in 
refpe£t to her intention of, fettling in. her oeigh<^ 
bou/hood^— intelligence with which (he appeared 
S to. 
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to be greatly delighted, and promifed to ufe hef 
utmoft diligence in nudcing the neceflary enqui- 
ries. 

«< I do not vecoHefi! (faiJfhe, tapping herhead^ 
of ever a tee haek^ that is, little houfe, as one 
filould fay in Engliffi, that is to be let in thia^ 
^ neighbourhood ; but it is not unlikely that there 
may be one foon,, for there is Gryffith ap Price, as 
I am told^ very bad at the point of death, ancT, if 
he comes to die, his houfe will be let or foTd to b^ 
Aire ; for he is as poor as a church-moufe, and the 
minute the breath is out of his body, the credi-* 
tors will feize on everything.." 

Rofina> fin^g her prefent refidenee exceed^ 
ingly quiet and retired, as well as moil charm*- 
ingly fituated, determined to difmifs her carriage, 
andi fix herfeif here for a few days, in order to 
allow herfeif leiiure to feek for fome more eligible 
abode. Hei:e (he firfl: acquainted Auftin with Zt 
defign £he had formed of paffing for his daughter^ 
an honour diat quite confounded^ and* aftoniflied' 
him. 

^^Hut now, my dear Mifs Rofma, (laid be,) 
4q joa think that ftory will haog well, together I 

or 



•r th9A ptaple would b^ fuch Cock (or to bdievo 
that » poar working man like me could have fuch 
a fine young lady as you for a daughter ? Sure 
folks need only bear you (peak one word, if you 
?ff^s dreft m never fiich poor dudfif for to know 
well enough that yov are not one of the commoa 
(art ! No| no ! toke my word for it, that cook 

<« I hs^iCf,a}re|idy refleded on the objedioni you 
wc4^ to my defifi^i (faid Rofina.) Yon muft 
(Bf$ dhal) when very youngj I was taken and edu- 
cated by a lady of.fortune» bvt that I preferr^ 
retiring to a cottage with you> to living in a fiation 
of life to which I knew I was not entitled; and 
to byr this> Auftin, need not wound your con- 
icknce» for it ia the plain and fimplc truth.'^ 

^ Oh I as tq the matter of his confcience, 
(Auftin faid,) it was not fo very^ touchy as that 
came to. To be fure, }ie would not for twenty 
worlds tell a lie that could do any one any hurt^ 
but, for alitde fib of that kind, he did not think 
there was one bit of harm in it." 

"Indeed, Auftin, (faki Rofina,) I think there 
can be no crime in your fuSering me to pafs /or 

you£ 



K a s 1 14 a; ii$ 

jFour ohild, for I feel for you as if I wcve atoro 
than half your daughter*" 

^ ^ My daughter, indso! f (faid Auftin ;) how 
ihoald I come by the likes of yoxi} Lord help 
me ! there is fbim dtSerence between ftich a poor 
grey-headed old creature ^ me, and your fyvwa 
noble father. If you had but ben him dreft oot 
in his fine fcarlet regimental cloathsy all laced wick 
gold> and his fword by his fide, it would have 
done your heart good l«-*-And (o you did often e-^ 
nough, for he ufed. to carry you about in his' armst^ 
and was fo fond of you, — - but you do not remem- 
ber him." 

<* No,'' faid Rofina^ putting her handkerchief 
to her eyes. 

« Ah ! it is fo much the better for you, ((aid 
fhe old man, paffing the fleeve of hie coat acrofs 
his eyes,] for many a time I have wi(hed to forget 
him, and my dear lady too s but now it is all paft^ 
and gone, I love to think of them fometimes, 
.though it makes me- forrowful. To be fure, it 
muft needs be a furpriiing thing for to fee fuch a 
great warrior fo mild and fo tender hearted. I 
proteft to you, mifs, he would not fo much as let 

mc 
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me ihoot tho mirchievou$ little devils of black-* 
birds> that ufed to keep eating his cherries ; and yety 
I warrant you, he would think nothing of laying 
you ten or twelve Frenchmen as dead as herrings 
cut the field of battle* Bat now^ after all, mifsf 
' is it not very ftrange what delight people, that are- 
lb gentle and charitable, can find in hacking and^ 
hewing, and chopping one another to pieces after 
diat uncfarifttan4ike manner P' 

*^ It is indeed^ Auftin, (iaid Rofina,j and it hadi» 
often perplexed and aftoniihed mcJ^ 

*< To think, (continued Auftin^} that^ becaufe 
it v^as the will of God that I fhouhi be born in 
Ec^land infiead of France^ all the French king's 
fubje£ts muft take it into their heads that I am. 
their enemy, and feel fuch a defire to cut, and: 
lafli, and mangkr me, as if I was wociethan a. Jew ! 
Sure it was not my fault ; I could not be boril 
where I pleafed ;, thougb> to be (lire, if I could,. 
of all the places in the habitable worlds England, 
fboifld be my country I And now, mifs, do not 
yoa feel very much rejoiced like,, that you were, 
born in England?" 

^ Indeed, Auftin,. (faid Ro&!a,.) if people are 

good> 
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' S^eod, I thivk it matters not a Jot in what country 
they arc born.*' ^ 

** Why, I do not fay it is any fuch great matter 
neither, ((aid Auftin.) There is good and bad 
in al) places, and, if I was to have my pick and 
choice, I would rather be a good Frenchman 6r 
}rifliman, than a bad EngltChman. Ho.vfomever, 
all this is neither here nor there. If it is your 
win to pafs for my daughter, why, be it for bet* 
ter or be it for worfe, I will do every thing yo« 
would have me." 

The truth was, Auftin's vanity was a good 
deal tickled at the idea of Rofina's acknowledging 
him as a fiither. 

<^ Then, pray, ((aid Rofina,) lay afide your 
«if&s and madams, and call me plain Rofy/' 

That Auftin (aid he ihould find a hard matter i 
but, in compliance with her commands, he would 
try his hand at it. 

<^And, when dinner is brought in, (continued 
Rofina,) inftead of placing yourfelf behind my 

chair^ 
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ckair9*as you aled to Ao in BHAol^ be (o good » 
to take your feat at the foot of the tabic.'* 

- '^I fbce myfelf 3Kt •ne tslble with the daughter* 
af the noble Captain Mortimer ! (ciiftd Auftki ;) 
No, IK) ! Say what you pleafe» m any other fliape, 
lihouid be prottd to obey your comrnands, but 
Aat would be both a fin and a (hame^ and t 
never can confent to it." 

The eontentioa continmed until .the hoftefs made 
her appearance, with a roafted fowl <^n one di&, 
and foine rafhers and eggs, which Rofina had or« 
Ikred in compliment to Auftin9 on andiier. 

At Rofina's repeated inftances, Auftin at teiigtii 
feated himfelf at the table ; but, whilfl: (he was 
carving tibe <fowl tobelp htm, he borft into tears, 
ftarted fromthe tafak, and flew put of the Toocn.-^ 
This extreme fenfibility afFeSed Rofina, who 
thought it hcR^ for the prefent at leail, not to 
contend with his iimncible m9defty« Site there*' 
fore eat her. dinner, and, when (he had done, Te^ 
quefted the hoftefs to fend fome one in fearch of 
bear £&ther^ 

<« Your father, mifs ! (faid the woman ftaring.) 

Lord 
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t^ocd, how will a body know where to find 
him!'* 

" He cannot be far from the houfc, (faid Ro- 
rina>} it is not a quarter of an hour fmce-iit Jeft 
the room.** 

<< What ! the old grey-headed man that went 
fiutjuftnow!" 

. « Lord, mifs^ fw^ it i^ Xiot jfaSkk Halt im 
«an be your father ?" 

^ Why not ? (&id Roftna.) A hS^ of fortune 
t06k me when I was aif infani, ani reared and 
educated me a6 if I had been hor own daughter 5 
but, as I had no fortune, I did net think it right 
to live in fo high a way, fo I refolved to leave 
her, and come here with my father. My friend 
hm been very bountiful to me, and ghnea me as 
lAMCh money as wUlfk^ck a little farm, if we can 
Undone." 

« And io you.ftrenogreait lady tbcni" cried 

** No, 
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<« No, indeed, (faid Rofina, failing 5) and I 
dcfire for the future you will know me by the name 
of Roflns^ the gardener*s daughter/^ 

<« Well, who could have thought it ! (faid Mrs. 
Jenkins>) that a poor body^s child could be fo polite 
and fo high bred 1" 

She went out in fearch of Auftin, whom (be 
met return Vg to the boufe» He told her, that> 
juft as he was fitting down to dinner with his 
daughter, fomething had come acrofs him^ and 
diat for the life of faim he could not get down one 
morfeL 

^< Nothing but a qualm ! T^rii^ Mrs. Jenkins,) 
wind ia your ftomapb after ypur long journey. 
Come in, and eat your dinner, and you'll find that 
a draught of my good ale will do you more good 
than a ftomach cordial.'' 

The next morning Rofina fet out, accompanied 
by Auftin and a little girl» that Mrs* Jenkins fent 
with her as a guide to reconnoitre the cottage, 
of which there was fome probability ihe might 
ibon become the proprietor. A lively joy ani* 
mated her bofom from the firft moment ib^ beheld^ 

it 
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it rifing on its green hill; all her vexations feemed 
to vanifh, and (he fancied no corroding anxiety 
«ould be the inhabitant of fo fweet i^ retirement. 



CHAP. XXIII. 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



WHEN fhey reached the cottage, Rofina Tent 
in the child to enquire how the iick man 
did. The girl not returning, Rofina approached 
the door of the cottage to call her, willing to avail 
herfeir of this pretext to view it on the infide. •— 
A woman aflced her to walk in, and (he entered a 
fort of kitchin, where, amongft fevcral other per- 
fons, (he diftinguifhed a poor old woman, who 
appeared to fuffer the heavieft afflidlion. At in- 
tervals Ihe fat filent, as if ftupified by forrow.; 

then 



th«R agm burflr im» floods of t€ar^ ac^dns^nfed 
by violent •acelamflftions, vv4siciiy though fpokett 
in Welch, wtrt (iiilciontly intcHigiMe to the fed- 
ings of Rofina. She enquired the occafion of the 
poor woman's affliction ; the perfon to whom fhe 
addrefTed herfelf made no reply, but pointed to 
an inner room, where fhe beheld the dead body of 
an old man, laid out in the manner in which fuch 
fpeAacles are ufually exhibited amongft the vulgar. 
Roiina was exceedingly (hocked at this objed, 
but her curiofity was at the fame time ftrongly in« 
terefted by the sq^pcarance of two men, who, 
without feeming to be in the leaft degree affeded 
cither by this difmal fpedacle, or the melancholy 
lamentatifiM •f .the poor mourner, rasr about very 
bufily from place to place, examining every thing, 
and feemed to be employed in taking an inventory 
o&the furmtare'which the chamber of the deceftfod 
contained. 

«Put down ffatd one of them tcr the* other)* 
tliree oak chairs, a ubie, a prefs, a feather bed^, 
an oak bedftead/* 

"• For what purpofe are' you taking this mven- 
tbry?'* faid Rofina ta one of the men, who now 
came from theirater rooiti. 
. . ' "For 
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. « For die purpofc of getting th^mi' fokl for the. 
jwjoirjpzymait of rent,, (replied the map idxlily.) «— « 
Have you the account of the cattle ^nd geor therQ?" 
turning to the other man. 

Rofma, whofe heart, unfearfed by communica- 
tion with the world, retained all its natural glow- 
ing fenfibility, fliuddered at this inhuman unfeel- 
ingnefs. " Good God ! (cried Ibe,) how much 
i& the money ?" 

^< Se^^nteen poynds, ninf {hillings, and two- 
peuc^ halfpieany,. ((aid the &m& ma^^ wlio had, 
fpoken before ; then, turning to his companion,} 
did you add. the ftraddles and panniers to the amount 
Aif tK« geer ?" 

<< And what is ta become of this poor woman ? 
{(aid RoCna. ) Is (be ta bo turned out.? '* 

. ^< 'Let hor look to that^ {cr<Ud. the qia^ wb9 was. 
writiagf. and who fpoke in* a Welci\dis^c(9:;) I 
often touk the tedi potty there within what bur 
would pring upon hurlelf, with, her trinking ah^ 
hur cuzzliog, and hur tancing and bur prs^iciiig . 
after every ale-hpufe and merry-moetiDg,^ iteUng^ 
hur time away : put her was as te( as, an^atter, 
4 and 
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and as plind as a peetle, fo let hur apide py the 
lofs, feeing that it is fitting that honeft potties 
ihould haf dieir tues and their temants*'' 

<< And fo (faid Rofina) this poor woman is fo 
be turned out, and all her effc&s fold ?" 

«« Aye fure, (returned the Welchman,) that ir 
the upihot of the matter." 

Rofina, without any confcioufnefs of the move* 
ment, took out her purfe, and held it in her hand. 
It was full of gold. So unufual an obje£t fixed the 
attention of every one prefent. 

<< But, (faid Rofina,) if a perfon can be found 
to advance the money for her ?" 

The man, who fpoke firft, faid that was a horfe 
of another €olour. To be fure, if (he could 
raife the wind any how, fo a^to get the money to 
pay oiF the arrears of rent, it was nothing to them 
how fhe came by it. They did not come diere 
to demand nothing that was not juft and lawful, 
and, as foon as the money was fordi coming, and 
his own fees paid him, he had nothing farther to 
fay to the matter. • 

« Hur 
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«< Hur has faid what is right and chuft, (rejoined 
the Wekhman, who was the unpitying ftcward 
ofaspitylefs a landlord;) hur is an honed (hen- 
deman, whofe pufmeis and occupations it is to go 
apout taking diftrefs from the poor peoples :— and 
it is fitting hur ihould be pait for her trouple/* 

« Taking diftrefs from the poor !*' (faid Rofina, 
to whom this phrafe was entirely new,} rather 
loading them with it." 

She felt fome one twitching her elbow as (he 
fpoke, and, turning about, beheld Auftin, who 
had followed her into the houfe. He begged her 
in a whiter to walk a little out with him, as he 
had fomething to fay to her. 

*< Put up your purfe, if you pleafe, (continued 
•he, as fhe followed him out of the houfe ;) feeing 
it is not fo fitting altogether for to let thefe folks 
about us know that one has fo much money. I 
do not half like the looks of them, two hulking 
fellers !— and they feemed to caft fuch a (beep's 
eye at your purfe, that a body would be afeard of 
their way-laying and robbing one, for I am fure 
they are bloody dogs." 

•Vot. II. N "Your 
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^ Your caution is very prudent} (fiud Rc^na ;) 
they are, indeed, lad wicked-looking wretcbes !'' 

<( But this is not all dbat I wanted to lay to you, 
(refunsed Auftin;) I would make bould j h e 
pleafed to walk a little bit this way into the gar-* 
den, that nobody may hear us, — I would make 
boulJ to Tpeak a few words about this matter here 
in hand, in regard to the poor woman, afid thek 
fellers that are come to feize for the rent." 

« Well," faid Rofiaa. 

<< Why, to be fare, (continued Auftin, ^th 
an air of fome embarraiTment,) charity is a great 
virtue, and a fine virtue, and covers a raulcitude 
of fins, as holy fcripture tells us, and far be it 
from me to difjparage it inany (hape -, but why, when 
people have no fins to be covered withal, they 
have the lefs need of it, that is a plain cafe ; and, 
as for you, I am fure and (artain you are as in- 
nocent as the babe unborn, in a manner ; and^ 
now that you are {landing on your own bottom) 
as it were, feventeen pounds, nine. {hillings, and 
two pence half-penny, is a deal of money for 
folks to^ive them that they know nothing at all 
about, efpecially when they have no great matters 

to 
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to Ipare for themfelves. It is a pitlfal th»ng, there 
is Ao doubt on't) to fee a poor dd creature of a 
woman turned out of houfe and home, without fo 
much as a bed to lie on ; but things of this kind 
will happen every day, in fpiteofour teeth, and 
it is t^veaty times worfe, when a poor woman is 
left a widow, with five (xSix fatherlefs children at 
her heels," 

*« God help them V faid Rofuia, 

« Aye, God help them» indeed V^ (refumcd 
Auftin;} more flume for them that brings them 
to that, with their griping and grinding. Oue 
half of the world does not know how the t'other 
half of it lives $ and, if the landlord knowed how 
his poor tenants are fqueezed and parfecuted for to 
put dainties on his table, I have a notion they'd 
ftick in his gizzard a little fometimes« It is « 
a troublefome >iror]d, Lord help us ! and whoevec 
lives longeft will fee moft." 

«* Well, 1)ut what is to be done for this podt 
woman i" iaid Rofina. 

<« Why, that is the very matter I want to fpeak 

About* To be fure, as I wasfaying, it is a fine 

N a thing 
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thing to be charitable ! I fpeak it under favour, 
for, feeing your money is your own, you may give 
it every penny to the man of the moon if you 
pleafe, and who can gain(ay you, or be your hin» 
drance. But, begging your pardon, if you go 
on at this rate, relieving every unfortunate wo- 
man that has a tippling hufband here in Wales, 
you will foon fee the time that you will have no- 
thing left for yourfelf i for, though the/ may not 
have the whilky here to make them quite fo furious 
and frantic, like as they are in Ireland, yet it 
comes to much the fame thing in the end, if they 
keep muddling and ftupifying themfelves with 
-their flrong ale, and drying up their brains with 
their tobacco. This is fxot the firft time I have 
been in Wales j I know them well enough/' 

«< And would you have me fufFer this poor wo- 
man to be turned out to beggary !" faid Rofina. 

« No, no ! that is not the thing I am after at all, 
(faid Auftin,) for you fee if them devils once gets 
tfie poor foul's little matters into their clutches, 
they'll have them all fold ofF for a fong, and ten 
to one l^ut they'll have fome of their own cronies 
warring to buy them up for their own ufe, for I 
Icnows the tricks of them gentry as well as if I 

was 
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was within fide of them. Now I am si thinking, 
iincethis is fuch a pretty little patch of land, and 
a good garden too, only diat it is fo over-run with 
weeds, that it is a fcandalous fhame to fee it, and 
that this houfe here, though to be fure it is but 
a poor mean place in comparlfon to any thing you 
have a right to — — .*' 

"Believe me, Auftin, (faid Roiina,) I defire. 
no better; with a little improvement I think it 
might be made a moft enchanting refidence/' 

" O then, (faid Auftin,} if it be a thing that 
you could bring yourfelf for to like to live in the 
like, I think I could contrive to make it pretty 
and fnug enough ; only, to be fure, the garden is 
in a moft miferable pickle. O dear, O dear ! 
what a lazy drunken fwine that dead man there 
within muft be, for to let fuch a fweet pretty fpot 
run to rack and ruin after this filthy manner !" 

" Well, (faid Rofina,} he will do fo no more, 
poor foul !" 

« And the devil thank him for that, (replied Auf- 

ttn }) for how can he help himfelf i Bat, if he was 

alive again, I warrant you he'd be a dancing after 

N 3 the 
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the old tune ; what's bred in the bone wiQ nei^r 
come out of the marrow*. Of all the dtforders in 
the worlds drunkennefs is the hardeft to be cured.'^ 

^ Well> but in refyeA to this poor woman, ^ 
laid Rofina» 

<* Whyy my notion is, (replied Auftln>} for 
you to advance the money for her for to pay thefe 
greedy devils withal, on condition that fhe wilt' 
let you have a good bargain of this little jJace^ 
which, for cerUin, (he'll be right glad to do; fee- 
ing that, if there 6en*t goods enough on the pre- 
mifes to pay off the rent, they'll goft her for noni>^v 
payment, and fo get a hould of the leafe, and then 
to be fure fhe comes to the lofs of v^atever littfe* 
intereft (he has in it, and you may bexhoufed out' 
©fa good penny worth." 

*< At all events, (faid Rofma,) the money mufl! 
be advanced for this poor foul, and I leave the 
condudt of the affair to you, Auftin> though 1 
would rather (he (hould get it without any condi*- 
sion." 

«f Well, God Weft and reward you, (replied 
Auftin;) you were always^ charitable and kind- 

«^BuJt, 
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hearted) fince you came out of the egg-fhell. I 
do not fay but what the woman may be a very 
honeft woman) and a very great ohje£l ^ but, take 
my word for it, there is no hurt in keeping thefe 
fort of gentry under a body's thumb a little, until 
one fees what fort of metal they are made of: fo, 
you fee) if it is a thing that is agreeable to you, 
I will tell her you will advance the money for her 
on condition -— — ." 

*< But) dear Auftin, (faid RoHna)) be fure you 
make no hard oargain with this poor woman) for 
it would be cruel to take advantage of her didrefs. 
I would be forry fbe (hould give the place to me 
slhillnig cheaper than to any other perfon." 

♦♦-Ohtf never fear, (faid Auftin ;) I warrant 
]rou:thegood woman will know-how to butter her 
owtt bread well enough, l^hefe country folks^ 
dieugh. they feem fo innocent like, areasfirtp 
a» Spantlh needles^ and kiloi^s how to buy ^i.^l Kii 
their bistters twenty times over. But, come, we|^ 
had better go in, and try to get the houfe rid of 
tiKfS varmia of fellerS) as foon «s we can/' 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



fCfTT^HIS is truly afweet fpot! ((aid Aufiin, 
X looking around hioi as they approached the 
houfe,] and as pleafant a bit of ground for a gar*- 
den as one would wi(h to fee,-*a floping level in 
a fine South afped. What a charming ftraw- 
berry-bed one might plant here !-^We might have 
green peas in the mondi of May. I'll engage we 
ibould have neithex' blaft nor blight.— -And there is 
lafid enough to maintain three or four cows, be- 
fides a little for tillage and potatoes, and a body 
might keep a couple of goats upon the brow 
there.'* 

" Yes, 
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<< Yes, (faid RoiinaO I fhould like to have 
]goats on that craggy precipice ; they would orna- 
ment it exceedingly ; they are beautiful animals, 
and the landfcape feems incomplete without them. 
It is,, indeed, a moft enchanting fpot, and I fer- 
vently wifli we may be able to fix ourfelves here.'* 

** Well, fo we will, (faid Auftin, with a cun- 
ning wink ;) but leave the matter to me ; for, i^ 
they fhould fee that you have any great hankering 
after it, they'll raife up the rent at the devil's 
own rate, and there would be no fuch thing as 
dealing with them." 

** But, furely, (returned Rofuia,) when thafc 
men are paid their demands, they will have no 
further occafion to interfere in the matter ?" 

« I am fpeaking of the old woman and her com- 
rades,'' (aid Auftin. 

<( What \ (laid Rofina,) dp you imagine fhe 
can be ba(e enough to wi(h to impofe on a peribn 
who thus generoufly interefts berfelf in her {9^ 
vour ? Why fhould you fuppofe her to be fuch 
a mohfter of ingratitude. } , I ,am rather afraid that 
the poor creature's feniibility of my kindnefi may 
N 5 induce 



iudtite ber to letme lmv« di&heiift m l bwf t t ( tfi» 
than (he can afFord to do." 

« Oh ! never fear hfer ftir Aatv (<ntd Auftin ;> 
poor folks have their knariih' tricks in thtem^as' 
well as' other peopltf. From your being' tb rcad^ 
with your money, ihe'll think you are made of 
gpld, and thlat it will be no fin to put her fittgerm 
your eye a Ettte or fo^'* 



To thoft, whd have Beeir aecaftetoie^ Uk ^ 
der only through'^the fitiry IkVyrindis of imagimw 
tion, and behold the world through a* ftlle aniT 
flattering medium^ that cautious fufpicion, lAt 
attendant of age add experienc^y affiime^ the aC- 
peSt of a fquinNeyed demons that taints with its* 
jaundiced hues thb faireft'objcAs of thtrcreatiem 
This unfufpedling openneis of hearty the fweet- 
cft*ffowret of the Human' Ipringi the loft nwrfe of 
benevolence, and parent of drvinr phHanthptfpyy 
never &yayed a bofomthat yielded with more im-^ 
plicit fubmiAon to icli tmpreffiot»^ than tlnit of 
Rbfina; Aufl^'s} prudbftt caution^ and" k«»wMg# 
of that part of Human life which * his humUe ft»» 
tion had afforded him an opportimty^ cfi obfervingy 
feemed'to depriveHrm of fomrAfare. in her e(Hmai-> 
lidiivirhrld^ in^ reality^ itenthled-himt^a'higbtf: 

placft 
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pfikce^in ft. She waar inclined to feel a very grca?r 
degree of yenerattoti for ber aged guardian, mif 
his^ ftrikingly reverend- appearaWe itemed^ to- 
heighten the prepofleffion; After the ptoofi of get» 
nerous attachment &r- bad' fi> recently received* 
ftom him> (he had almoft perfuaded herlblf^that 
aChhis opinions^ muft be libera}, all* bis* fentimentsr' 
heroic ; but, fincefte had- been in a great meafitm* 
confined to his ibcietj, flie could not avmd firel«- 
ing fomedifguft, orr perceiving that be had inma» 
ny-inftances inMbed that concradion of thought' 
•whicbis infeparaWefrom vulgar intercourfe, and 
d!&ppointed' to^ tindr that the unaflifted Itghts of! 
nature will not communicate that liberal expan** 
fion of idea which is generally the refult of iu<^ 
perior intelHgencr. 

<*'Bhr what matters if, (laid fbe, apologianng 
tpfaerftlf for the mental imperfedttons of Iter old 
friend,) though fortune has denied him the advan^- 
tages of education ; though fcience Ihcd^ not her 
ny%* on his underftanding, is not Ms breaft ilW 
minated' with innate virtue, in comparifon to which* 
aH'iJtther lights zi€ but as the tranfitory and wan*' 
dering meteors of the night? In a few years^ 
perhaps a few months, (continued fhe, looking at 
Us grey h«rr,) when the veil tiiat flirouds the 
19 6 imnMNtal 
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immortal fpirit (hall fink into the grave with all 
its blemiihes and inipNerfeftionS) — when the libe- 
rated foul rifes on the wings of virtue to the glo- 
rious majefty of immortality, will the angels that 
await its arrival turn to pay homage to another 
gueft,«— the difembodied fpirit of the lettered fage, 
whofe lips proclainied the pompous language of. 
wifdom, whilft his heart difdained her laws ?— 
Will it not then be feen, that virtue only- is tri- 
tunphant, -—that all worlhip that is not offered at 
her ihrine is a vain idolatry, — that the lights of 
icience hdc into extinction in her prefence, and 
philofophy humbles her proud forehead to the 
duft?'* 

<^ I have been thinking, ((aid Auftin, who had 
alfo been indulging himfelf in a reverie, whilft 
thefe ideas had glowed in the enthufiaftic imagi- 
nation of Rofina, and fufFufed her eyes with tears, 
of tender rapture,] I have been thinking that one 
might keep a couple of pigs here very conve- 
niently> in the little yard behind the houfe ; a 
body might build a fty for a trifle, and, when they 
are well looked after> they are very profitable ani- 
mals." 

This obfcrvation entirely .put to flight the glo-, 
(ies diat ^feemed to radiate round the hoary locks 

of 



RO&INA. #77 

of Auftin, and the angelic forms that feemed to 
hover with wreaths of immortal honour above his ; 
head. Rofina fighed, as if awakened from a trance. 
<< How ftrange (faid fhe) that a creature^ who 
fliall sdTociate ere long with bleflfed angels^ can 
diink of pigs and pig-fties !" 

By the time that Auftin and Rofina returned 
to the houfe, the men had finifbed their inventory 
of the goods. 

^< And, pray, (faid Auftin,) if thefe goods, that 
you are fo bufy about) fiiould not bring money 
enough to pay the rent, what will you do then?'* 

« Why, let the leafe be anfwerablc forthcreft>" 
fiiid the man. 

*« Aye, I thought how it would be, (faid Auf. 
tin;) why, then, I can tellyou^ you might have 
faved yourielves all this trouble, for, fooner than 
let this poor woman's little matters go to rack and 
ruin in fuch a heathenifli manner, I will advance 
the money for her myfelf, on proper conditions." 

^ You might have told us to before, (faid the 
man furlily,) but any how I muft be paid for my 
Uoublc/* 4 
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<«rdten*tImow (fiu<rthetWcfch flfewartf) wtu^- 
irir tfaxt can purit into hur head- for to iiiettleaiid<- 
tamdce in s ptffihcft that* hur Has- no-coneem iff^ 
facing ttat hor is a ffrangsr in dio& partt.** 

« That is my own affair, faon^ft ftiend(. ^flk^ 
Auftin ;) every one is free to do what he wiU with 
his* cFWsu 

« All that is ferry truc> (replied tbrfteward,)' 
and no potty can gainfay it ; put it wodd be pettev 
for to let the law* take hur courfe, and not to in- 
terrupt hur proldreffions and hur operations*'* 

<* Yes, (faid Auftin^) I dare (ay it would &r 
better fbr you ; Imr the thing ir, to be fenrtceable 
to the poor womaa here,** 

Some of the pecple; who underftood* the^m* 
port of Anftin*s words> having e»phnned< them^By- 
this time to the poor widow, fhe clafped'hter hands* 
in a tranfport oP jby^ and' uttered- a tfaouiand*b]e(^ 
frngy> of which^ the perfons to whom they were* 
addreffed underftood not one fyllaWc; 

** But, (did Auftin" to thfc pcrlJnv who^ officia- 
ted^ as interpreter,)' pray make her underftamh that* 

expeus 
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baR&te, bfw»y of fecurity ibrdic tiKMicy/' 

•«^ Andy prayv (adde<ir Rbimis} in^brni^hor th^it^ 
fhs'tiiay imiifceterfelf peif«aiy> e«(^ iiv refpeft to- 
die pHjnmift^ of i«^^ 

« Aye, ((aid Auftin,) that is, wcwill give her 
tiTTRT enough to (bttle sdl her alFairs, and difpole 
^fcverf things {he Has to fell at the very beft hand> 
iBate her very ftnfible of that^'* 

Rbi&rar, tilcugH not much fitisfiedaf Having the 
generofity of her intention thus explamed awayy 
fuffered Auftrnto have hisr awn. way* 

The interpreter faid that was alFtKe fivotnr th# 
woman demanded, as fhe had friends who would 
haire-fuppUed her with themoney^ if (he had been 
aBowedtime to inform them of her fituation, bur 
jtkat the- fteward had reiufed tt> defer the bufineft 
oncfifiglehDuf; 

« Aye, (feid Awftin, with a wink,) he know*^ 
Ms own know for that, I warrant him». But, you 
fee, r will juft ftep home, and a« my friend and: 
landlady, Mrs» Jenkint'^ advice,, for there is na 

fcoodi. 
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good in running hand over head, and doing things 
rafhly. Howfomever, if the thing be as I am 
tould it> let the woman come down to me this 
evening, not forgetting to bring the leafe of. the 
him with her, and I will have the money ready 
for her, for the fooner flie gets rid of her crooked 
companions the better." 

«« And pray who is it, (faid the little WeUh 
fteward,1[lrutting up to AufUn with an air of min- 
gled fpite and defiance, whilft his colleague flood 
muttering in a corner,) and pray who is it that you 
have the imputence to call crooket companions V* * 

«« Them that furely well deferve the name, (re- 
torted Auftin,} and a great many worfe ones tacked 
to the end of it." 

« Ifhur had hur deferts, (cried ^the fteward, in 
a ftill greater pafEon,) hur would haf every pone 
in hur oult potty proken for her impertinence^, 
coming thrufting hur nofe into other potty's pifli- 

ncfs." 

" And, if you had your deferts, (returned Auf-^ 
tin, very calmly,) you would not be here to tell 
me fo ; for it is my firm belief and opinion, that 
you would have been hanged long ago." 

Thit 
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This reply threw the Cambro- Briton into fucl^ 
a paroxyfm of rage, that, not having a fufficient 
command of the Englifh language, he was obliged 
to have recourfe to his native tongue, to give 
vent to the ebullitions of his fury. 

*« A body would think you were pofleiled with 
a devil, (faid Auftin,) .though, in troth, nobody 
could accufe it of being a dumb one. Howibm- 
ever, I would have you for to keep your fplutter- 
ing and your muttering, and your grumbling and 
your growling for them that underftands or regards 
it.'* 

\ 

This afFray, which might been attended with 
more ferious confequences, v^as interrupted by the 
appearance of a pleating and genteel-looking young 
man, whom, from his drefs, Rofina judged to be 
a clergyman. He feem^ much furprifed at finding 
a perfon of her figure in fuch a place ; for, fpite 
of the ftudied plainnefs of her drefs, Rofina could 
not diveft herfelf of that air of elegance and dig- 
nity, which, to an eye of the leaft difcemment, 
inftantly pointed out Ae fuperiority of her rank. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

THE NA^itATITB CaVTUfVEB^. 



He watchM and wept,, he prayed and. felt, . for all* 

G'OLDSMITR. 

THE village paflor^ for he h was> that parlbn 
Lewis who has been already mentiansd^ po- 
litely faluting RofinaaS' hepaJied her bjryapproaobedi 
die difoonfolat^ widow- y and^ though the words 
bfr' addtefied to her were^mnteUigible to. Rpfina|» 
and- the found of the lat^uageitfaejn were fpokenin: 
very ^U> calculated' tb convey any affii£ting ideas^ 
-they (eemed to receive pathos ftKMH the^ gentlenefip 
of hi9 manners and the flexibility of his voice. ->««i^ 
Auftin beckoned her aw«y, but' (he felt her atten^ 
tion'ftrongly attracted by the young paftor, suadi 
twice as (he approached the door, (he turned back 
to liften to and to look at him i (he wi(hed too ta 
iinderftand'his words, for (he felt a convidtion that 
^ey were no lels feuiible than pious. 

«1 
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** I am tl)inking (faid Auftin, as he walked home- 
wards with Rofxna) that this leafe, if they fhould 
l>ring it to us, n\ay'nt ftgmfy the value of a rap 
farthing, in regard to fecuring your money to 
you ; for, if the man made no will, his little pro- 
perty, whateverit is, Ivill be divided between his?- 
wife and children, half and half I believe. And, if 
he has made a will, he may have left it to the maa. 
pf the moon, for aught we can tell, you know.'^ 

^* At all events, (faid Rofma,) the woman** 
gOods-fliaH notbe foHby thofeharpies.'* 

« Well, weff, (faid Auffin,) wcffiaftfec whaifsL 
to be done for hen" 

On their return, they acquainted Mrs. Jenkins^ 
with their proceedings, and wereinfbrmed by her* 
that NTr. Lewis had told her that he hadperfuaded* 
the deceafed to make a will entirely in favour of 
his wife. '« And he has left her no great matters 
after alH (continued Mrs. Jenkins,) for the little 
farm will be out of leafe in three or four years j 
he might have got a renewal in the old landlord's 
life-time, but he was fuch a drunken brute, that- 
he would neverdo no goodi neither for himfelf nor 
for nobody elfe." 

« Thcn^ 
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•* Then, may be, he may have other debts, (re- 
plied Auftin,) that may come down flap upon us 
when we leaft look for them." 

« No, that he has not, (faid Mrs. Jenkins,) for 
nobody .would truft him the value of a halfpenny, 
and how can folks get into debt that has nobody 
to give them credit ?'* 

«* That is a plain cafe," faid Auftin. 

<< The old landlord ufed to have mercy on him 
out of compaifion to his wife, (continued Mrs. 
Jenkins j) but times are fadly altered with the te- 
nants now-a-days, for the young matter does not 
trouble his head about nothing, but leaves every 
thing to a rogue of a fteward that he keeps, and 
he fqueezes them to the very laft farthing : he 
would fuck the very marrow out of their bones, if 
he^ould." 

*• Deteftable monfter !" exclaimed Rofina. 

« Aye, (faid Auftin,) he thought to make a 
good milch cow of our poor woman ; but we'll 
be too many for him thereabouts. I think I war- 
rant you that fellow has feathered his own neft welf." 

" Aye, 
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^« Aye, and that he has !'^ returned Mrs. Jen- 
kins. 

In the evening, the widow and her friends came 
to Mrs. Jenkins's, according to appointment. — 
Mrs. Jenkins ferved as interpreter to Auftin, and, 
after a good deal of higgling, it was agreed that 
Rofina Ihould pay the woman five and twenty 
guineas for her intereft in the Icafc of the farm, 
which contained about twelve acres of land, fub- 
jedl to the yearly rent of nineteen pounds. Rofina, 
afraid fhe had got too good a bargain, privately 
gave the woman two guineas more, though, to 
every one elfe, her purchafe appeared to be a very 
dear one, and Auftin was not half content with it« 
The woman alfo agreed to fell them any^ of her 
moveables that they might have occafton for at a rea- 
fonablc valuation. Every thing was facilitated by 
the friendly interference of Mrs. Jenkins, and, iik 
a fortnight, Rofina found herfelf in pofTeffion of 
her new habitation. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

THB NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



Hatly Independence} hail f Heavens next beft gift 
To that of life, and an immortal foul ! 
The life of life ! that to the banquet high 
And ibber meal gives tafte j to the bowM roof 
Fair-dream*d rcpofe> and. to the cottage duums. 

Thomson. 

A Keener glow of exultation never warmed the 
bofom of an ambitious conqueror, on the 
acquifition of a new territory, than that which 
:dirobbed in the breaft of Rofina when (he beheld 
•heifelf miftrefsof diis little dominion. She fnatched 
up a pen, and thus expreflfed the effufions of her 
heart in ^ letter to Mrs. Fitzoiborne* 

« I am happy/my friend ! your Rofina is happy ! 
Like a bird efcaped from its cage, I feem to flit 
through aether ; like a flave who has caft afide bis 
/etterS) my foul exults in its liberation ! 

ik «0 
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<* O you ! who alone poiTefs the magic power 
of converting the chain of dependence into*^ a flow- 
ery wreath, think not my heart ever formed one 
mean and feifiih wifii to throw off thofe delightful 
bonds which friend(hip and gratitude have rivetted 
xx)iind my heart,— bonds clofe twifled with its fi- 
bres, aad indiflblable but by death. 

<< Imagination annihilates the diftance that fe- 
pirates us. You arc for ever prefent to my foli- 
tary mufings. Ah ! why muft thefe ftrong delu- 
iions of the fancy fupply the place of the reality i 
why was I neceflitatcd to leave you I 

^< O independence, thou gem invaluable ! firft 
objedl of the afpirations of the noble mind, dfear 
folace of my penfive hours, fweet enlivener of this 
folitary cottage ! can I too highly prize a bleffing 
for which I have paid fo dear a price !" 

Rofma had written a line from Briftol, toaflurc 
her friend of her welfare and fafety. Her letter$ 
were inclofed, under cover, to Auftin's friend, 
Solomon, who had dircftions to have them put 
into the general poft-oflEice in Dublin, which 
wouW effcilually prevent their throwing any light 
on the place of her concealment. 

Whilft 
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Whilft workmen were employed in putting the 
infide.of the cottage into very neat repair, under 
the fuperintendence of the good Mrs. Jenkins, 
whofe aiFe^lion for Roiina every hour feemed to 
increafci Auftin was bufily engaged in clearing 
away the weeds, which his predeceflbr, though a 
gardener too by profeffion, had fufFered to increafe 
and multiply without moleftation. 

<^ Fie upon it, fie upon it ! (faid Aliftin,) how 
could a man that had a foul to be faved fufFer it to 
lie upon his coufcience to let fo fweet a fpot run 
to wafte after fuch a manner I Aye, indeed, It is 
the garden of the fluggard in good earneft* 

*^ I went into his garden, and faw the wild briar. 
The thorn and the thiftie, grow higher and higher/' 

" See what a bunch of nettles is here ! and that 
great thicket of brambles, how they muft have 
ftared him in the face every time he opened the 
garden-gate, and pricked and ftung the heart of 
him,' if he had any feeling in it! But what do I 
talk of feeling ! When people take to tippling, a 
body would think that the liquor they are fo fond 
of guzzling down waflies away every good feed in 
its paflage, and leaves nothing behind it but briars^ 
and brambles, as one may fey.** - 1 j 

• })^ 
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